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Week 1 
Wed 
01/18 

INTRODUCTION:   Introduction to the course
 
 

*  
Begin reading pp 1-73 in the Molloy textbook 
 


*  
( Syllabus quiz and Beliefnet assignments will be handed out during the class period )

 


Fri 

01/20 

INTRODUCTION:   Exploring various religious views
 


*  
( If you didn’t receive the Syllabus quiz or Beliefnet assignments at Wednesday’s class, please get these

  


 
assignments from your instructor )
Week 2 
Mon 
01/23 

INTRODUCTION:   Basic practices in religious expression
 


* 
SYLLABUS QUIZ AND BELIEFNET ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE 



 


* 
BELIEFNET EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE
 


* 
( Please note that all of these assignments will NOT be accepted after this date, except for excused absences )
 


Wed 
01/25 

INTRODUCTION:   General indigenous traditions and practices
 


Fri 

01/27 

“Sects” – an extra credit opportunity in class
 


* 
( Earn 10, 15, 20, or 25 extra credit points )

 


* 
WORKSHEET PACKET #1A IS DUE
Week 3 
Mon 
01/30 

HINDUISM:   Introduction and early religious views in India
 


* 
Begin reading pp 74-123 in the Molloy textbook
 


Wed 
02/01 

HINDUISM:   Religious concepts from the “Upanishads”
 


Fri 

02/03 

HINDUISM:   “Bhagavad Gita” and varna ashrama dharma
Week 4 
Mon 
02/06 

HINDUISM:   Devotional Hinduism and bhakti
 


Wed 
02/08 

JAINISM:   Teachings of Mahavira
 


* 
WORKSHEET PACKET #2A IS DUE
 


Fri 

02/10 

BUDDHISM:   Life of the Buddha
 


* 
Begin reading pp 124-187 in the Molloy textbook
Week 5 
Mon 
02/13 

BUDDHISM:   Buddha’s teachings – the Four Noble Truths
 


* 
EXTRA CREDIT WORKSHEET PACKET #0A-X IS DUE
 


* 
( Please note that this assignment will NOT be accepted after this date, except for excused absences )
 


Wed 
02/15 

BUDDHISM:   Buddha’s teachings – the Noble Eightfold Path
 


Fri 

02/17 

BUDDHISM:   The Buddhist religion
Week 6 
Mon 
02/20 

No School – Presidents Day
 


Wed 
02/22 

CHINESE TRADITIONS:   Introduction to Eastern thought
 


* 
Begin reading pp 212-261 in the Molloy textbook
 


* 
WORKSHEET PACKET #3A IS DUE
 


Fri 

02/24 

CHINESE TRADITIONS:   Daoism and the teachings of Lao-tzu
Week 7 
Mon 
02/27 

CHINESE TRADITIONS:   The teachings of Confucius



Wed 
02/29 

SHINTO:   Japanese traditional beliefs
 


Fri 

03/02 

tba
 


* 
( Last day to voluntarily withdraw from the course without needing the instructor’s signature )

 


* 
WORKSHEET PACKET #4A IS DUE
Week 8 
Mon 
03/05 

INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING THE WORSHIP VISIT PAPER
 


* 
FIRST FOUR “RELIGION IN THE NEWS” ARTICLES ARE DUE
 


* 
( Please note that these articles will NOT be accepted after this date, except for excused absences ) 
 


Wed 
03/07 

REVIEW FOR THE MIDTERM EXAM
 


* 
( Students are encouraged to bring their #1A, #2A, #3A, and #4A packets to class )
 


Fri 

03/09 

MIDTERM EXAM
Week 9 
Spring Break
Week 10 
Mon 
03/19 

JUDAISM:   The search for meaning
 


* 
Begin reading pp 288-341 in the Molloy textbook
 


* 
WORSHIP VISIT PAPER IS DUE
 


Wed 
03/21 

JUDAISM:   Biblical Judaism – 2000 BCE to 70 CE
 


* 
( Please note that this lecture lasts about 55 minutes.  We will begin the class period a few minutes early and 

  



end a few minutes late.  If you have a class immediately following this class, please notify your instructor that 

 



you may be a few minutes late to class.  If you must leave after 50 minutes, though, please sit in the back of the 

 



room so that you leave, you won’t disrupt the attention of other students )
 


Fri 

03/23 

JUDAISM:   Rabbinical Judaism – 70 CE to the present



* 
( Please note that this lecture lasts about 55 minutes.  We will begin the class period a few minutes early and 

  



end a few minutes late.  If you have a class immediately following this class, please notify your instructor that 

 



you may be a few minutes late to class.  If you must leave after 50 minutes, though, please sit in the back of the 

 



room so that you leave, you won’t disrupt the attention of other students )

Week 11 
Mon 
03/26 

JUDAISM:   Religious practices and holy days
 


Wed 
03/28 

THEODICY:   God and suffering
 


* 
( “Job” extra credit assignment will be handed out in class on this day ONLY.  You may earn up to 40 extra credit 

 



points.  If you are not in class, even with an excused absence, you will NOT have the opportunity for this extra 

 



credit assignment )
 


Fri 

03/30 

ZOROASTRIANISM:   Revelations to Zoroaster
 


* 
JOB EXTRA CREDIT IS DUE
 


* 
( Please note that this assignment will NOT be accepted after this date, except for excused absences )

Week 12 
Mon 
04/02 

CHRISTIANITY:   Video – “The Search for Jesus,” part 1



* 
Begin reading pp 342-421 in the Molloy textbook
 


* 
WORKSHEET PACKET #5A IS DUE
 


Wed 
04/04 

CHRISTIANITY:   Video – “The Search for Jesus,” part 2
 


Fri 

04/06 

CHRISTIANITY:   Teachings of Jesus
Week 13 
Mon 
04/09 

CHRISTIANITY:   Message of the early missionaries
 


* 
LAST FOUR “RELIGION IN THE NEWS” ARTICLES ARE DUE



* 
( Please note that these articles will NOT be accepted after this date, except for excused absences ) 

 


Wed 
04/11 

CHRISTIANITY:   The Bible and essential beliefs
 


Fri 

04/13 

CHRISTIANITY:   Branches and denominations
Week 14 
Mon 
04/16 

CHRISTIANITY:   Holy days and seasons 
 


Wed 
04/18 

ISLAM:   Video – “Islam,” part 1
 


* 
Begin reading pp 422-487 in the Molloy textbook
 


* 
WORKSHEET PACKET #6A IS DUE
 


Fri 

04/20 

ISLAM:   Video – “Islam,” part 2
Week 15 
Mon 
04/23 

ISLAM:   Life of Muhammad
 


* 
EXTRA CREDIT WORKSHEET PACKET #8A-X IS DUE



* 
( Please note that this extra credit packet will NOT be accepted after this date, except for excused absences ) 

 


Wed 
04/25 

ISLAM:   Five Pillars of Islam
 


Fri 

04/27 

ISLAM:   Concepts and practices
 


* 
( Absolutely the last day to voluntarily withdraw from the course – instructor’s signature is needed )
Week 16 
Mon 
04/30 

tba
 


* 
WORKSHEET PACKET #7A IS DUE
 


Wed 
05/02 

“Sects” – an extra credit opportunity in class
 


* 
( Earn 20, 30, 40, or 50 extra credit points )
 


Fri 

05/04 

REVIEW FOR THE FINAL EXAM



* 
( Students are encouraged to bring their #5A, #6A, and #7A packets to class )

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES

Mon 
01/23 

Syllabus Quiz, Beliefnet assignments, extra credit Beliefnet assignments

Fri 

01/27 

Worksheet Packet #1A

Wed 
02/08 

Worksheet Packet #2A

Mon 
02/13 

Extra Credit Worksheet Packet #0A-X 

Wed 
02/22 

Worksheet Packet #3A 

Fri 

03/02 

Worksheet Packet #4A

Mon 
03/05 

First four “Religion in the News” articles

Mon 
03/19 

Worship Visit paper 

Fri 

03/30 

“Job” extra credit

Mon 
04/02 

Worksheet Packet #5A

Mon 
04/09 

Last four “Religion in the News” articles

Wed 
04/18 

Worksheet Packet #6A

Mon 
04/23 

Extra Credit Worksheet Packet #8A-X

Mon 
04/30 

Worksheet Packet #7A
REL 243 – World Religions
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