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	Cluster 1 (Continued)

Of interest to Piaget was how people at different cognitive stages respond differently to the same puzzles and problems.  Therefore, you will need to devise one or more activities that can be administered to learners at various cognitive levels.  For example, you could cut out paper in different shapes, sizes, colors, etc. and go through different classification tasks with the preoperational and concrete learners.  You could show learners particular objects and then have them match the objects.  Change the requirements as you go—first the learners are classifying on the basis of shape and then switch to color.  You can even vary the type and/or number of objects of the different testing scenarios.  But don’t forget about formal operations!  Another activity might be reading a story to learners at different cognitive levels and asking them what the story means.  You should get very different responses depending on the age of the learner.  This activity would be good for learners at all three stages.    

As you conduct your experiment(s), be sure that you continue to ask your learners “Why” they have given certain responses.  It’s critically important that you understand the reasoning underlying the decisions.  Submit a 3-page, typed paper in which you: a) articulate your testing methods, b) provide a brief description of learner demographics (e.g., gender, age, etc), c) provide a brief summary of learners’ responses, d) briefly compare/contrast subjects’ responses, and e) briefly compare/contrast your findings with those of Piaget.  Good luck!
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	YOU MAKE THE CALL!  What models are being used in classrooms?  Do teachers lean more toward Piaget or Vygotsky in their classroom management and curriculum?  What better way to find out than to go into a kindergarten or first-grade classroom and spend an hour or two critically observing.

Begin this activity by comparing and contrasting the approaches of Piaget and Vygotsky.  Ask yourself questions like: According to each theorist, what stimulates cognitive development?  Did each theorist think his model was universal to the rest of the world?  What kind of investigative methods did each theorist use?  

Eventually, you will be headed into a kindergarten or first-grade classroom (you will need to make this arrangement on your own).  So, now would be a good time to construct a classroom observation checklist.  The checklist should have a list of important activities/events/emotions (e.g., working in groups, teaching, reading, showing respect, giving and taking tests) in kindergarten and first-grade classrooms.  You should be taking notes as you observe.  Additionally, reflect on the following questions:

1) Does the classroom appear to be run in a developmentally appropriate fashion?  Why or Why not?  

2) How are Piaget’s and/or Vygotsky’s theories being implemented in the classroom?  

3) Which theorist does the teacher lean more toward and why?

4) Which theorist will I lean more toward in my classroom and why?  

Submit a 3-page, typed paper in which you: a) include the checklist that you created, b) provide a brief description of classroom demographics (e.g., grade, number of students, etc.),  c) provide a brief comparison/contrast of the theories of Piaget and Vygotsky, d) respond comprehensively to the four questions posed above.  Be sure to support your thoughts with theory.  Now, go win one for the Gipper!  
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	Brain-Based Learning?  What is it?  It’s a growing trend in education.  The fundamental tenet of brain-based learning is that learners should be instructed in ways that are consistent with the brain’s natural tendencies to create complex and long-term associations.  Seems simple enough, but there must be more to it.
Your job in this activity will be to: First, visit at least five websites to learn more about brain-based learning.  Second, come up with your own model of brain-based learning.  Within this original (at least, partly original) model, you should list and explain the factors (five or more) that you think are most important to effective brain-based learning.  Third, use your model of brain-based learning to develop a mini-lesson that teaches about a concept or two from the chapter on cognitive development.  Your oral presentation will consist largely of you taking the class through your mini-lesson.  Fourth, develop and support your own opinion about the value of brain-based learning in classrooms.  What are the strengths and weaknesses of brain-based learning, as you see it?
Submit a 3-page, typed paper in which you provide: a) your own model of brain-based learning, b) a list of the websites that you referenced in the development of your model, c) a neat and thorough outline of the brain-based lesson that you developed, d) an explanation of how your mini-lesson applies the major tenets of your original model, and e) your own opinion about the value of brain-based learning.  Make sure that you respond with some depth to this last one.  
Good luck!  May your brain’s frontal lobes be vibrant and your NMDA receptors be active. 


	
	Cluster 2: Social/Emotional Development
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	 When did you learn that sometimes it’s okay to tell a little “white lie”?  It has been suggested that Kohlberg’s theory of moral reasoning can help us to identify a student's level of reasoning and stimulate their moral growth.  Easier said than done, but we’ll take a stab at it anyway.

Develop an original story in which the characters of the story must make moral decisions.  Keep the story brief and simple, because you will be presenting it to people of various ages.  At the end of the story, make sure that you ask: Did he/she do the right or the wrong thing?  Explain your reasoning. 
To give you an idea about what kind of story you need, here is the one that Kohlberg used originally:

"A woman was near death from a rare form of cancer. There was one drug that doctors thought might save her: a form of radium that a druggist in the same town had recently discovered. The druggist was charging $2000 -- ten times what the drug cost to manufacture. The sick woman's husband went to everyone he knew to raise the money but he could only get together about half of the money. He explained to the druggist that his wife was dying and asked him to sell him the medicine at a reduced rate or let him pay the balance later. But the druggist said 'No.' So the desperate husband chose to break into the man's store and steal the drug. Did the husband do the right or the wrong thing?  Explain your reasoning.” 

After you have created your own original story, find 9 different people who are presumably at different moral levels of reasoning.  Three pre-conventional (approx. age 4 – 10), three conventional (approx. age 10 – 13) and three post-conventional (approx. adolescent and up).  Present your story to each of your learners.  You will present the same story to all learners.

Submit a 3-page, typed paper in which you: a) include the story that you created, b) provide a brief description of learner demographics (e.g., gender, age, etc), c) provide a brief summary of learners’ responses, d) briefly compare/contrast subjects’ responses, and e) briefly compare/contrast your findings with Kohlberg’s controversial theories of moral development.  Good luck!

Note:  A terrific website for getting help is located at the following URL:

http://www.duq.edu/~tomei/ed711psy/h_kohl.htm.
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	Just what is this generation gap?  How socially/emotionally similar are people of different ages?  Different generations?  How do people who grow up at different times see the world and how does this perception influence learning needs?  Now is the time to find out. In this project, you will be required to select and interview two different individuals who are at least 10 years apart in age.  Both individuals should have the same cultural background (e.g., born and raised in the United States).  This interview is to be conducted face-to-face.  

You will also need to develop a 10-item interview that you can administer to each person.  It will be up to you to decide what questions to ask.  Look through the chapter and pull out topics that will bring out meaningful/interesting similarities/differences between your two interviewees.  What about physical development?  Emotional?  Psychosocial?  Both interviewees should be asked the same questions.  After conducting your interviews, submit a 3-page, typed report comprising: a) your interview questions, b) a comparison and contrasting of interviewees’ responses to questions, c) a discussion of how your findings do or do not mesh with key theories offered in the textbook.  



	
	Cluster 3: Learner Differences/Needs
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	What is intelligence?  This question is at the core of a long-standing discussion and much controversy in psychology.  In this activity, you will be required to weigh in on this controversy with some exploratory learning.

First, go out and surf the web.  Find at least 3 internet sources which have something interesting to say about how intelligence is or should be defined.  Spend some time reading what they have to say.  Second, go and take an online intelligence assessment.  One such test is located at: http://www.iqtest.com.  Feel free to find your own.  Make sure that the test you take provides you with your results.  Third, develop 5 original items for an intelligence/aptitude test.  Note:  Not all intelligence tests are strictly pen-and-paper.

Finally, submit a 3-page, typed report comprising: a) the addresses of your web sources, b) a brief summary of what those sources have to say about intelligence and whether you agree with what they have to say, c) the address and results of your online intelligence test, d) your thoughts about the online test’s validity as a measure of intelligence, and e) your 5 original intelligence test items.  
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	What are my individual needs?  An individualized education plan (IEP) is one way to identify and manage the special needs of exceptional learners.  However, everyone from the least able learner to the most gifted has special needs.  

What is an IEP?  In brief, it is annually revised program for an exceptional student, detailing present achievement level, goals, and strategies, drawn up by teachers, parents, specialists, and (if possible) student.  Issues typically addressed in an IEP include but are not limited to:  a) an identification of the student's present level of functioning, b) goals for the year and measurable instructional objectives, c) a list of specific services for the student.

What are your special needs?  Time to think a little more deliberately and systematically about that question.  In this activity, you will be asked to create your own individual education program.  

Begin this activity by going to your favorite web search engine and looking around for examples of IEP’s and discussions of how an IEP is put together.  Your textbook will offer insight as well.  Then, consider your own special needs.  Ask yourself questions like: What are my biggest struggles in school?  Why do I have these struggles?  Who would be in a good position to identify my needs and assess my academic progress at regular intervals?  Finally, write up your own IEP.  It should include at least a description of your issues and special academic needs, steps that should be taken to remediate these needs, how progress will be assessed and a listing of the individuals comprising the IEP team.  You may need to be a little creative (if not humorous) to complete this so that it is consistent with the IEP templates that you’ve found.  But that’s what I expect—a thorough treatment.

Submit a report comprising: 1) a brief explanation of your approach to your IEP, 2) your complete IEP, 3) a well thought out discussion of how this activity has helped you as a learner, and 4) a list of your web and other references.
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	What is ADHD/ADD all about?  Hyperactivity is a widely-used, much abused term that wasn’t even in use 30 to 40 years ago.  More boys than girls are labeled as hyperactive.  Hyperactivity has been couched within a diagnosis of attention deficit.  In this activity, you will learn more about this growing academic concern.  

First, look through the chapter and on the web.  What is ADHD/ADD?  What are people saying about it?  Locate five websites that offer what you consider to be helpful advice for teachers, parents and/or children who must deal with ADHD/ADD on a daily basis.  Second, you will need to identify two people that can be interviewed.  A child with ADHD/ADD and his/her parent or primary caregiver.  Third, you will need to develop a 5-item interview that you can administer to a child and a 5-item interview for an adult.  It will be up to you to decide what questions to ask.  You could ask about challenges/successes at home and school.  How about the benefits/drawbacks of medication?  Interpersonal relationships?  Once you have your questions in order, conduct the interview. 

After conducting your interviews, submit a 3-page, typed report comprising: a) the addresses of your five “helpful” websites and a brief description of what these websites consist of, b) your interview questions, c) a comparison and contrasting of interviewees’ responses to questions, d) how this experience impacted your understanding of ADHD/ADD and those who deal with it on a daily basis, and e) a discussion of how your findings do or do not mesh with key theories offered in the textbook and other places.  



	
	Cluster 4: Culture & Community
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	Do I have a story to tell…and illustrate?  There is no question that culture affects communication, interpersonal relationships and academic performance.  Children from different cultures and ethnic backgrounds can experience a lot of confusion in the classroom.  One way to clear up such confusion is through storytelling.  

In this activity, you will take on the role of a writer and illustrator of children’s short stories.  Your job will be to create a short children’s book that illustrates at least 5 of the concepts from the Culture and Community chapter.  Undoubtedly, you will have more of a personal interest in some of the concepts.  Which concepts you choose to illustrate is up to you.  These may even change as you write the story.  

Before writing your story, you need to do a few other things.  First, find at least 3 websites providing instruction about how to create a short, illustrated story for children.  Make some notes.  You’ll need these.  

Next, get in touch with your inner child—or more specifically, the way in which children’s books are put together.  Visit the local library and check out at least 5 illustrated, short children’s books.  Critically analyze the books.  Use your notes from the websites and ask yourself other questions? What kinds of characters are there?  Do the stories have an introduction, climax and denoument?  Do all of the stories have a moral?  What kind of story do I want to tell?  Should I write the story first and illustrate it later?  What age-group am I writing for?

Third, list your different ideas for a story.  They should be coming fast and furious at this point.  Choose one and run with it.  Create an original short story.  Your book can be non-fiction or fiction, hard copy or electronic.  However, your story and illustrations must be original works.  No cutting and pasting graphics from the web.

Don’t procrastinate—unless you are one of those authors who works well under pressure.

Finally, you must go out and test the waters.  Read your book to at least two children who represent the age demographic at which the book is targeted.  Pay attention to how your audience responds.  Ask yourself: Do they understand the intended message?  Do they like it?  Why or why not?  You may even ask them for their response.  

Finally, submit your book and a typed paper in which you: a) provide a list of at least 3 web resources discussing the creation of illustrated short stories for children, b) a list of the children’s books that you perused prior to writing your story, c) a brief discussion of how you arrived at the idea for your story, d) what you learned about storytelling from your research, e) a thorough explication of how your story illustrates at least 5 concepts from the chapter, and f) a discussion of how your audience responded to your book.   
First, find out what your hero wants. Then just follow him.

                                                          --Ray Bradbury 
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	How does mass media impact attitudes about race and sex/gender roles in our society?  Prejudice represents an enduring attitude that predisposes a favorable or unfavorable response toward a group of individuals.  In this activity, you will be asked to assess the state of the American television industry as it relates to it’s portrayal of race OR gender roles (focus on only one of these) in our society.

To begin, identify 4 different shows that are popular with teenagers (preferably between ages 13 and 16).  Next, you need to develop a content analysis form, which is simply an observational checklist.  For example, if you were focusing on gender role portrayal on certain television shows, you would watch these shows and make notes indicating the number and type of traditional stereotypical and non-stereotypical behaviors (i.e., verbal, interpersonal, emotional, professional, physical, domestic) portrayed.  The ratio of traditional to non-traditional instances would give you some insight as to what the media is showing young people.  You may want to videotape the shows, just in case you need to take a second look.

In addition to viewing these shows and noting stereotyped and non-stereotyped portrayals, go to the internet, find and peruse at least five websites offering insight and discussion about media portrayals of race/gender.

Finally, submit a 3-page, typed paper comprising the following: a) your personal definition of racism or sexism, b) the definition of others, c) a list of the shows that you chose to observe, d) the list of stereotyped and non-stereotyped behaviors that you were looking for and the data that you collected, e) tables and graphs to depict your data, f) conclusions about your findings, g) list of websites, and h) a discussion of how you think gender portrayals in the media affect children.        



	PART 2: CONNECT (15 POINTS)



	In addition to completing one of the above activities, you must briefly teach the class about your experience.  It is expected that you will actively engage students through some sort of brief teaching exposition.   YOU WILL HAVE 20 MINUTES TO “CONNECT.”  Make sure that your presentation is:
a) Focused (pick one main idea and run with it.  If you do a Top 10 list, don’t try to cover everything on your list.  Select one or two topics and go into these with some depth.) 

b) Organized (The presentation has a beginning, middle and end.)
c) Interactive* (Make sure that your presentation is interactive.  Failure to incorporate classroom interaction into your presentation will result in an automatic 5-point deduction from your oral grade.) 
d) Lettered (Show me that you understand the subject matter in some depth.)     
Just remember F.O.I.L.  As part of your Connect experience, you must also supplement your oral presentation with either a PowerPoint presentation or a poster.  Read on for more information.


	*Interaction can include activities such as distributing handouts, leading a discussion, leading the class in a debate, taking the class through an experiment or activity designed to illustrate a concept.  You can see more suggestions for interactive activities in the TEACHERS GRAB BAG links, on our course website.  These are just some suggestions to get you thinking.  How you create an interactive classroom environment is up to you.  
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	ACCEPTABLE POSTERS
I don’t want to inhibit your creativity, but neither do I want poorly constructed posters.  So, here are the rules for those who choose to create a poster as part of their oral presentation.  The only acceptable poster style is a fold-out, display board.  The graphic to the left illustrates this type of board. No other type of poster board will be accepted.  This type of display board is relatively inexpensive and can be purchased at Michael’s or other department stores.  
Your poster must include both text/information and images.  While it will be used to supplement your presentation, you should also construct it in such a way that it could stand on its own, without explanation.  The poster to the left is what I would consider to be a good poster.  Although the writing and pictures are a little small, you can see that the poster comprises a lot of information with an organized, eye-catching look.      
Still not sure how to approach it.  Perform an image search on www.google.com, using the search term, “research poster.”  You will see a plethora of posters that should fuel your creativity.
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	ACCEPTABLE POWERPOINT

If you choose to do a PowerPoint presentation, your presentation must take advantage of the creative possibilities within the program.  In other words, you cannot simply copy text from your written report over to your PowerPoint presentation.  You must incorporate sights, sounds, motion, words, smells, etc.  Well, maybe that last one is getting a bit carried away.  I expect you to demonstrate creativity and a proper use of PowerPoint.  

If this is your first experience with PowerPoint, you may want to go through a web tutorial to find out more about using the program.  Go to www.google.com and perform a web search using the phrase, “PowerPoint tutorial).  You should come up with plenty of useful hits.  I would also be happy to sit down with you for a few minutes and go over PowerPoint basics—or if you’re really brave we can get into hard-core functions like creating macros and/or inserting multimedia.  
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Did you check ahead of time to make sure that your PowerPoint presentation will work on our classroom computer?  You will not be allowed to make up an oral presentation if you do not have poster or PowerPoint supplements!  Make sure that you plan ahead!


	EXTRA CREDIT OPTIONS
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	 Extra R.E.C. Project (15 points)

If you would like to complete an extra R.E.C.ognition project, you can earn 15 points.  To earn all of these points, you need to follow the activity as prescribed and turn in the write-up.  It is not necessary to create a poster or electronic presentation.  Unfortunately, we will not have time for you to make an oral presentation to the class.
















