Our Critters Inspire
Young Minds
Wildlife presentations at schools or special events are not only
entertaining but serve to teach about conservation and sustainability.
The up-close and personal exhibits also may spark an interest in
young students to pursue college and a career in science.
Some of the wildlife on our Animal Road Show includes the Rosy

To Inquire about an
Animal Road Show

Boa, Common Kingsnake, Gopher Snake, Desert Iguana, Speckled

Contact Griffin Logue,
exhibits curator - Life Science,
mary.logue@mesacc.edu.

Blonde Tarantula. Please note that our wildlife presentations are

Rattlesnake, Hopi Rattlesnake, Gila Monster, Desert Tortoise, Sonoran
Desert Toad, Tiger Salamander, Desert Hairy Scorpion and Arizona
arranged according to availability, audience, venue, season and the
welfare of the animals.

The Best Two Years Of a Four-Year Degree
Earn your associate degree at MCC Red Mountain and prepare to transfer
to one of more than 45 university partners that welcome MCC credits
including our signature partners ASU, NAU and UA. Learn more about
MAPP and other partner pathways at mesacc.edu/red-mountain. Complete
your Freshman and Sophomore college courses in the Arizona General
Education Curriculum (AGEC) at MCC and then transfer directly to the
university of your choice. Questions? Stop by Enrollment Services in the
Mesquite building or call 480-654-7600.

MCC Red Mountain Campus
7110 E. McKellips Road
Mesa, AZ 85207
480-654-7200

Wildlife, Conservation
and Sustainability
MCC Red Mountain invites you to learn about our
nurturing Sonoran Desert campus

MCC Southern & Dobson Campus
1833 W. Southern Ave.
Mesa, AZ 85202
480-461-7000

facebook.com/CrittersRedMt
12/16

Explore

The Maricopa County Community College District is an EEO/AA institution.

mesacc.edu/red-mountain

“

I appreciate the care that’s
been taken to preserve the
desert surroundings. It’s
cool that all the native
plants have been preserved
and they put signs identifying them. It’s fun to see the
birds and other animals on
campus because they were
here long before we were.

“

Kaym Garcia, student

Awards
•

National Wildlife Federation’s 2016
Wildlife Habitat Certification

American Native Plant Society’s 2014
• North
Founders Conservation Award
Game and Fish Department 2012
• Arizona
Heritage Grant
in Energy and Environmental Design
• Leadership
(LEED) Gold Certification for Sustainability
(Saguaro building)

Amid the 98 acres of our vibrant Sonoran Desert campus,
Mother Nature serves as instructor, classroom and learning
habitat. In nature, spring-fed wetland systems, known as
cienegas, are becoming rare. The cienega at Red Mountain
was created as a refuge for endangered plants and animals,
and serves to conserve the species and educate about the
importance of their survival. Partnerships with the Arizona
Game and Fish Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the
Phoenix Zoo and the Desert Botanical Garden allow the cienega
to be a dynamic learning environment where students are
involved in conservation and habitat preservation research.
Endangered populations thriving in the cienega, including the
Desert Pupfish, Gila Topminnow and Lowland Leopard Frogs,
can be used to replenish wild areas or stock new recovery
sites. Watch for other wetland residents including the Sonora
mud turtle, Sonoran Desert Toad, Desert Tortoise, Common
Chuckwalla, Collared Lizard, Desert Spiny Lizard, Desert
Iguana and Round-Tailed Ground Squirrel
We invite you to visit the cienega, located in the center of campus,
to enjoy this welcoming place to relax, observe the desert flora and
meet the wildlife. Bring a picnic or choose food and beverages from
the grill in the nearby Mesquite building.

MCC does not endorse taking animals from the wild. The college has been granted
Wildlife Holding Licenses as well as other special endangered-species permits
by Arizona Game and Fish Department and other federal and state government
agencies. In addition to faculty expertise, MCC has qualified wildlife veterinarians
inspect and treat our animals to maintain their optimal health and well-being.

♦ western diamondback
rattlesnake

♦ black-tailed rattlesnake

♦ rosy boa

♦ speckled rattlesnake

♦ gopher snake

♦ gila monster

♦ glossy snake

♦ sonoran desert toad

♦ tiger rattlesnake

“

Having the large terrarium
with the natural habitat
in the Saguaro building is
great. It was the first time
I’ve ever seen a rattlesnake,
and I could observe it long
enough to really appreciate
its beauty.

Get Face to Face
with Wildlife

Two additional terrariums are built into the walls with views
from the hallway and classroom. One features mountain forest
rattlesnakes and the other integrates a water system and plants
creating a native frog and toad habitat. Classroom labs feature
more animals including snakes, lizards, amphibians, arachnids
and insects. These animal and plant environments benefit
students studying our Life Science anatomy, physiology, biology,
microbiology and biotechnology courses.

“

Mother Nature Thrives
on Our Campus

The Saguaro building is a living laboratory featuring a huge terrarium in the lobby that invites
up-close yet safe observations of Sonoran Desert wildlife including:

Tremayne Manahane,
student

