

Cremades 4

Thesis:


The calamitous attacks against the United States on September 11 have left immigrants with not only a less accepting mainstream American society, but also with dramatic changes to the economic and political aspects of their lives, perhaps for years to come, due to the government’s stringent changes to immigration policies.

I. Immigrants in the United States 

A.  Immigrant and refugee status

1.  Immigrants 

2. Refugees 

B.  Adjustment issues

1. Adopting mainstream American culture

2. Being accepted by mainstream American society

C.  Immigration policies

1. Changes after terrorists attacks 

2. Changes on immigration policies 

II.  Consequences of September 11 on immigrants 

A.  Social consequences

1. Attacks to immigrants

2. Reaction of Government

B.  Economic consequences

1. Economic downturn

2. Decline of foreign labor

C.  Political consequences

1. Immigration reform

2. Immigration rules

III.  Government’s new immigration laws

A.  National identification cards

1. Cards only for immigrants

2. Discrimination towards immigrants

B.  Permanent legal status

1. Amnesty before attacks

2. Proposals after attacks

C.  Future immigration policies

1. Control of immigration

2. Deportation of immigrants

Conclusion:

 “As Justice Louis Brandeis wrote nearly 75 years ago, the framers of our Constitution knew ‘that fear breeds repression; that repression breeds hate; and that hate menaces stable government.’  [ . . . ]  Maintaining our freedom is itself critical to maintaining our security” (qtd. in Cole 30).  

“Last week’s [September 11, 2001] tragedies will have some very tangible consequences.  Let’s hope that a furious backlash of immigrant bashing and attendant policy changes aren’t among them” (Pimentel 20).

Introductory Paragraph:


“With her dark eyes and hair and olive skin, software sales manager Nita Sanil feels as if all eyes have been on her since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks” (Kong 1).  She is one among many immigrants in the United States currently being viewed by mainstream American society as more than an unwelcome problem.  The calamitous attacks against the United States on September 11 have left immigrants with not only a less accepting mainstream American society, but also with dramatic changes to the economic and political aspects of their lives, perhaps for years to come due to the government’s stringent changes to immigration policies.

