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Zack Tate's car, No. 5, is actually his father, Freddy Tate's, car. Tate said his father was "racing before I was born," and that
runs in the family.

COOLIDGE — Zack Tate has been racing at Central Arizona Speedway with his father and fellow
driver, Freddy Tate, since he was 16 years old.
Recently, over the course of five nights from June 26 to 30, the 39-year-old liquid waste foreman
from Coolidge outperformed some of the best hobby stock drivers in the nation and won Iowa’s
IMCA Midwest Madness Tour.
If that wasn’t enough, the Saturday after the tour, Tate also went on to place sixth among 24 in a
race at Boone Speedway — a track where the International Motor Contest Association Super
Nationals is set to take place in September.
“It was definitely an honor to finish so good at Boone Speedway,” said Tate, “Thirty-five showed up
but only 24 actually got to race. Several of them had to go home because they didn’t make the
show.
“That was not part of the tour. That was just one we went and did.”
Tate said he wasn’t planning on entering the Madness tour until a friend offered to haul his stock
car and meet him on his way to Nebraska, where he was originally heading to pick up a chassis his
father had ordered.
Dirt Works Contracting of Casa Grande; Tate’s sister-in-law; John D’Ambrosio, his teacher from
Mesa Community College; and a few others also helped sponsor Tate’s participation in the tour.
Across seven straight days of racing, including the two additional races he competed in after the
Madness tour at Marshalltown and Boone Speedways in Iowa, Tate consistently ranked among the
top 10 in his races, with the exception of the second night, in which he placed 11th.
The race that kept him out of the top 10 took place at Clay County Fair Speedway in Spencer, Iowa,
and it was the second and hardest night of the tour, according to Tate, because of its unusual clay
track surface.
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“The thing is, Arizona clay is different than the clay back East,” he said. “The clay at Spencer was
like a yellow, and dirt track racers have to be able to read the track and see like ‘OK, here’s the
groove, there’s the slick kind of side of that,’ and out there it was so different, I couldn’t tell what
was what.”
“It was a huge learning curve,” Tate said. “Adapting to the track surfaces back there was way, way
different than I thought it was going to be.”
Things could’ve ended just as bad or worse on the fifth and final night of the tour, at Stuart
International Speedway, when Tate’s back bumper caught the back wall on one of the laps. He
subsequently lost a large lead to Brandon Cox and Eric Stanton.
But he still managed to place third, one of his higher finishes on the tour, and later that night he was
awarded the title and cash prize, making it his favorite race of the tour.
The maximum racers at any IMCA main event race is 24. First-place finishers earn 40 points,
second, 39, and third place gets 38 points.
“So, wherever you finish you get points,” said Tate, “and then whoever has the highest points in the
end of the fifth race is the champion.”
“The beautiful thing about it is, is back East there is such a huge amount of national champions,
super national champions — you know, guys that race five days a week,” Tate said.
“Out here in Arizona,” he said, stock racers are only lucky to get to race once to three times a
month. “We don’t get nowhere near the racing they get.” Therefore, it was a really prestigious thing
for a racer from Arizona to win that kind of tour.
Having only recently entered the world of IMCA hobby stocks, Tate’s options for tracks and races in
Arizona continues to narrow.
“Dirt track racing in Arizona is starting to fade,” Tate said. “So, Central Arizona out here — the
fairgrounds — is still in business, still going.” However, Central Arizona does not support hobby
stock races. And, he said, it has been rumored that one of only two IMCA hobby-supported
speedways in the state, Canyon Speedway in Peoria, is going to be purchased by a developer,
potentially making this one of its last seasons.
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According to Tate, that would just leave Cocopah Speedway in Somerton for this class of racing in
the state.
“So, we’re only racing probably two to three times a month,” he said.
“We,” would refer to Tate and his racing team, which they have named “Fam Racing.” It is a tightknit team made up of Tate’s father, wife and four daughters as well as his former teacher,
D’Ambrosio, and a handful of his father’s friends. When the team can make it out to Tate’s races, he
said they are there to help with tire changes and boosting morale between laps.
However, for his week away in Iowa for the Madness tour and following races, it was just Tate, his
wife and 11-year-old daughter. His daughter Makenzy, he said, is the child that has shown the most
interest of the four in perhaps having a racing career of her own.
The car he won the title with was purchased in 2020. It has seen its own fair share of scrapes,
bumps and tumbles in its handful of seasons now, including a particularly difficult crash on the car’s
fourth race at Cocopah, when he rolled a wall.
Luckily, the car is built for this kind of action. He describes his hobby stock car as something
similar to “like an ‘80s Chevy Monte Carlo, and they basically cut the whole body off the top, take
everything out to a bare frame, put a roll cage in it and they set just the body on top of the roll
cage.”
The Coolidge driver’s Midwest title can be added to a growing list of accolades. Those include
ranking as the 2019 points champion at Central Arizona Speedway and 15 to 20 Main Event titles
that he has earned over 23 years.
Tate said he will be out on the tracks again for a race at Canyon Speedway in September.

Taylor Griffith
Taylor Griffith is a reporter for PinalCentral covering Coolidge news, education and more.
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