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Main Politics New Arizona House speaker talks 2017's top issues
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Arizona's new House speaker will formally take the reins in early January when

the Legislature begins its session. But Rep. J.D. Mesnard, R-Gilbert, is already

settling into the office and setting priorities. He has hired staff and issued a plan

on restructuring how the chamber does its work.

Mesnard sat down with The Associated Press for an interview on how he views

the job and what he sees developing as the top legislative issues in the coming

year. His answers have been edited for length.

Question: You're now speaker, and after three, two-year terms you have the

ability to push through legislation you want to see pass. What's at the top of your

list?

Answer: If I sponsored something it's going to be Article 5 related (a call for a

constitutional convention of states) or possibly some kind of major tax reform.

And the latter I don't even (necessarily) know what that looks like at this point.

I've made it no secret that I'm interested in a single-rate, simplified income tax

system. I think that's conducive for those that one day want to go down the road

of eliminating the income tax entirely.

Q: You've pushed legislation to tax internet sales, if Congress passes a bill
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allowing that. Is that still on your agenda?

AZCENTRAL

4 things to know about Arizona's new

legislative leaders

A: My goal as speaker has never been

'I'm speaker, thus sayeth me.' I'll

introduce policy and try to sell it like

everybody else. Will there be the

potential for some level of deference? I

suppose, yeah, but I'm not here to try

to twist arms and make people vote

against their conscience. I'm here to

win them over on the merits of the policy.

Q: There's lots of talk about the effect of the minimum wage increase, and with

just a $24 million budget surplus going into the year, there's concern that dealing

with that will crimp other spending priorities.

A: The impact of Prop. 206 could very easily by itself eat that up, not just in

(developmental disability services) but in all sorts of other places. Just as a

microcosm of an example, I'm hiring pages right now. Pages were $9 an hour,

and that was above minimum wage. Now for me to attract people that want to

be pages, I'm competing against as a baseline $10 an hour. So I've now increased

the page salary for this coming spring, and that will have an impact on the House

budget. And you're going to see that all over the place.

Q: Democrats made a big deal of some Republican members carrying guns on

the House floor last year. With new security put in place, metal detectors and gun

lockers, will you ban that practice?

A: The preliminary policy will be that you don't carry weapons. But it may be kind

of a don't ask, don't tell policy, which would preclude people from just wearing it

for the world to see. But I'm not sure that I'm going to make a habit of having

every woman open her purse to see if she's carrying or whatever. The policy is

what it is. There's a level or degree to which I will go or not go in enforcing the

policy.

Q: We've seen yearly battles over school vouchers and groups called school

tuition organizations where people can get tax credits for giving to these groups

that fund private school scholarships. Efforts to expand vouchers to all children

have failed in recent years. Will we see a new effort this year?

A: We have a lot of new members, so it's a bit early to say. My gut is that I don't

know that construction of the Legislature on school choice has really changed

that much during the past two years and the upcoming two years. I think a lot of

the resistance to the expansion to the universal (vouchers) had to do with a

timing issue, and that was Prop. 123 and not wanting to rock the boat there.

Q: We see legislation every year adding more abortion restrictions. They

generally pass, although some are blocked by the courts. What's coming this

year?

A: I think a lot of folks, not just on the abortion issue but a number of issues, are

in wait and see mode with the feds — we really don't know what's going to be

happening at the federal level. So I'm not sure that there will be much. And

obviously we have gone about as far as you can go within the context of the 9th

Circuit and their opinions, and the U.S. Supreme Court.

Q: The former director of the Department of Economic Security was ousted after
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using provisions of a civil service overhaul passed several years ago to fire more

than 500 people, many apparently without cause. Are you planning to revisit that

law because of those fi…

Mazda CX-9 2017 Review
The production of the 2017 Mazda CX-9 will most likely put
Mazda among the global leaders in the SUV market.

Learn More

Sponsored by inPowered

0 Comments Myinforms.com Login!1

Share⤤ Sort by Newest

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Addd Privacy🔒

Recommend♥

Quick Fix: Clean Your Car Windows with
Cornstarch and Vinegar [GIF]
Allstate offers everyday peace of mind through tips and
education about safety & preparedness.

Learn More

Sponsored by Allstate

Last news

The Latest: House lines up vote on Israel
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takes office later this…
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establish a federal government in the West Bank in…
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Why did House GOP vote to limit independent ethics office?
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Recent Kansas Editorials

The Hutchinson News, Dec. 30 State mandates expensive alternative to guns in public

buildings Reno County had to spend considerable taxpayer money to keep guns out of

its courthouse - belying the usual aversion of conservative Kansas lawmakers to

government mandates and unnecessary spending. Not when it comes to guns.…
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Congress returns and Republicans are in charge: 6 things to watch

WASHINGTON — The new Congress convenes today, and Republicans have a long list of

promises to keep. But with a Republican president in Donald J. Trump, they are vowing

to end gridlock in W…
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Having a marijuana offense on a person’s record can wreak havoc on that person’s life

for many years, well after they were caught with marijuana. A marijuana conviction can

prevent a person from getting financial assistance in college, prevent them from getting

a job, and even prevent them from being approved for a rental property to live in. That’s
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Trump names China critic Lighthizer as U.S. trade representative

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President-elect Donald Trump on Tuesday named Robert

Lighthizer, an official in the Reagan administration and harsh critic of China's trade

practices, to be his chief trade negotiator, responsible for better deals aimed at reducing

U.S. trade deficits. …
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Southern Kaduna: Dambazau Cautions Against Religious Conflicts

The Honourable Minister of the Interior, Lt Gen (Rtd) Abdulrahman Bello Dambazau has

called on all well-meaning Nigerians not to … The post Southern Kaduna: Dambazau

Cautions Against Religious Conflicts appeared first on…
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UK's Brussels representative resigns

The UK’s permanent representative in Brussels, Sir Ivan Rogers, has resigned, British

media reported on Tuesday.   Sir Ivan, who was appointed to the role of permanent

representative by David Cameron in 2013, had been expected to play a key role in Brexit

talks expected to start within months.   The Foreign Office said it would not give reasons
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Forbes: Russia's Gazprom starts off 2017 lobbying for new Baltic Sea pipeline

Russia's natural gas giant Gazprom started the year off right, at least in the eyes of the

Kremlin. It took a roundabout swipe at its former ally Ukraine in lobbying Europe

through the press that another Baltic Sea pipeline was needed due to record-breaking

deliveries into Europe via the Nord Stream line, according to Kenneth Rapoza’s article
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State Treasury reveals balance in single account as of Jan 1

The balance in the single account of Ukraine’s State Treasury as of January 1, 2017 was

almost twice lower than on December 1, 2016, the agency reports on its…

01.03 / 14:24 unian.info

Democrats would be smart to embrace Keith Ellison as DNC chair

It’s time to bring Sanders’s most committed supporters into the party. Many members of

the Democratic Party establishment remain profoundly angry at Bernie Sanders and the

leading supporters of his 2016 primary campaign. Conversely, many grassroots Sanders

supporters …
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Before national-level outcomes drove most of the city into despair, the late evening of

November 8 carried a feeling of purpose inside Hotel Chantelle on the Lower East Side.

Yuh-Line Niou and her supporters had gathered in the lounge to watch poll results for

Assembly District 65, and by…

Trump threat to GM: Make the Chevy Cruze in U.S. 'or pay big border tax'

“General Motors is sending Mexican made model of Chevy Cruze to U.S. car dealers-tax

free across border. Make in U.S.A. or pay big border tax!” Donald Trump wrote on

Twitter Tuesday morning. | Getty...Read more …
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Ziegler may be unopposed in re-election bid

State Supreme Court Justice Annette Ziegler may be unopposed this spring in her bid for

a second 10-year term. No one had registered to challenge Ziegler by the latest update

from the Elections…
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Americans Are Feeling Good About 2017

Americans are less than thrilled about the way 2016 turned out but are feeling good

about the year ahead. (To see survey question wording, click here.) (Want a free daily

e-mail update? If it's in the news, it's in our polls). Rasmussen Reports updates are also

available on Twitter or Facebook. The survey of 1,000 American Adults was conducted on
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Fake News About the Office of Congressional Ethics

The mainstream media are abuzz with claims that House Republicans have voted to

"gut" or "eviscerate" the Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE), or to strip it of its…
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