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Impacts of Terrorist Attacks on U.S. Immigrants

“Hundreds of people across the Valley on Sunday, September 16, 2001, mourned the slaying in Mesa of a Sikh gas station owner whose only crime, his loved ones say, was that he looked Arabic and wore a turban” (Ettenborough, Klawonn, and Leonard 17).  This is one of many violent incidents seemingly related to an apparent backlash against immigrants after the attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.  Immigrants across the United States are fearfully experiencing dramatic social, economical, and political changes as a consequence of the tragic terrorist attacks on this nation of September 11, 2001. 

 The United States’ government is operating under the assumption that the terrorist attacks were committed by Muslim extremists.  Consequently, immigrants from the Middle East, primarily, are feeling a hostile response from some Americans.  “In the weeks since [the attacks], mosques have been defaced, businesses have been vandalized and many South Asians, Muslim or not, have been attacked” (“NPR”).  Numerous children of Middle Eastern descent have also been harassed and bullied at school by their peers.  The President of the United States has made great efforts to remind Americans to be tolerant of those from different backgrounds.  As Rick Swartz, a political consultant, points out, “The Bush folks have been masterful at guarding against a backlash against immigrants in general and Arabs in particular” (qtd. in Lester 2).  But even so, some innocent immigrants are still feeling insecure in a country known for its freedom.

Unfortunately, the recent terrorist attacks have also contributed to 

the economic downturn and declining demand for foreign labor.  “Soledad 

Garcia, who until a few weeks ago had cleaned rooms at a beach hotel, said 

that she lives with eight other immigrants, all of whom also have just been 

dismissed” (Sanchez A04).  “Robust immigration is crucial for sectors of the 

economy like the service industries and agriculture” (Lester 2).  But because 

the nation’s service and tourism industries are feeling the economic fallout, 

there has been a tremendous layoff leaving many immigrant workers 

unemployed (Sanchez A04). 

The Union [Hotel and Restaurant International Employees 

Union] estimates that nearly 100,000 of its members -- most of 

whom are low-wage immigrant workers –- have either lost their 

jobs or had their hours cut in recent weeks.  And they say no 

change in that trend is in sight. (A04) 

Furthermore, the suspects in the September 11 terrorist attacks, who most likely had visas to enter the United States, have also altered the politics of immigration.  According to Will Lester, “Last month’s [September 11, 2001] terrorist attacks abruptly halted the political debate over proposals to legalize millions of undocumented immigrants and brought calls in Congress for tougher immigration rules” (1).  Immigration reform is at a standstill; the focus now is on how to identify, detain, and deport those who are thought to be a threat to the United States.  But as Ricardo Pimentel says, “I’d only ask that a hunt for terrorists not become a witch hunt for all immigrants” (02). 

The United States has been extremely disrupted socially, economically, and politically by the terrorist attacks of September 11.  There is, naturally, a collective desire to get even.  “In the aftermath of the bombings [sic] people have become fearful and suspicious of people who ‘look different’ ” (Zakaria 87).  As a result, immigrants have been increasingly targeted by angry Americans and, in some awful cases, they have been victims of physical violence, social prejudice, and economic discrimination.  People choose to live in the United States because of the freedom and the principles for which it stands.  But since the terrorist attacks, immigrants have been searching for ways to survive in this country of freedom.  “The most difficult part for America is not rooting out a terrorist network.  It is fighting this fight without losing faith in our own ideals” (87). 
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