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	RESEARCH METHODS  (PSY 290)

Fall Semester 2007


	Lecture: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday

	Section 5254:  10:00 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. (BP 3S)
Section 5255:  10:00 a.m. to 10:50 a.m.  (BP 3S)


	Laboratories: Monday and Wednesday


	Section 5256: 11:00 a.m. - 11:50 a.m. (AD 4S)
Section 5258:  12:00 p.m.  - 12:50 p.m. (AD  4S)

Section 5259:  12:00 p.m. – 12:50 p.m. (AD 4S)


Instructor:

Maria Romo Chavira, Ph.D.

Phone:


480-461-7037 (office); 480-461-7032 (department)

E-mail:


mchavira@mail.mc.maricopa.edu
Homepage:

http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/~mchavira/www2/   
Office:


BP 16

Textbooks:
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Research Methods For the Behavioral Sciences by Gravetter and Forzano (2nd edition) 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th edition) by the American Psychological Association 

It is recommended that you obtain an ASU library card but not required.
Office Hours:

MF  9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.; W  1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.; T/TH 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

	Course Objectives


Research methods is a course designed to teach you how to plan, execute, analyze, and write psychological research. Through this course, you will survey the literature, procedures, and instruments in psychological research.  This course uses an application approach which will encourage you to develop an original hypothesis and research design (this means you will collect original data to test your hypothesis).  This course is a 4 credit hour college course and is fully transferable! You should have taken introductory psychology and statistics before taking this course. Class activities involve: reading the text and lecture materials, participating in research groups, completion of a lab, application of statistical programs, and learning about the field of psychological research.
	Textbooks


You may purchase your textbooks at the bookstore or through the Internet using the following URL:

http://www.bkstr.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/StoreCatalogDisplay?langId=-1&catalogId=10001&storeId=10553&demoKey=d
You may also visit the following website for the student book companion site:  http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20b&product_isbn_issn=0534558119&discipline_number=24 This site will give you access to several study aids and the student quizzes.  
	Internet Assisted Course


This course will utilize the Internet for a portion of your learning.  You will access your labs through the Internet giving you greater flexibility.  Although you are not required to have a computer to take this course, it may be helpful to enhance your learning.  This is NOT an Internet based course; however your lab will be delivered to you via the Internet.  I will be providing you assistance as you learn how to use the Internet as a learning tool.  You are required to have and use MCC’s Student Netscape e-mail account.  If you do not have an MCC account, you may obtain one by clicking on the following URL:
https://www.mc.maricopa.edu/apps/mymcc/CreateAccount.jsp
	Attendance Requirements


Attendance is mandatory for this course.  If you must be absent from class, it is your responsibility to notify me of your absence.  If you are more than 10 minutes late for class this will constitute an absence.  You will be responsible for the material covered in class during any absence and will be required to make-up any material within one week unless other arrangements are made with the instructor.  If you miss more than three days of class you could be dropped without notification (refer to your student catalog at http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/other/publications/campuscat.html ).  There will be many class discussions which will be imperative to your learning therefore your absence will not allow you to be present for this critical opportunity.
	Special Needs


If you have a disability or a special problem that impacts your learning, please see me so that we can make whatever arrangements are necessary to assist you.
	Individual Meetings


My office is located in the BPO building, formerly the math and business building.  My office is located in Room 16.  I am available to you through appointment, e-mail, telephone, and office hours.  If you would like to leave me a message, you may leave it in my mailbox, which is located in the Psychology Department or contact me through e-mail or telephone.  The quickest way to get an urgent message to me will be through my voice mail or e-mail.

	Evaluation


You will be evaluated through your class projects, quizzes, and class participation.  Please refer to the section entitled “Grades.”  Students are required to complete the final paper.  There will be no extra-credit assignments given to improve your grade; therefore, it is important that you attend class to participate in class activities.  Students will be required to have an e-mail account and will use this to mail assignments to the instructor.  
HONORS STUDENTS

If you are taking this class as an honors section you are required to meet with the instructor for additional instructions.  Honors students will be required to complete the honors requirements which are not listed in this syllabus.  If honors requirements are not met, this could result in having to pay your scholarship money back to the honors program.

	Grades


Your final grade for this class will be based on your class projects, quizzes and participation (this includes postings to your classmates via e-mail).  If you decide to e-mail your assignments to me you must mail them as a Microsoft Word 1995 document unless other arrangements have been made.  It is your responsibility to assure that your assignment is received.  Please refer to the course reading schedule for project assignments.  Your lab grade will be based on the completion of lab assignments distributed through the Internet.  You will be graded for the lecture based upon a point system, which will be distributed as follows:

	Lecture
	Points
	
	Laboratory
	Points

	Project One
	25 
	
	Fourteen labs each worth 10 points 
	140 

	Project Two
	50 
	
	
	

	Project Three
	25 
	
	
	

	Project Four
	25 
	
	
	

	Final Project

    Oral (worth 25)
    Written (worth 75)
	100 


	
	
	

	Quizzes
	130 
	
	
	

	Attendance
	145
	
	
	

	Total
	500
	
	
	


Grades will be distributed as follows:

A = 90%-100%
C = 70%-79%

F = 59% and below

B = 80% - 89%
D = 60%-69%

If you are unable to complete the course, it is your responsibility to officially withdraw from the class through the Registrar’s Office; otherwise you will receive a failing grade (F).
Besides academic performance, students should exhibit the qualities of honesty and integrity.  Any form of dishonesty, cheating, fabrications, the facilitation of academic dishonesty, and plagiarism make you subject to disciplinary action.  Students should read the Student Handbook (http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/other/students/pdfs/handb.pdf) for information regarding institutional policy and due process procedures.  You must submit ORIGINAL work.  This means that you may not submit work completed by your friend, brother, sister, et cetera.  It must be your own work and it must be original.  This means that you cannot submit papers completed for other courses.  

	Notes


The instructor reserves the right to make revisions to the syllabus throughout the semester.  Accommodations for students with special needs will be made.  Please refer to your catalog and schedule of classes for policy information.
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Reading Schedule (MWF class)

	Aug 20
	Introduction to Course

-E-mail training, Accessing your lab
	

	Aug 22
	Chapter One: Introduction, Acquiring Knowledge, and the Scientific Method
	

	Aug 24
	
	

	Aug 27
	Chapter Two: Research Ideas
	

	Aug 29
	
	

	Aug 31
	Reviewing the Scientific Literature
	

	Sep 3
	Labor Day:  No Class
	

	Sep  5
	Reviewing the Scientific Literature
	

	Sep  7
	Meet in Library 144 :  Literature Review
	

	Sep  10
	Literature Review
	

	Sep  12
	Literature Review
	

	Sep  14
	Writing in Psychology
	Project 1


	Sep  17
	APA Format (Reference Chapter 15:  Reporting your Research Results)
	

	Sep  19
	APA Format (Reference Chapter 15:  Reporting your Research Results)
	

	Sep  21
	Chapter 4:  Ethics in Research 
	

	Sep  24
	
	

	Sep  26
	
	

	Sep  28
	
	Project 2

	Oct  1
	Chapter 3:  Defining and Measuring Variables 

Scales of Measurement 
	

	Oct  3
	Chapter 5:  Selecting Research Participants
	

	Oct  5
	
	

	Oct  8
	Chapter 6:  Research Strategies and Validity 
	

	Oct  10
	
	

	Oct  12
	Chapter 12:  Correlational Research Strategy
	

	Oct  15
	Chapter 13:  Descriptive Research Strategy
	

	Oct  17
	Chapter 7:  The Experimental Research Strategy
	

	Oct  19
	Chapter 8:  Experimental Designs:  Between-Subjects
	

	Oct  22
	Chapter 9:  Experimental Designs:  Within-Subjects
	

	Oct  24
	Chapter 10:  Non-Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Strategies:  nonequivalent Group, Pre-Post, and Developmental Designs
	

	Oct  26
	Chapter 11:  Factorial Designs
	

	Oct  29
	
	

	Oct  31
	Chapter 14:  Single-Subject Research Design
	

	Nov 2
	Data Collection
	

	Nov  5
	Data Collection
	

	Nov  7
	Veteran’s Day—No School

	

	Nov  9
	Chapter 15:  Statistical Evaluation of Data 
Describing Data  

(You need to have SPSS installed by this week on your personal computer if you are not using the PIRC Lab.)
	Project 3

	Nov 12
	Veteran’s Day:  No Class
	

	Nov  14
	Using SPSS:  Introduction to SPSS for Windows
	

	Nov  16
	Using SPSS: Introduction to SPSS for Windows
Chapter 16:  Writing a Research Report
	

	Nov  19
	
	

	Nov  21
	
	Project 4

	Nov 23
	Thanksgiving Recess:  No Class
	

	Nov 26
	
	

	Nov 28
	Making Sense of Research
	

	Nov 30
	Making Sense of Research
	

	Dec 3
	Symposium
	

	Dec 5
	Symposium
	

	Dec 7
	Symposium
	Final Paper

	FINAL EXAMS AND GRADE REPORTING

December 10-13


