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Fall 2004, voters approved a $951 million bond 
initiative for the Maricopa County Community College 
District (MCCCD) which included $90 million for Mesa 
Community College (MCC). Following is an update  
on how MCC is using its bond monies to build new 
facilities and improve existing buildings.

Construction Cost Outlook

It is important to note that the 2004 bond package accounted for a 3% increase in 
materials and labor costs each year; however, costs have increased by 37% since 
January 2004 and continue to rise.  MCC is responding by looking at innovative 
solutions, including collaborations and partnerships, to supplement the College’s 
bond dollars so that all projects can be completed. 

Note: Project completion dates are subject to change based on construction 
schedules.



Southern and Dobson Campus
Physical Science and Health and  
Wellness Buildings
MCC’s original plans for Southern and Dobson 
called for the construction of both a new 
Physical Science building and a Health and 
Wellness building. Given the rise in construction 
costs, MCC elected to build a new Physical 
Science facility which opened this fall and to 
refurbish the old Physical Science building 
into a state-of-the-art facility for Health and 
Wellness, which is scheduled for completion  
fall of 2009.

Communication and Humanities 
Capital dollars were originally allocated for a 
new building to house Communication and 
Humanities. As a result of rising costs, the  
existing Humanities and Communication 
buildings will be refurbished. Renovations  
are slated to begin in 2009.

Performing and Fine Arts 
The construction of a new Performing and Fine 
Arts building was originally scheduled to begin 
in 2010. Due to the increase in construction 
costs, MCC moved forward with a new option. 

In May 2008, the College purchased the 
Harkins Theatre and Fuddruckers buildings 
and property located southeast of the Southern 
and Dobson Campus. The Harkins Theatre will 
be remodeled into a performing arts complex 
with construction scheduled to begin in 2010. 
Discussion is underway concerning specific 
plans for the Fuddruckers building.

Site Development  
The Kirk Student Center is scheduled to 
be refurbished beginning May 2010 to add 
additional space for students to gather and 
socialize. 

Following are some of the site development 
projects completed to date:

• Upgrades to heating and cooling 
 systems to improve energy efficiency 

• Creation of 8 new tennis courts

•  Installation of additional security  
 cameras, a state-of-the-art monitoring  
 system, an improved communication  
 system and increased building safety  
 measures to enhance campus  
 security

• Creation of 231 additional parking   
 spaces for students

• Upgrades to old servers and software  
 and hardware replacements



Red Mountain Campus 
Due to increasing construction costs, one 
large building will replace the original 
plan for three new buildings. The new 
building will include classrooms and 
laboratories, a performing arts facility, 
faculty offices, spaces for students to 
gather and study, a Cyber Café and 
an undergraduate research classroom. 
Groundbreaking took place May 2008 
with a completion date of fall 2009.

Downtown Center         
MCC’s Fire Science Program is the 
driving force behind the Downtown 
Center and will provide regional fire 
training. Negotiations are in progress 
with the City of Mesa to purchase the 
fourth floor of the Carousel View building 
on Centennial Way in downtown Mesa, 
where MCC and NAU are currently 
offering classes. Bond dollars will be 
used for the purchase, remodel, and 
acquisition of new technology for a  
state-of-the-art Fire Training Program. 

Original plans called for the creation of a 
new facility in downtown Mesa. Due to 
inflation and the recent purchase of the 
Harkins and Fuddruckers property, the 
new facility has been relocated to the 
southeast corner of MCC’s Southern and 
Dobson campus. With partners Mesa 
Public Schools and Northern Arizona 
University, MCC will build a P-20 center 
that will eventually offer educational 
programs ranging from preschool through 
the master’s level. Construction of the 
P-20 building is slated to begin summer 
of 2009 with a projected completion date  
of summer 2010. 

Distance Learning 
MCC’s distance learning program, 
particularly online classes, has tripled 
in size over the last several years. A 
new content management system and 
additional computer hardware have been 
purchased and access to online student 
services has been enhanced.

MCC will be seeking accreditation to offer 
an online degree.
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