Squash -

Summer

Early Yellow Crookneck i, fepo -

Eamly; Cucurbitaceac (Gourd family) includes
melons. watermelon, gourds, pumpkins, and
squash,
Matlve: North America

Sauash can be.
classified Into two major types; wincer and
summer. Summer Squasn: Includes zucchini
and crookneck types. Sof, tender. Eaten skin
and all. Harvested before maturity. Docen's
taste 2 good after starage 2s winter types.
Plants arow in bushshape. Generally secamed,
oautced, or griled. Wintcr 52430 Includes
butterut, acori, and bustercup types, When
mature, hard, inedble. outer shell, very richly
flavored, sweet tasting flesh, Harvested as
agurity. after first light fall frost.- Stores
very well.up £0 seversl menth, Long, spraving
¥ies (except. for bush types), Generally baked.
Another type of squash is Zumokins which
9rows under conditions simiar o winter and
sumier squash. Often under uscd 25 a food
source, pumpkin fiavor Is delicious in soups,
casseroles, muffins, and pies, 3

Hardiness: Annual, warm season. Very frost

sensitive.
Variety Information; Compact vines are 2 taf,
# - €' Wide. Squash is smoath, lght-yeliow
Skin with white flesh, curved neck, 6" long or
less,

When to_Plane: Ouesise
= Your I

Spring. 2-4 weeks

of frost..

B e isst day of frose (B2 degrees or less) is dofined. as "the
@3 on which there Is léss than a 50% chance & frosi. wil occur™ This AQ™"
B crucial when planing a garden To tid out your last day of fros, call i

Independent. garden center or your

Service. Also nauire about. the average date of the first fll frose.

after average last frost and when s

| Femperatures have risen above 60 degrees.

f13i7e: Not recommended. In very shors
season-climates, 3-4 weeks bofore last frost.
Sow In Individual-pots for dircet planting

i Son: Must be well
drained and rich in organic. material, Il ycr:
Keep evénly moist. Exaosure: Full sun
ertiizer: Squash are heavy feeders,
Incorporate into the soil before pianting 2.5
pounds of. 10-10-10 fertitzer per 100 square
feet. A light application every 4 weeks Is
recommended. Comanon Parting: OMd time
gardeners recommend squash be planted wich
beans. corn. sunflowers, marigolds,
nasturtiums, radishes. or mint. Keep-away
from potatoes. Soectsi Groun Instructions :
> Floating row covers arc highly
recommended for squash during the carly
days of their ives. Not only do thej warm up
ehe soll. but’ they also protect the young
plancs from squash vine borer and cucumber
beetles. Flants will outgrow their vucrabilry
£ these insects. > When young, keep planced
area free of weeds..Plant wil eventualy
out any weeds.

1al Sow t

Seeding into a black plastic mulch is HIGH:
recommended because it 1) keeps down wi
2) traps molsture, 3) warms the soi”
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)

Harvesting - How 0 & when co: Harvost as soon a5
2quash reaches at least. 1° n length (aby vegeable)
and wp t0 4" to 7" In longeh. Squash get pithy when
€16y get 100 big squash are most. tender and flavorful
before:maturity when young. If allowed o mature,
2quash arc 8" - 10" long. orange, and bumpy, wared
skin g

How to Store; Fres: Does ot store well fresh. Best
%0 eat a3 much a5 you possbly can durig the sunmer
and anccpace the next:speing yhle hvernating durng
she winter. Can be camed or frozen.

Seedlin

Date Sced
Planted:

How £0 Cook: Can be cooked In any mumber of ways
including bolled, microwaved. sautecd, grilled, or baked,
Cook until you can plrce it with 2 fork

Redige: Iien Orions: ke 1 pownd of squash into 112"
slces. Saute with | small coarscly chopped onion, 11 P
matces: Boll squash for 5.5 minutes. Add chogped

fresh tomatoes to sduash after i Is done. sy s DS t0 Maturivy:
Ssa3h Detaft: Silce 4 crootneck or zucchin squash
and mix with 2 s of tomato pasta sauce and | cup
Ieallan bread crumbs. Top with Jack cheese and boke ar
350 degrees for 20 minutes. Kids love it
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