Plagiarism Exercise

The excerpt below is taken from an address made in 1921 by Alfred M. Hitchcock, once an English teacher, but now recognized as a prominent film director. The address was given to a convention of English teachers in New York City. Read the excerpt carefully at least twice. You will need to be familiar with it in order to complete the plagiarism exercise that follows it. 

….Two more [conditions posing problems to the teaching of English] remain which are not so commonly mentioned, though I think they deserve thoughtful consideration.


The first of these is the present day spirit of youth. I cannot adequately define it, nor trace it to any six capital sources; nor will I utterly denounce it, nor prophesy where it will lead. I do not think it possible wholly to change it by removing discoverable sources, nor do I advocate prosecuting it as criminal, nor absolutely complying with its demands. I can do little more than proclaim it. Boys and girls of today are not like the boys and girls of the previous generation. You know it. They know it. Human 

(Taken from page 5 to this point. The remainder of the excerpt is from page 6.)

nature, it is true, does not change; but it is characteristic of human nature, under certain conditions, to pass through strange moods. What has wrought the change? Moving pictures, jazz, and the automobile? Is it the first page or pictorial section prominence given to the activities of the facial charms of school children? Can it be traced in part to new methods of teaching? Is it the War, which made men and women of boys and girls, filled their pockets with spending money, loosened restraint in school and home and made it almost necessary to sanction undesirable liberty? Are the fascinating newspapers and the cheaper magazines, which are so rapidly displacing books; periodicals furnishing a panorama of all that happens, scandalous and otherwise—are they to blame? Is it the morals of pleasure-loving elders, or a reflection of the mood of unskilled labor suddenly thrust into unwonted prosperity and power? I do not know. But sometimes I wonder if the Hamelin magician has not piped away our boys and girls and substituted changeling youth prematurely old, high tensioned, craving excitement, unable to concentrate, impatient under all restraint, skeptical concerning all authority, scorning any past more remote than day before yesterday, confident of the future without the aid of solid preparation; yet happy, beautiful as never before, active, self-possessed, capable, likable, with all their failings enviable, lovable, and I believe, sound at heart, full of promise, the best crop the world has ever produced. No, I cannot adequately define the spirit of our youth; but I insist that it is something new, in part explaining our seeming failure, and certainly to be reckoned with in planning courses in literature and composition, where to kill the spirit and to give it free rein are alike fatal.

The bibliographical information for the except is:

Hitchcock, Alfred M. New Problems in the Teaching of English. 

New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1921, 5-6.

 Several examples of how the passage above might be used in a documented essay or research paper are shown below. Only some of the examples demonstrate correct punctuation and correct acknowledgement of the source. Your task is to determine which examples demonstrate correct MLA documentation and which do not. Look carefully at every aspect of the passages including the details of punctuation as well as the citations. Identify each passage as correct or incorrect. For those examples that are incorrect, briefly explain what needs to be done to correct the example. You may find it helpful to review pages 122 through 127 of your text prior to doing this exercise. 

1. Every generation is different. The boys and girls of today are not like the boys and girls of the previous generation. You know it. They know it.  Is this correct or incorrect?  If it is incorrect, explain why.  
2. Hitchcock said, "I cannot adequately define the spirit of our youth; but I insist that it is something new, in part explaining our seeming failure, and certainly to be reckoned   with […]" (Hitchcock, p. 6).  Is this correct or incorrect?  If it is incorrect, explain why.  
See page 115 of your text for information on using ellipsis dots.  

3. People of every age have experienced a generation gap of sorts. In 1921, Alfred M. Hitchcock questioned whether it was the War, which made men and women of boys and girls, filled their pockets with spending money, loosened restraint in school and home and made it almost necessary to sanction undesirable liberty (6).  Is this correct or incorrect?  If it is incorrect, explain why.  
4. When referring to the attitudes and behaviors of the youth of his day, one noted film director did "not think it possible to wholly change it[…]," and neither did he "advocate prosecuting it as criminal, nor absolutely complying with its demands" (Hitchcock 5).  Is this correct or incorrect?  If it is incorrect, explain why.  
5. Certainly, "it is characteristic of human nature, under certain conditions, to pass through strange moods" that leave people wondering about the causes for such changes (6).  Is this correct or incorrect?  If it is incorrect, explain why.  
6. When trying to explain a younger generation’s changes in values, people have questioned many different circumstances such as wars, the media, wealth, and declining moral values modeled by adults (Hitchcock 6). Is this correct or incorrect?  If it is incorrect, explain why.  
Plagiarism is the act of using the language or ideas of another author as one’s own original work. I am aware that plagiarism is an act of dishonesty that may result in serious academic penalties in this course.

Type or write your name: __________________________________________

