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Since drafting our Climate Action Plan in 2010, MCC has made great strides to 

significantly increase awareness of and participation in sustainability. While we have not 

yet had the opportunity to delve into many of the long-range goals listed in the CAP, 

we have made progress on numerous short-range goals. We are making our 

commitment clear and visible by integrating sustainability into everyday activities. MCC 

is now taking a comprehensive approach to incorporate sustainable fundamentals into 

purchasing, events, and daily operations. 

Due to challenges such as limited staff availability, limited funds, and other ongoing 

projects, we have had to delay the significant energy conservation upgrades and 

alternative energy applications. However, in late 2011, the Maricopa Community 

College district began the process of a Request for Proposals (RFP) to hire consultants 

that will work individually with each of the 10 schools in our district to customize energy 

conservation and specific alternative energy goals. We expect much progress on this in 

2012, which will result in progress on some of our more long-range goals. 

At MCC, we are striving to lead by example. We are making our waste reduction 

strategies more evident to both employees and students. We highlight sustainable 

efforts via press release, newsletter, and social media. We are building a framework of 

sustainable campus culture that is collaborative and transparent.  

We are looking to develop metrics to both gauge our progress and reveal areas for 

improvement. We are also building a strategic plan for sustainability not only at our 

school, but at our district level as well. 

Below are details about a variety of ongoing sustainability improvements at MCC. We 

are providing these details with hope that other schools can make use of our successful 

project ideas. 

 

Pure Planet water filtration systems  

In 2009 during our Dumpster Dive event we analyzed the amount of water bottles that 

do not get recycled and found that approximately 500+ water bottles per day end up 

in trash cans. That same year, we also put in place a pilot program to test the viability 

and demand for free filtered water stations on campus for those that bring their own 

reusable container. After a positive outcome of the pilot program, the Student 

Government took the lead in orchestrating funding, along with financial contributions 

from the Recycling Department and the Faculty Association, toward the December 

2010 installation of 10 additional water stations.  The filtered water, hot and cold, is still 



free to anyone bringing their own cup or bottle. No disposable cups are provided at 

the stations. Multiple awareness activities are planned to draw attention to the water 

stations and the reasons for their implementation, including reusable bottle giveaways 

on Earth Day 2011. 

In addition to the freestanding water filling stations, the facilities department began 

installing new drinking fountains with filling stations whenever an old drinking fountain 

was no longer functioning. Over time, we hope to have all fountains contain a filling 

station. 

 

Tobacco Free Environment 

Maricopa BreatheEasy is a healthy-living initiative sponsored by the Maricopa 

Community Colleges in support of the elimination of tobacco products from all District 

property. Effective July 1, 2012, all District property will be smoke- and tobacco-free, 

extending the smoke-free environment of our buildings to the boundaries of District 

property.  The Maricopa Community Colleges are invested not only in academic 

achievement but in developing life skills that will promote individual and civic wellness. 

Colleges prepare students to cope with the reality of living situations. One emerging 

reality is that fewer and fewer spaces permit smoking and tobacco use. In growing 

numbers, worksites, restaurants, public buildings, shopping malls, healthcare and 

transportation facilities are 100% smoke-free. A tobacco-free environment will make our 

colleges more attractive venues for events attended by the public; community event 

organizers will favor tobacco-free campuses when choosing event locations. We have 

a responsibility to our students and employees to provide a safe and healthful 

environment. In addition to causing direct health hazards, smoking contributes to 

college costs in other ways, including potential fire damage, cleaning and 

maintenance costs, and costs associated with absenteeism, health care, and medical 

insurance. Providing a tobacco-free campus is another example of our commitment to 

student, employee, and community wellness. 

http://wellness.maricopa.edu/breathe-easy/ 

 

Cigarette Butt Clean-up 

In Spring of 2012, the MCC Peervention volunteers coordinated a cigarette butt clean-

up as part of a health walk around campus. Over a period of 1.5 hours, volunteers 

collected approximately a 5-gallon bucket full of cigarette butts off of the ground 

surrounding just 4 campus buildings. Volunteers were amazed at the quantity of butts 

found on the ground in smoking areas, despite the presence of ashtrays. They discussed 

the butts blowing into surrounding non-smoking areas, as well as the fact that many 

people just toss their butt onto the ground as litter. They witnessed birds attempting to 

http://wellness.maricopa.edu/breathe-easy/


pick up butts off the ground. They also spoke to people in the smoking areas about the 

upcoming district-wide smoking ban on all property. This event helped draw attention 

to the damage cigarettes do, not just to the human body but also to all of the 

surrounding environment. 

 

Follett Bookstore Green Initiative 

MCC partners with Follett as our textbook resource, with a Follett store right on campus. 

Follett has set a goal to reduce in-store shopping bag consumption by more than 50 

percent this fiscal year.  This fall alone, the network of more than 900 stores will prevent 

3.5 million bags from entering our landfills and waterways. 

 

Follett reports:                                                                                                      

To achieve this goal our campus stores will only supply bags for customers who request 

them. Though bags will always be available, we are confident our customers will 

support this initiative.  

 Follett is committed to reducing our energy use by five percent each year.  One 

way we are achieving this goal is installing T5 fluorescent lighting in our stores that 

delivers 33 percent in energy savings. 

 We are reducing our footprint by shipping textbooks in cartons made of 35 

percent post-consumer recycled content and also use biodegradable air 

cushions made from 100 percent recyclable material when we ship textbooks.  

 We donate or recycle electronic products through our robust eCycling program.  

Last year, we prevented nearly 50,000 pounds of toxins from entering landfills.  

 Additionally, we are working toward LEED certification for our new distribution 

center by implementing practical and measureable green solutions. 

 

WhiteBoards and Markers 

During classroom remodel projects, we are installing Smartboards or white board paint 

(depending on classroom needs). Smartboards allow more interactive lessons and 

reduce the need for handouts and notetaking, as well as eliminating the purchase and 

disposal of whiteboard markers. The whiteboard paint will result in no future waste 

disposal of removable white boards, and are cleaned only with water, eliminating 

purchase of chemical cleaners.  Departments are also encouraged to purchase 

refillable whiteboard markers. These are made of 91% recycled content,  refillable up to 

five times, and recyclable at end-of-life through our Terracycle collaboration. 

 



BYOB employee events 

For the two all-school events held for employees each semester, all event notifications 

now indicate that attendees should bring their own reusable cups and bottles for their 

beverages. A few members of the sustainability committee also purchased coffee 

mugs at Goodwill on half-off day in order to give mugs to those that did not bring their 

own for the first few events. Each semester, more employees now bring reusable drink 

containers and less disposable containers are being offered. 

 

Field Trip opportunities 

In March 2011, a Geography faculty member offered a new overnight “Urban 

Exploration” field trip for students and employees of MCC. The trip consisted of a two-

day tour of the Phoenix area by bicycle to look at history, contemporary urban land 

uses, architecture, transportation systems, and water usage, among other topics. They 

traveled mainly on residential streets and canal paths. Areas toured by bike included a 

30-mile ride touring Downtown Tempe, the Salt River, Pueblo Grande, Grand Canal, 

and Arizona Canal. They also had a 35-mile ride on day 2 touring gentrified 

neighborhoods, Downtown Glendale and Phoenix, the Western & Highline Canals, and 

South Phoenix. Between rides, the participants camped overnight at the White Tank 

Mountain Regional Park Campground. In all, 26 students, 2 employees, and 1 

administrator took part in the tour. 

Visit the link at http://www.mesacc.edu/recycle/othersustainability.html for the full 

Urban Exploration field trip information. 

The Environmental Action Club offers a variety of field trips each semester to places like 

the Riparian Reserve and the San Pedro Conservation Area.  

 

New class offerings 

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) created a multidisciplinary 

instructional council comprised of faculty from both academic plus career and 

technical education. Four multidisciplinary courses have been implemented from the 

Sustainability Instructional Council (IC). They are all being taught at MCC. 

 SUS100 Introduction to Sustainability. The course description reads: “Introduction 

to the basic concepts of sustainability. Includes challenges of land, ocean, and 

resource management as well as the built environment. Also covers connections 

between global, local and personal sustainability challenges and responses at 

each level.” 

http://www.mesacc.edu/recycle/othersustainability.html


 In Fall 2010, MCC began offering SUS110, Sustainable Worlds. The course 

description reads: “Introduction to the field of sustainability and exploration of 

the interaction between human and natural global systems. Framework for 

analyzing and investigating the global challenges such as  land use change, 

competition for water and other natural resources, and renewable energy 

concerns and crises.” 

 

 In Spring 2011 MCC began offering SSH111, Sustainable Cities. The course 

description reads: “Introduction to the field of sustainability and exploration of 

the practices leading to the development of sustainable cities. Explores the 

concept of sustainable development of cities within local, regional, and global 

contexts.” 

 In Spring of 2012 MCC began offering SCT100: Introduction to Sustainable Built 

Environments. The course description reads: “Study of the built environment and 

implications on human health, the natural environment, and society. 

Understanding of strategies that achieve sustainable design. Exploration of 

positive and negative sustainable product attributes. Emphasis on Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design (LEED).” 

Additionally, these course offerings were also made: 

 In Fall of 2010 MCC began offering PHI216, Environmental Ethics. The course 

description reads: “Philosophical consideration of diverse theories and 

perspectives on the environment, and application of these theories to global 

moral issues such as animal rights, preservation of wilderness and species, 

population, world hunger and poverty, and air and water pollution.” 

 In Fall of 2010, MCC began offering both a Certificate of Completion and an 

AAS Degree in Sustainable Food Systems. The program description reads: “The 

program provides students with an overview of the Nation’s current food model 

and alternative methods for creating a more sustainable model. Courses include 

concepts supporting the real food movement, which represents reeducating 

people about the way food is grown, purchased, prepared, consumed, and 

better ways to dispose of the waste. In addition, courses will cover 

sanitation guidelines, basic principles, and preparation techniques for 

the cooking and baking process.” 

 

 In Fall of 2010, MCC began offering CNS205, Sustainable Construction/LEED 

Certification. The course description reads: “Fundamentals of major components 

of sustainable design and construction, including energy, health care facilities, 

cultural and natural resources, and other environmental and economic issues of 

sustainable built environments. Importance of a collaborative team effort with 



owner, developers, architects, engineers, and constructors will be integrated into 

the course. Issues impacting schedule and budgets of sustainable construction 

projects will be analyzed. Prepares student for the Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED) Certification Exam.” 

 

 The Sustainability Certificate (an academic certificate) was approved on 

4/24/12 by the MCC Curriculum Committee. It will now go to the District 

Curriculum Committee for approval. Pending the approval process we will be 

offering the Sustainability Certificate this fall. It is comprised of 4 paths: Path One: 

Earth Systems; Path Two: Social, Political, Economic Treatment of the Earth; Path 

Three: Coupled Human-Environment Systems; Path Four: Human Transformation 

of the Earth. Each path has a menu of courses the students can select from. The 

Sustainability Certificate is 15-16 hours. The two required courses for all 4 paths 

are SUS110 and SSH111. 

 

Alumni Field Trip 

In 2012, Alumni were offered a field trip to tour the Salt River Landfill and Recycling 

Facility that serves MCC. Due to space constraints, the tour was limited to 50 people, 

and 50 alumni quickly registered. The audience was very engaged during the tour, and 

the alumni director indicated that it was reported to be a favorite field trip among 

those offered for the alumni. 

 

Paper Reduction Campaign 

The Maricopa Community Colleges implemented a districtwide paper reduction 

campaign. Each of the 10 schools reported their paper use as of October 2011 and in 

May 2012 MCC was able to report an 11% reduction in copy paper use (compared 

Nov-Apr use from FY10/11 and FY11/12). The goal for the district was 10,000 pledges by 

the end of 2012, and as of April we are almost halfway to meeting the goal. The MCC 

Environmental Sustainability Coordinator sent out awareness emails a few times each 

month noting our pledge counts in comparison to our sister schools, along with 

information, tips, and links to help let everyone know how and why it is important to 

reduce their paper consumption both at work and at home. Pledge drives were done 

several times during each semester. 

http://sustainability.maricopa.edu/paper-reduction/ 

 

http://sustainability.maricopa.edu/paper-reduction/


Office Supply Redistribution 

Throughout 2010, the MCC Recycling Team routinely solicited departments for their 

unused office supplies in order to redistribute them to other departments. This resulted in 

six giveaway events throughout the year. The total value of supplies redistributed was 

$14,812; this cost includes strictly the value of the material goods and did not include 

other secondary savings, such as: 

o the reduced landfill disposal costs and landfill space for the items, had they 

been disposed of 

o the packaging waste generated from the new items that would have been 

purchased, had these used supplies not been made available. Additional costs 

saved from not landfilling the packaging waste of new products. 

o shipping fuels and labor costs for new items to be delivered 

An unanticipated but welcome result of this program is that new employees are now 

often referred to the recycling team to obtain used office supplies to stock their desk 

prior to purchasing any supplies out of budget funds. 

Due to increased participation, the redistribution program grew in in 2011 resulting in a 

year-round reuse supply storage area so that twice monthly supply giveaway events 

could occur instead of staging an event every other month. The 2011 supply value that 

was redistributed was approximately $10,709. While there was a decrease in reuse 

value, participation and awareness increased, possibly indicating less overall wasteful 

purchases throughout campus. 

 

Lost and Found sale 

Our Service Learning department organizes a Lost and Found sale annually. They store 

the year’s unclaimed lost and found items and then put them out for sale in December 

to raise funds for the Service Learning Department. All items left unsold were donated to 

charity.  In December 2010 the department raised $2235.68 to support the “$100 

Difference Grant” which grants funds to students to complete a service-learning 

project. 

 

Orphan Pottery sale 

MCC sells student and employee pottery projects that were unclaimed or unwanted at 

the end of each semester. This allows us to avoid landfilling these bulky and heavy 

items. The money raised goes back to the art department. 



Free LEED training offer 

In 2011, due to our status as a signatory with the ACUPCC, MCC had the opportunity to 

allow employees to take the USGBC Green Building Basics and LEED online course for 

free.  Twenty employees requested access to take the free course.  These employees 

work in a variety of fields, including custodial, exercise science, interior design, 

geography, media, business systems, counseling, applied sciences, technology, and 

electromechanical. 

 

Coffee Grounds project 

MCC is home to the largest public rose garden in the desert southwest, which is the only 

significant public rose garden begun in the area since 1974. The Rose Garden at Mesa 

Community College is an excellent example of the unique and outstanding results that 

can be achieved through one of Mesa Community College's community partnerships. 

The garden provides a beautiful setting for students and the public to enjoy our nation's 

national flower. In January 2011, MCC collaborated with the Mesa-East Valley Rose 

Society to divert our coffee ground waste from the landfill. The coffee grounds from 

both the Thunderbird Cafeteria (run by Chartwell’s) and the independent Grounds for 

Thought coffee shop locations on campus both participate in the program, tentatively 

named Grounds for Grounds, and volunteers collect and transport the coffee grounds 

to the garden weekly. 

 

Terracycle 

In 2010 MCC and the other colleges in the Maricopa Community College District were 

offered an opportunity to partner with Terracycle (www.terracycle.net) to begin 

recycling some “hard-to-recycle” waste. Because of this partnership, we now have the 

ability to not only recycle pens, pencils, markers, cell phones, and inkjets, but we also 

earn funds toward a Sustainability Scholarship for our school district. In March of 2012, 

the Maricopa Community Colleges were designated by Terracycle as one of the top 

100 collectors of writing instruments out of 1200 brigades in the country. 

 

New Café Vendor – Chartwell’s 

In 2010, the Maricopa County Community College District put out an RFP for a new 

food service vendor. There was wording in place in the RFP pertaining to sustainability. 

http://www.terracycle.net/


In summer of 2010, Chartwell’s won the bid and set up in the MCC Thunderbird Café. 

The campus sustainability officer met with the manager to ensure that the usual café 

offering of sytrofoam cups and plates would be replaced by paper products.  They also 

began selling reusable bottles and offering discounted drink refills when using any type 

of reusable bottle or cup. Chartwell’s also participates in numerous other sustainable 

actions, including: 

 Napkins are made of 100% recycled content 

 EnergyStar appliances are purchased as equipment is replaced 

 Cage free eggs used 

 Seafood chosen based on Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch guidelines 

 Free ice and water offered if you bring your own reusable bottles 

 All cans, cardboard, and packaging generated in the kitchen area are recycled 

 Oil from fryers is recycled through Baker Commodities 

(www.bakercommodities.com) 

 All milk is locally sourced from Shamrock, founded in Arizona in 1922 

 The remodel installed all compact fluorescent lighting for energy efficiency 

 Ecolabs cleaning products used 

 Donuts come from a locally owned bakery, not a nationwide chain 

 Vegetarian options every day 

 Dishwashers are run only when completely full to save water and energy 

 All lights and equipment (except emergency lights and refrigeration) are turned 

off after hours 

 Condiments are offered in bulk instead of individual disposable packaging 

 Some produce is locally grown 

 Some produce is organic 

 In 2012, Chartwell’s installed dispensers for flatware and napkins to reduce waste 

http://www.chartwellshighereducation.com/Live_Enhance_the_Quality_of_Life_CHE.cf

m 

Contest – EPA Game Day Recycling Challenge 

In October of 2010, MCC took part in the EPA Game Day Recycling Challenge for the 

first time. The Game Day Challenge is a friendly competition for colleges and universities 

to promote waste reduction at their football games. This Challenge is an initiative of 

EPA’s WasteWise program. MCC was the only community college and only school in 

Arizona to participate.  At MCC’s homecoming game, a majority of the trash cans were 

removed from use, and the trash cans that remained were paired up with a recycle 

bin. Volunteers and signage announced the event at the entrance in order to establish 

awareness. There was a “guess-how-many” recycling game with nearly 200 people 

participating. The winner received a gift package of sustainable and recycled content 

products. Throughout each quarter, announcements were made over the PA to remind 

patrons to recycle. At the halftime event, we presented the school mascot with a 

sustainable accessory for his costume. As for the results of the challenge: 

MCC ranked number 4 out of 75 schools for lowest per capita waste generation. 

http://www.chartwellshighereducation.com/Live_Enhance_the_Quality_of_Life_CHE.cfm
http://www.chartwellshighereducation.com/Live_Enhance_the_Quality_of_Life_CHE.cfm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/wastewise/index.htm


MCC ranked number 5 out of 75 schools for highest waste diversion rate. 

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/partnerships/wastewise/challenge/gameday/results.ht

m 

 

 

Environmental Fund for Arizona fundraiser 

 

In the fall semester of 2010, the MCCCD district put on a semester-long fundraiser for the 

Environmental Fund for Arizona. Employees had the opportunity to sign up for payroll 

deduction or one-time donations. A gift-basket auction was held, with basket contents 

being donated by numerous local and sustainable businesses.  Funds earned from the 

auction went to EFAZ. Their organization also worked with their partnering agencies to 

provide two $500 sustainability scholarships as part of a district-wide fundraising contest.  

http://www.enviromentalfundarizona.com/ 

 

 

Product evaluations 

 

Our campus sustainability committee members evaluated new eco-friendly refillable 

whiteboard markers. After their trial period, the faculty members agreed that they 

would recommend the markers to their department purchasing officers. The committee 

agreed that they would like to do additional ‘green’ product reviews in the future. Our 

supply vendor noted a significant increase in refillable whiteboard marker purchases. 

http://pilotbegreen.us/products/index.php#whiteboard_markers 

 

 

 

Xeriscape 

Several areas of campus were re-landscaped in 2010 and 2011. All of the landscaping 

projects incorporated xeriscaping, which is the desired method of low-water use and 

low maintenance planting that is preferred in the arid southwest. Additional areas of 

campus were landscaped in 2012 to remove high water-use grass and replace it with 

drought-tolerant xeriscaping, and an overall campus plan was established to replace 

most every grassy area on campus with xeriscape. A lush grassy oasis will be left in the 

center of campus where many students tend to spend time between classes. 

 

 

Computer Repurpose and/or Retirement Process 

The reuse and repurpose of computer equipment is a common college practice that 

maximizes benefit from cost of ownership and increases utility of the item beyond initial 

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/partnerships/wastewise/challenge/gameday/results.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/partnerships/wastewise/challenge/gameday/results.htm
http://www.enviromentalfundarizona.com/
http://pilotbegreen.us/products/index.php#whiteboard_markers


depreciation. Our Technology Support Services (TSS) team will schedule a technician to 

pick up any unwanted computer related equipment from all departments and labs. TSS 

will evaluate if the items can be reused/repurposed or retired (via surplus auction or e-

waste disposal process).  

 

Community Garden 

In the Fall of 2011, the MCC Urban Horticulture faculty and students began operating a 

community garden. Their mission is to promote interest in sustainable gardening, healthy 

eating, local food production, and healthy living. Eighty plots were made available for 

a fee, and all eighty were quickly claimed and planted. In the Spring of 2012, the MCC 

Community Garden was awarded “Best Community Garden” by the East Valley 

Tribune. http://bestof.eastvalleytribune.com/2012/winners/people_and_places#winner_173 

Future garden plans include expanding into offering a farmer’s market. 

http://www.mesacc.edu/community/garden/ 

 

 

Auto Lab 

Our automotive lab allows students hands-on opportunities to work in a repair shop 

setting. The lab recycles all coolant drained from vehicles, and it also purchases 

recycled coolant to be used. 

 

Electric Vehicle Chargers 

MCC partnered with Ecotality and, with grant funds, was able to have three Blink 

electric vehicle chargers installed at the Southern/Dobson location. These chargers 

service a total of 5 parking places and were the only chargers available in the city. The 

total project cost was $14,440, all covered by grant funds, through the year 2012. As of 

January 2013, MCC’s monthly cost to keep and maintain service for the chargers will be 

only $60. 

http://www.mesacc.edu/recycle/sustainability.html 

 

 

 

http://bestof.eastvalleytribune.com/2012/winners/people_and_places#winner_173
http://www.mesacc.edu/community/garden/
http://www.mesacc.edu/recycle/sustainability.html


Children’s Center 

The MCC Children’s Center is always incorporating sustainability education into various 

activities. In the past year, they have: 

 introduced the children to vermiculture by allowing them to vermicompost their 

fruit/veggie scraps from their snacks 

 built a 6 foot tall igloo out of 314 one-gallon milk and water jugs 

 built a fire-truck out of cardboard boxes 

 had the City of Mesa recycling presentation by Charlie the Recycling Chimp 

 begun recycling pens, markers, pencils, and glue sticks 

 

Graduation 

 In Spring 2011, Faculty graduation regalia offerings included three options, two of 

which included rental (for future re-use) and GreenWeaver brand products. 

GreenWeaver products are made of 100% recycled postconsumer plastic 

bottles. More information on GreenWeaver can be found in the appendix. On 

average, we sell 7-10 sets of cap/gowns each year and rent 4 sets. 

 We began purchasing our announcements, invitations, and programs from 

Ashlee’s Print Shoppe, a family-owned and operated local business. 

 We offered the Green Graduation Pledge. In 2011 we had the pledge listed on 

the display screen as the guests arrived. In 2012, we were able to include the 

pledge in the printed programs, as well as offer pledging students a green lapel 

pin to wear during the ceremony.  http://www.mesacc.edu/graduation/green-

pledge.html 

 The volunteer options now include an option to choose to be part of the 

recycling clean-up team after the ceremony. 

 

Reused and Solar-Lit Signage 

New signage was implemented throughout the campus including large directories and 

parking lot signage. Instead of purchasing new signage for the parking lots, a vendor 

was chosen that was willing to remove our old metal signage in stages and refurbish it. 

For parking areas that needed new signage, previously existing posts were relocated 

and used whenever possible, and the vendor purchased “scratch & dent” cast-offs 

and remnants of aluminum for use as needed. The new directory project incorporated 

solar lighting to eliminate the need for trenching and wiring as well as for energy 

efficiency and modeling sustainability in action for our students. 

http://www.mesacc.edu/graduation/green-pledge.html
http://www.mesacc.edu/graduation/green-pledge.html


Trash can conversion 

As part of a project that was part beautification/part sustainability, new outdoor waste 

and recycling receptacles were purchased. Previously, steel trash cans were placed 

haphazardly around campus and were unnecessary in many places. Some had 

recycling bins nearby, but they were frequently moved away from the recycling bin, 

causing contamination of both the trash and recycling with unwanted contents. These 

trash cans would become rusted and dented over time, resulting in frequent 

replacement purchases. The cans came with lids which were unneeded and 

immediately disposed of via our metal recycler. In order to improve aesthetics and 

eliminate waste and ongoing purchases, matching stationary waste/recycling 

receptacles were purchased and placed strategically around campus. This resulted in 

students always having the option to recycle when disposing of waste in the outdoor 

areas, as well as reduced contamination and improved overall aesthetics. 

The campus also had numerous concrete waste receptacles placed haphazardly. 

When asked why they were placed in such close proximity of each other, the answer 

was “I don’t know, it’s just always been that way since the 1980’s”. The Sustainability 

Team began a program to pair up the concrete waste receptacles in more strategic 

locations, and then paint the lid from one bin of the set blue. This resulted in reduction 

of trash (and trash bin liners) and more opportunities to recycle by repurposing the 

surplus of poorly placed existing bins and spending minimal funds. 

Additionally, the student government had excess funds at the end of the FY11/12, and 

a student passionate about recycling approached the senate to ask for the funds to be 

donated to the campus recycling team. A total of $901 was transferred to the recycling 

account in order to purchase 20 sets of special event bins to be placed out at various 

student events each semester. 

 

 

Summer Youth College Gifted Academy  
 

June 20-23, 2011 the Southern and Dobson campus hosted a class called Inventions:  

Reverse Engineering for grades 1-5, 8:30am-3:30pm. 

Class description:  Have you ever wondered how a computer or ceiling fan really 

works?  You will start off the week taking apart broken appliances and electronics.  

Bring your tool box to explore reverse engineering and how things work.  You will then 

use all your parts to create your own invention.  Can you discover and build The Next 

Best Thing? 

 

 



Paper Towel Conservation 

 

Because of budget shortfalls, MCC is not able to purchase energy efficient electric 

hand dryers to replace paper towels. However, in an attempt to encourage 

conservation and reduce paper towel waste, low-cost awareness stickers were 

purchased and placed on the paper towel dispensers throughout campus. According 

to their website, a “Remember, These Come From Trees” sticker is estimated to reduce 

paper towel consumption by 15%, saving 100 pounds of paper towels per year, which is 

the approximate amount generated by one tree. This could potentially reduce not only 

our paper towel waste, but it would also reduce spending on both towels and waste 

fees, as well as reduce the emissions generated from manufacturing and shipping of 

the 38,000 pounds of paper towels purchased by our campus each year. Reducing our 

consumption by just 15% would result in 5,700 pounds of paper towels saved. 

www.thesecomefromtrees.com 

 

http://www.thesecomefromtrees.com/

