
 
Senate Meeting Minutes 

1-19-17 

 
In attendance:  

Patrice Nango, Paul Nunez, Lori Liang, Marie Brown, Phil Waclawski, Bruce Peterson, Megan 

McGuire, Bob Galloway, Mark Neeley, Miya Henley, Jeff Messer, Daphne Rossiter, Bryce Bond, 

Janice Pierson, Pam Harrison, Chris Sullivan, Debi Campbell, Kevin Healy, Shereen Lerner, Keith 

Anderson 
xxx = not in attendance 

 

Special Guests:    

 

I. General 
 

A. Call To Order 

 3:02 

B. Approval of Agenda 

 Approved 

C. Approval of Minutes 

 Both sets approved 

 

II. Old Business 
 

A.  
 

III. New Business 
 

A. Donation in memory of Stan Kikkert 

President Harrison brought up for discussion a donation from senate in memory of Stan 

Kikkert in the amount of $100 to the Dr. Stanley Kikkert Scholarship fund. It was approved. 

B. eLearning Expectations 

A senator presented the minor modifications to the eLearning Expectations. Senate approved 

of the revised language with ‘policy’ being changed to ‘policies’. 

A senator noted that other software is used for grading in some disciplines. 

 

IV. Officer Reports 
 

A. Past President’s Report    Paul Nunez 

No report. 

B. President’s Report     Pam Harrison 

President Harrison and Vice President Nango met with interim VPAA Holmes regarding FEP 

delinquency processes. Letters will be sent out. 

C. Vice President’s Report    Patrice Nango 

No report. 



D. Recording Secretary’s Report    Janice Pierson 

Website was updated. 

E. Senate Treasurer’s Report    Phil Waclawski 

We have $8,497.66 in savings and $19,203.68 in checking. 

F. Department Chair Association Liaison Report  Daphne Rossiter 

DCA discussed the issues surrounding department budgets and had a meeting with Jeff 

Darbut. Discussion revolved around what we use our course fees for as we want to reduce 

course fees.  

A senator noted that a process (paperwork) for requesting items needed via course fees is due 

by the beginning of February prioritized within each department. Spend until June may not 

be the direction we take.  

A senator noted that course fees should be spent within the department and not put into a 

college-wide fund for spending. The question is what to do about the excess. 

A senator noted that District is still working on this issue and questioned why we as a college 

are moving forward now.  

A senator noted that course fees will be uniform across District. 

A senator noted that ethically the course fees should go to the course. 

A senator questioned the nebulous different fund from built up balances. 

A senator noted that we are going to cut 3 million from the budget. 

A senator noted that they said they were going to cover requests that had been formerly 

covered by course fees. A task force will be looking at how we are going to pay for what if 

we lower course fees. 

President Harrison is worried about a loss of local control. 

A senator commented that Gail Murphy at District said course fees had to be spent down by 

June 2018 and if there is a small amount they wouldn’t sweep it. 

A senator mentioned that District is taking action on things before it has been thought about. 

A senator met with the FEC President asking what he could do to educate District leadership 

on shared governance and how to communicate effectively.  

A senator who is on the course fees District task force shared all of the data they are 

collecting. He feels that this task force will probably not have any decisions made before 

June 2017. They discussed the economy of scale in relationship to uniform Maricopa course 

fee amounts. The recent culture has been to use course fees rather then have an acceptable 

budget. 

A senator noted that MCC is in better shape then most colleges. 

A senator noted that at some sister colleges course fee tracking has not been done. 

G. Faculty Senate Committees: 

1. Faculty Staffing  

President Harrison said that over the break we welcomed a new library faculty who is a 

transfer. If a faculty transfers that is above and beyond the staffing committee.  

A senator noted that the position application deadline might be extended due to HCM 

being shut down. President Harrison will look into this. 

2. Constitution/Bylaws/Best Practices  

 

3. Faculty Travel  

 

4. Student Outcomes 



 

5. CTL Advisory 

 

6. Professional Rights and Responsibilities 

7. Committees Committee  

 

V. Information/Discussion 
 

A. FEC report 

President Harrison noted that the majority of the FEC report had to do with the compensation 

study and course fees. A new version of the Governing Board resolution was distributed. The 

administration has to have their plan in place within 90 days of the resolution being 

approved.  

Changes to the administrative regulations regarding the syllabus requirements went out to all 

faculty. 

B. Compensation study 

President Harrison stated that the faculty salary scale and faculty compensation is going back 

to meet and confer. Implementation would not be until 2018. The question is how to you 

progress along the current salary scale. 

A senator asked if the work the former group did would be looked at. President Harrison 

said, yes. 

A senator asked if this came out of the compensation study. President Harrison said, yes. The 

results of the study would come to meet and confer and everything would be figured out and 

our Vice Chancellor said, here is what we are doing. 

A senator noted that the faculty part of it was not on the front end of the study but always 

part of it. There was a 3-year lag before the portion regarding faculty came back into scope. 

A senator noted that the meet and confer email always noted that we are waiting on the 

compensation study. He hopes they are taking the initiative to solve whatever problem needs 

to be fixed.  

A senator noted they are working towards a promissory note that the funds will be available 

once a plan is finalized.  

A senator suggested that the Faculty Association should have their own study done on open 

range salary compensation. 

A senator seemed to recall that there was a group of faculty who looked at faculty 

compensation with an outside consultant and came up with a recommendation that was more 

of a hybrid between open range and step based on objectives. 

A senator just sent MCC Senate the Salary System Discussion History document written in 

2013. 

C. Course fees 

See above. 

D. Syllabus requirements 

President Harrison noted that the timing of changing the syllabus requirements was not ideal. 

These changes came as a result of the Federal Government. 

President Harrison said that the disability statement was simplified and she will send it out 

soon. 

E. Faculty Association membership drive follow up 



President Harrison sent out a membership spreadsheet indicating who has paid. District-wide 

we were up 9% in membership.  

F. PAC 

President Harrison noted that the recent ethnic studies bill will not receive a hearing at this 

time. 

 

VI. Zone and At-Large Reports and Significant Happenings/Issues 

A senator said that students can go into Canvas and change their names. The question was 

asked if that has some risks. It is still linked to their unique student number.  

A senator noted that they will be hosting a big theater competition that will take up a major 

part of campus to include parking. It is the third week in February. 

A senator inquired about the online Maricopa Priorities initiative and the fear of colleges 

with smaller online course numbers getting lost in the dialog regarding regularization. 

President Harrison noted a flurry of emails about this issue. We are not the only ones 

concerned. We need some clarification as to what this actually means. A senator explained 

that the emails were sent in order to push forward completion of certain Maricopa Priorities 

initiatives by the required completion date. 

A senator noted a concern of students going to a college based on efficiency and how Rio 

pays faculty differently. 

A senator noted that in March they are having a robotics competition. In April the 

Automotive challenge will be hosted at Glendale.  

A senator noted a meeting on how to update computers based on fund 2. 

A senator noted that there are major differences in the way a sister college teaches similar 

courses to the other Maricopa colleges. 

A senator noted that students are being enrolled without having prerequisites completed. 

A senator noted that this needs to be addressed at DCA. It is advisors enrolling them. In 

addition, when SIS came back online some prerequisites were deleted. 

A senator noted that DRS has a new process asking for testing conditions. Although she does 

not have any tests, she wanted others to be aware. 

A senator noted the book club selected the author of A Place to Stand and the author is 

coming to visit MCC. 

 

 

VII. Reporting Out From Today’s Meeting 

 

A.  
 

VIII. Announcements/Good of the Order/Adjournment 

 

Adjournment 4:35pm 


