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2019 MCC Hall of Fame honorees
The MCC Hall of Fame honors alumni, community members, and MCC employees whose personal and professional 

accomplishments and positive contributions to the college and community set them apart. They amaze and inspire. 

This year’s Hall of Fame induction ceremony takes place  
Oct. 24, 6 - 8 p.m. at the MCC Theatre, 1833 W. Southern Ave., Mesa, AZ 85202. 

RSVP required - mesacc.edu/alumni/hall-fame 

F. Rockne “Roc” Arnett, 
retired CEO/president of East Valley 
Partnership, first MCC student body 

president

John Meza,  
30-year career with Mesa 

Police Department

Mark Milliron, Ph.D., 
award-winning leader, 

author, speaker and 
consultant

Sasan Poureetezadi, 
Chief Technology Officer, 

Town of Gilbert

David Udall,  
Maricopa County Superior 

Court Judge

Alumni Achievement honorees have reached the pinnacle of accomplishment in their chosen 
professions. Selections are based on professional accomplishments such as leadership and impact, 

innovation, mentoring, awards and honors, as well as service and volunteerism. 
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President’s message

Dear Alumni,

My first year as president of Mesa Community College has been exciting, rewarding 

and fulfilling. I am so grateful to be working with truly dedicated faculty and staff on 

transforming the student experience. I’d like to share some notable accomplishments.

MCC has made remarkable progress in the foundations we are building to achieve our 

benchmark goals in the transformation process. Our new fields of interest and pathway 

mapping allow students to find the most streamlined route to certificate, degree and 

transfer programs.  Innovations in developmental education and integrated student 

support mean greater opportunity for student success. At the heart of the transformation 

process is the goal of providing an equitable education experience for all students by 

helping them meet their needs: academic, non-cognitive (time management, note taking, 

stress handling, etc.) and basic (food, shelter, transportation, etc.). With more than half our students the first in their families to 

attend college and a third from the Hispanic community, these transformative strategies and creative support approaches are vital. 

Knowing that the foundation for college success begins in K-12, MCC is working with Mesa Public Schools to prepare more students 

to successfully achieve college. One such partnership has placed a full-time MCC advisor in each of six Mesa high schools. As a 

result, more MPS seniors are enrolling in college and Early College enrollment has increased as the advisors share how to earn 

college credits in high school through our dual and concurrent programs.

Our Red Mountain campus has seen an increase in enrollment for the first time in several years. New programs at Red Mountain 

include another MPS partnership called the Early College Academy. Students from select Mesa high schools are transported to 

the Red Mountain campus to take classes that meet both high school graduation and college degree requirements. The First Year 

Experience (FYE), new at Red Mountain, offers high school freshmen, mostly first-generation college students, support through 

study sessions, workshops and scholarships. Additionally, this fall semester, the Red Mountain campus welcomed a restructured 

Nurse Assisting program featuring an eight-week schedule so that more students can complete this popular career course. 

The East Valley IT Institute, a collaboration among Mesa Community College, Chandler-Gilbert Community College and Scottsdale 

Community College, has been created to meet the demand for an emerging technological workforce with classes in blockchain, iOS, 

Adobe and Swift/Xcode.  

Dr. Lori Berquam has joined our team in the newly created role of Executive Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs. With 

more than 25 years of leadership experience in higher education, she has a deep understanding of our vision to integrate academic 

engagement with educational experiences. On campus since late July, already she has shown her ability to lead our new model that 

combines academic and student affairs while ensuring we fulfill our goal of transforming into a guided pathways institution. 

On the national stage, a team from the Higher Learning Commission completed a standard, mid-cycle accreditation review and 

reported that MCC meets all of the HLC Criteria for Accreditation, adding positive comments about our Guided Pathways and other 

student-focused achievements.

I would be remiss in not thanking our many active alumni for their important contributions to MCC. I encourage you to be 

ambassadors for MCC, sharing some of the accomplishments I mentioned as well as your own stories of MCC’s role in your lives. If 

you’d like to be more involved, there is an article in this newsletter about new ways for alumni to volunteer.

Sincere regards,

Dr. Rich Haney 
MCC President



MESACC.EDU/ALUMNI  |  480-461-7792  5© 2014 Mesa Community College  |  A Maricopa Community CollegeMESACC.EDU/ALUMNI  |  480-461-7792  © 2019 Mesa Community College  |  A Maricopa Community College2 3

ASU/MCC form 
collaborative, USDA 
urban-agriculture 
nexus project

Mesa Community College (MCC), 
Arizona State University (ASU) and 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture-Agricultural Research 
Service (USDA-ARS) Arid Lands 
Agricultural Research Center (ALARC) 
have teamed up to expand agriculture 
education for MCC and ASU students. 
The end result of the three-year, 
$682,313 grant will be a collaborative 
course of study and articulation 
between ASU’s Ira A. Fulton Schools of 
Engineering and the MCC Sustainable 
Agriculture Program.

Students from MCC and the Fulton 
Schools of Engineering will work side by 
side conducting agricultural research to 
address challenges and identify emerging 
opportunities at the urban-agriculture 
nexus in the desert Southwest. Through 
the grant, the project team will develop 
an experiential learning course, fund two 
master’s-level students and engage the 
larger stakeholder community.

“This is a fantastic opportunity for MCC 
students to work with ASU undergrads and 
grad students to gain hands-on field and 
lab research experiences in agriculture,” 
says Peter Conden, director of the MCC 
Sustainable Agriculture Program. 
“This project incorporates multiple 
research methods, experiential learning, 
internships and community engagement – 
all within the course of one calendar year. 

Ideally participation will spark students’ 
interest in pursuing agricultural careers 
and provide a clear path to associate’s and 
bachelor’s degrees.”

Research experiments will be conducted 
at the MCC Center for Urban Agriculture, 
within ASU’s Fulton Schools of 
Engineering, and at the ALARC facility in 
the city of Maricopa, Arizona.

“As urban areas expand and replace extant 
agriculture, and water resources continue 
to be strained, there is an increased 
need for engineering, innovation, and 
technology in agriculture,” says Rebecca 
Muenich, an assistant professor of 
sustainable engineering in the Fulton 
Schools of Engineering and project 
principal investigator. “We need more of 
our students thinking about agriculture as 
a career path.”

The first collaborative course between 
ASU and MCC students will be offered 
in the spring of 2020 where students 
will work with mentors to develop an 
agriculturally-related research project. 
During the summer, students will work at 
ALARC in paid internship positions where 
they will execute their research plans and 
learn more about Arizona agriculture. 
Example student research project themes 
include urban agriculture production 
systems, food safety and the use of urban 
wastes in agriculture.

To enhance and ignite student 
involvement in agriculture at both MCC 
and ASU, faculty members and students 
will also develop a workshop series 
focused on issues related to sustainable 
agriculture in arid, urban-dominated 
environments. As part of their spring 
2020 class, students will develop and 
organize a webinar on a topic related to 
their identified project. Webinars will be 
presented throughout the year.

An advisory board has been convened to 
advise the overall progress of the project 
and the larger stakeholder community 
is invited to advise students and give 
seminars throughout this semester. As 
part of this work MCC will establish an 
indoor vertical farm unit demonstrating 
food production techniques in a 
controlled environment.

The project officially kicks off with a 
two-day conference, Identifying Emerging 
Opportunities for AZ Agriculture, at MCC 
on October 10 – 11, 2019. 

The term of the grant is January 1, 2019 – 
December 31, 2022. This work is supported 
by the USDA National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture, Capacity Building 
Projects for Non-Land Grant Colleges 
of Agriculture, project 1017146, grant 
number 2018-70001-28751.
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Nursing graduate Zona 
Bailey comes full circle

As Zona Bailey looks out at the faces 
of the nursing students she teaches 
at Scottsdale Community College, 
she feels as though she has come full 
circle, sharing nursing knowledge with 
students of the next generation.

It wasn’t long ago that Bailey, looking 
to improve herself and her employment 
opportunities, returned to college in 
her late 20s, taking general studies 
classes at Mesa Community College. 

“My experience at MCC was very 
positive,” Bailey said. “I had always 
been interested in nursing and after 
I took an EMT class through MCC, I 
was sure I wanted to pursue a nursing 
degree.”

While at MCC, chemistry professor 
Jim Giles inspired her in the sciences. 
Also inspiring were the students she 
worked with in her job in Student Life & 
Leadership.

“The students I worked with inspired 
me as they worked to achieve 
their academic dreams,” she said. 
“Ironically, I occasionally run into some 
of those students who are now nurses.” 

Bailey completed 
her Associate 
in Arts degree 
and the Arizona 
General Education 
Curriculum (AGEC) 
at MCC in 2003 and 
went on to complete 
an Associate in Science 
degree in nursing from 
Phoenix College. While 
working, she continued her 
education and received a master’s 
degree with an emphasis on Public 
Health from Grand Canyon University in 
2015.

Today she works multiple jobs: as a 
registered nurse at Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital in the perioperative and post 
anesthesia care units; a registered 
nurse in adult telemetry at HonorHealth 
Scottsdale Shea Medical Center; and 
a nursing instructor at Scottsdale 
Community College.

Bailey gives back to the local 
community through her job at Phoenix 
Children’s Hospital, where every three 
months they donate backpacks stuffed 
with clothes and toys to children in the 
foster care system. They also donate 

supplies to community outreach for 
homeless children.

Her goals for the future include 
becoming a patient advocate and 
perhaps more teaching. She enjoys 
relaying the experiences she’s had with 
patients to the students she teaches.

“I remind them to be compassionate 
and remember these are stressful times 
for their patients,” Bailey said. “There’s 
more to nursing than medication. 
Nurses need to include the family in the 
care process, not just the patients.”

ASU/MCC form 
collaborative, USDA 
urban-agriculture 
nexus project

“Fighting Hunger One Bowl at a Time”

Empty Bowls 
Events at Mesa 

Community 
College

Take home a one-of-a-kind bowl, enjoy a bowl of soup,  
and help feed the hungry for just a $10 donation.  
Proceeds go to Paz de Cristo Community Center.

Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2019 
Southern and Dobson Campus Navajo Room,  
1833 W. Southern Avenue 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.*    •    5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019  
Red Mountain Campus, Mesquite Bldg, Community Room  
7110 E. McKellips Road
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.*     •    5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

* Silent auction will be held

Two events
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Garrison Tahmahkera,  
MCC Retiree, American Indian Center

Distinguished MCC Staff honorees are recognized for 
sustained, outstanding contributions in areas such as 

development of programs at MCC, enhancement of MCC’s 
reputation, excellence in serving students and commitment to 

shaping the future. 

Service honorees have provided significant and exemplary 
service to MCC and/or the community. Community members 

providing significant and exemplary service to MCC are 
eligible for this honor. 

Ann Tway Ewing, Ph.D.,  
MCC Faculty Emeritus, Psychological Science

Sandra Stultz,  
MCC Softball and Basketball

Pau Tonnesen,  
MCC Track and Field, NJCAA, 2016 Olympics
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Learn more about this year’s honorees at mesacc.edu/alumni/hall-fame.

Outstanding Coach honorees are individuals recognized for 
accomplishments in areas such as national championships, a large 
number of conference and regional championships, development 
of All-Conference and All-America players, as well as NJCAA All-

Academic recognitions.

Outstanding Athlete honorees are selected, in part, based on 
contributions to sports while at MCC including earning All-America 

honors as well as All-Conference and All-Region. In addition, 
helping teams to national honors and earning NJCAA All-Academic 

recognition is taken into consideration.

Scott Russell, Ph.D.,  
MCC Faculty Emeritus, Anthropology

David Schultz,  
MCC Residential Faculty, Mathematics

Excellence in Teaching honorees are residential faculty members who, over a number of years, have epitomized 
the role of faculty in higher education. Recipients distinguish themselves as exceeding expectations in their 

contribution to the classroom, the college, the district, the profession, and the community. 
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Interested in Events, News, 
and Attractions at MCC?
Visit us at www.mesacc.edu/events  
or follow us on social media
Specialty websites and calendars  
www.mesacc.edu/arts and  
www.mesacc.edu/athletics

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. All qualifi ed applicants will receive
consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation
in the career and technical education programs of the District. MCCCD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call
the following number to reach the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit http://www.maricopa.edu/nondiscrimination.

Editor  Marcy Snitzer       480.461.7792       marcy.snitzer@mesacc.edu

FACEBOOK.COM/MesaCC

TWITTER.COM/MesaCC

YOUTUBE.COM/MesaCC

INSTAGRAM.COM/MesaCC

LINKEDIN.COM/MesaCC

Alumni have been asking what they might be able to do as individuals to help MCC. There are a number of new avenues of assistance this fall.

The MCC Career Services Department has launched a Career Closet to provide students the attire needed to make a professional impression during 
job interviews. New and gently used clothing and accessories can be dropped off at the Career Services front desk in building 36N on the Southern 
and Dobson campus. For details, call 480-461-7592 or email career@mesacc.edu.

Also, the Alumni Association and Career Services are looking for alumni to expand existing Career Services programming offered in the classrooms. 
Alumni will share their perspectives with students on topics such as university transfer, networking, and working in their profession. Questions can 
be directed to Stephanie Baldwin in Career Services or Jennifer Biggs in Alumni Relations. To be a part of our Community in the Classroom Initiative, 
please visit mesacc.edu/alumni-cic.

Supporting the campus Mesa Market with funds or food and hygiene items helps students who are struggling 
financially. Located on both campuses, the Mesa Market is a food pantry where MCC students can receive up to 
10 nonperishable food items and five hygiene products per week. Find out more at mesacc.edu/student-life or 
call 480-461-7285. Assistance today can help a student for a lifetime. Research indicates that students from 
low-income households are five times more likely to move out of poverty if they earn a college degree.

Alumni can help students in some exciting and heartfelt new ways


