Mesa Community College @ Southern and Dobson 

FALL 2009    Professor Nango   REL 243 World Religions
SECTION: 58563, 58626 

LOCATION/TIME: GC304, BP1N:
TIMES: MWF 12-12:50, 1-1:50
PHONE:  (480)461-7621   FAX: 480-844-3214  

EMAIL:   pnango@mesac.edu
WEB PAGE:  http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/~pnango/
OFFICE:  BP012   OFFICE HOURS: MWF 10-11, TR 1:30-2:30
COURSE OVERVIEW


This course is an exploration of the historical development of the 5 major religious traditions in the world using lecture, class discussion, readings, the internet, videos, group discussions and presentations.  The goal of the course is to engage you in the beliefs, practices, cultures, traditions and context of religious people within these 5 traditions.

OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF APPROACH 

The Philosophy & Religious Studies department at MCC offers courses in religious studies, as distinguished from religious education. Whereas religious education seeks to strengthen a person in his/her particular tradition, religious studies seeks a perspective from outside all traditions in pursuit of an understanding of the historical, cultural, political, and economic dimensions of various traditions. While the beliefs of religions traditions, nor do we privilege or denigrate any particular religion.

REQUIRED TEXT


Engagement:  A New Approach to World Religions, Tom Shoemaker 


Available at http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/~tomshoemaker/fall08/rel243/text.html

Composition book


3 ring binder
Assorted handouts, podcasts, videos and articles as time and relevancy permit.

REQUIREMENTS


Daily reading and written assignments(5 points each), questions and group exercises and discussions (5-25 points each), 5-7 composition assignments(5 points each), 5 chapter exams (20 points each) and a final exam (25 points).  You are expected to be prepared for class each day by completing the readings, summaries and questions and to participate in class discussions and assignments.  You are expected to maintain academic honesty and attend classes as noted below.  Plagiarism of any kind will result in a failing grade for the course.   


Students will be required to have dependable internet access and an MCC email account in order to access the portal.  Final grades for all MCC classes will only be available online through the portal or by phone.  All students are required to have a composition book and a 3 ring binder to keep all papers, graded assignments, handouts, etc. for the semester.  Any errors in recorded grades must be supported by the original graded document in order to be corrected

GRADING POLICIES


All written assignments will be graded for content, accuracy, originality, adherence to instructions and requirements and mechanical soundness (see MLA style manual).  All outside papers/projects/summaries must be typed according to class instructions and are due at the beginning of class.  I will not accept handwritten or emailed outside assignments.  If your printer is broken, print it in the library.   NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR POINTS.  All points are equally weighted and final grades will be calculated on a 10% scale.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY and is taken at the beginning of every class.  If you arrive after roll call, you will be counted absent.  You will still be able to participate and earn points given during that class period and to turn in assignments.  If you leave before class is over without prior arrangement you will be counted absent and will forfeit any points earned for that day.  You will be allowed 2 absences.  On your 4th absence I reserve the right to drop you from the course.  You will not be allowed to make up any missed work done in class for points and you are solely responsible for acquiring missed notes and assignments from your classmates.  If you miss the first day of a group assignment you will be required to work on your own or with other students who also missed the first meeting.  You will not be allowed to join a group in process.

EXPECTATIONS FOR THE COURSE


I look forward to a semester of great discussions about some very interesting and controversial topics.  I encourage you to call or drop by my office during office hours or email me to chat about the issues, your grades, papers or with any questions and concerns you might have about the course.  All questions and concerns you have should always be addressed with me first.  If you feel we have not resolved your concerns after our discussion, then you are free to speak to the department chair, Dr. Keith Crudup (BP08).  Be aware that according to MCCCD policy the Chair, Dean, President and Academic Advisors cannot change grades for any assignments or the course itself.  

I am happy to make reasonable accommodations for any disabilities that you feel will affect your ability to perform in this class.  It is your responsibility to se me within the first 2 weeks of class to discuss your needs and concerns.  After that, barring some documented change in your status, I will not be required to accommodate you (see MCC Student Handbook).  All students are encouraged to contact Disabled Student Services to discuss any disabilities and reasonable accommodations. 
 IF YOU HAVE OR THINK YOU HAVE A DISABILITY, INCLUDING A LEARNING DISABILITY, PLEASE MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH AN ADVISOR AT DISABILITY RESOURCES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  THEY CAN ASSIST YOU WITH APPROPRIATE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR YOU IN YOUR CLASSES
As a registered student in this class you are  responsible for knowing and understanding the syllabus. I am willing to answer any questions you may have concerning the syllabus.  It is recommended that you keep this syllabus in the front of your notebook for this class for easy reference.  I will notify you of any changes in the course requirements or policies as necessary.  Students are responsible for knowing their rights and responsibilities.  You can find these in the College Catalogue and the Student Handbook.


It is my expectation that every student is here to learn and participate fully in all discussions, assignments and lectures.  To facilitate that, I expect every student to listen politely and with an open mind when others are talking, to talk respectfully to and about everyone, to think carefully about the material, issues and opinions offered both in class and in the assigned readings. I expect each student to be fully prepared each day by reading all assigned readings, and completing all exercises and papers.  You are required to bring your textbook and handouts to each class.  


All electronic devices must be put on vibrate and answered for emergencies only.  You may not use your devices to take pictures, surf the net or text message during class.  Computers may be used to take notes during class.  This is a privilege, not a right.  Surfing the net is only allowed as part of a group exercise and with instructor permission.  Other usage will result in loss of the privilege.
This class should challenge you with new material, ideas and beliefs.  Take this opportunity to explore what interests you and participate in some fun and rousing discussions with your classmates, friends and family! 
MCC Early Alert Program (EARS)

Mesa Community College is committed to the success of all our students.  Numerous campus support services are available throughout your academic journey to assist you in achieving your educational goals.  MCC has adopted an Early Alert Referral System (EARS) as part of a student success initiative to aid students in their educational pursuits.  Faculty and Staff participate by alerting and referring students to campus services for added support.  Students may receive a follow up call from various campus services as a result of being referred to EARS.  Students are encouraged to participate, but these services are optional.  
Early Alert Web Page with Campus Resource Information can be located at:  http://www.mesacc.edu/students/ears 

or at the “Early Alert” selection at the mymcc link from MCC’s home page.

