
Urena in the Dominican Republic. She has 
authored scholarly articles and chapters and 
presented at national conferences, accord-
ing to the release.

MCC 1 of top 150 community 
colleges in the country

The Aspen Institute College Excellence 
Program on Jan. 27 named Mesa Commu-
nity College as one of the nation’s top 150 
community colleges eligible to compete for 
the 2017 Aspen Prize for Community College 
Excellence and $1 million in prize funds, as 
well as Siemens Technical Scholars Program 
student scholarships, according to a press 
release.

The prize, awarded every two years, is a 
recognition of high achievement and perfor-
mance among America’s community colleg-
es and recognizes institutions for exceptional 
student outcomes in four areas: student 
learning, certifi cate and degree completion, 
employment and earnings, and access and 
success for minority and low-income stu-
dents.

“Community colleges have tremendous 
power to change lives, and their success will 
increasingly defi ne our nation’s economic 
strength and the potential for social mobil-
ity in our country,” said Josh Wyner, execu-

tive director of the Aspen Institute College 
Excellence Program. “This competition is 
designed to spotlight the excellent work be-
ing done in the most effective community 
colleges, those that best help students ob-
tain meaningful, high-quality education and 
training for competitive-wage jobs after col-
lege. We hope it will raise the bar and pro-
vide a roadmap to better student outcomes 
for community colleges nationwide.”

Mesa Community College and 149 other 
community colleges announced they were 
selected from a national pool of more than 
1,000 public two-year colleges using publicly 
available data on student outcomes in three 
areas:

•Performance (retention, graduation 
rates including transfers, and degrees and 
certifi cates per 100 full-time equivalent stu-
dents)

•Improvement (awarded for steady im-
provement in each performance metric over 
time)

•Equity (evidence of strong completion 
outcomes for minority and low-income stu-
dents)

“MCC launched ‘Mission 2020’ in 2009, 
with the ambitious goal of increasing student 
completion of degrees and certifi cates by 50 
percent by year 2020,” said MCC President, 
Dr. Shouan Pan. “ We are well on our way 
to achieve that goal, and are resolved to con-
tinue our pursuit of educational excellence.”

A list of the selected colleges and details 
on the selection process are available at 
www.aspenprize.org.
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Cancer treatment, 
close to home.
Our comprehensive clinics are now open.

When we care about each other, we look out for each other. And if you’re battling cancer, 
you’ll want a comprehensive team with your own Nurse Navigator by your side. It’s why 
we’re partnering with Ironwood Cancer & Research Centers in the East Valley—to bring 
expert care closer to you, right where you need it. 
 
Learn more at dignityhealth.org/eastvalleycancerclinic 
or call 877.602.4111.

Ironwood Cancer
& Research CentersComprehensive Cancer Clinic

SAVE
$2.00

Come
& Join

The Fun!!

SAVE
$10.00

Lost Dutchman Days
February 26th - 28th

CARNIVAL RIDES
$20.00 All Day Ride Pass $30.00 at the gate

APACHE JUNCTION INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
Rodeo Tickets Only

2066 W. Apache Trail #110 • 480.982.7799

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THESE LOCATIONS

Rodeo Tickets Now On Sale!
RODEO: Adult $10.00* Child $6.00*

*Advance ticket prices only. $2.00 more at the gate.

APACHE JUNCTION CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Rodeo Tickets and Carnival Passes

567 W. Apache Trail • 480.982.3141

CRAZY HORSE SADDLE SHOP
Rodeo Tickets Only

1484 W. Apache Trail • 480.671.0381


