EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

EXAM REVIEW QUESTIONS
Chapter 2: Cognitive Development and Language

1. Compare and contrast assimilation and accommodation.  Develop your own examples.

2. According to Piaget, what is a scheme?
3. What is the best way to determine the cognitive stage that a person has reached?
4. Compare and contrast equilibration and disequilibrium.  Why are these processes important in stimulating learning?  

5. Outline Piaget's stages of cognitive development (i.e., sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operations, formal operations) and understand the dynamics of these stages.  

6. What are the major cognitive milestones at each stage?  Conservation?  Reversability?  Object permanence?  Centration?  Seriation?  

7. What does each of these milestones involve, in terms of how human beings think about the world?  Egocentrism?  Logic?  

8. Does everyone pass through each of these stages?  Do different individuals pass through these stages at different times?   Are there times when you’re  more formal and less concrete?  Hmmmm…..

9. What is active learning? Why is Piaget’s theory consistent with active learning?
10. What are the differences between Piaget’s and Vygotsky’s views of private speech and its role in development?

11. What is assisted learning? Scaffolding?

12. What is a student’s zone of proximal development?  Develop an example in which the zone of proximal development is appropriately utilized.
Chapter 3: Personal, Social, and Emotional Development 

1. What are Erikson’s stages of psychosocial development?  Understand the sequence and timeline.
2. According to Erikson, what role does crisis play in the development of personal identity? 
3. What is the major developmental crisis at each stage?  Why is this crisis prominent at this particular stage?  What are the results of positive and negative resolutions to the various crises.
4. Why is Erikson’s theory considered a psychosocial perspective?  What is the main emphasis of this theory?
5. What are Marcia’s stages of identity development?  Discuss and apply.

6. In terms of sequence and age, how do Erikson’s stages parallel those of Piaget?
7. Distinguish between self-concept and self-esteem.  

8. How do self-concept and self-esteem change as children develop?

9. What is the “Big Fish, Little Pond” idea all about?

10. What are Kohlberg’s stages of moral reasoning?  Define these stages.

11. Discuss the differences between the stages and provide examples of how thinking at each stage might affect moral decision-making.

12. What is one of the greatest criticism’s of Kohlberg’s theory of moral development?  
13. Describe Gilligan’s levels of moral reasoning.  How does this model differ from Kohlberg’s?
14. What are some key factors that influence moral behavior (e.g., cheating)?  Why are these factors significant?
Chapter 4: Learner Differences 
1. What has Woolfolk concluded about the labeling of exceptional students?  Do you agree with her opinions?

2. Do you think that intelligence tests are good predictors of academic performance?  Why or why not?  What does your author have to say about this issue?
3. Generally speaking, how do most psychologists approach the structure of intelligence?  One or many?
4. What is Gardner’s view of intelligence and his position on “g”?

5. What are the elements in Sternberg’s theory of intelligence?  Discuss these elements.  Provide examples of how these elements might be manifest within cognitive processes.
6. How is IQ measured typically, and what does an IQ score mean?
7. What are some of the advantages of using standardized tests?

8. What are the effects of between-class grouping?  On high achievers?  On low achievers?
9. What is creativity?  How is it measured?

10. Compare and contrast creativity with intelligence. 
11. Define and distinguish between fluency, flexibility and originality as each relates to creativity.  Which component do you think is indicative of true creativity?
12. What can teachers do to encourage creativity?
13. Distinguish between convergent and divergent creativity.  Apply through examples.

14. Compare and contrast the learning characteristics of field-dependent and field-independent learners.  Which type are you? 

15. Compare and contrast the learning characteristics of impulsive and reflective learners.  Which type are you?

16. Bill, age 16, is bright and articulate. His classmates watch him with great interest because he "will try almost anything." Unfortunately, his reading level is very low, probably no higher than fourth-grade level, and he does not succeed in most courses. According to this description, which of the following might best account for Bill’s difficulties? A learning disability, an emotional disturbance, giftedness, learned helplessness or mental retardation.  Why?
17. What is ADHD and how is it handled in school?

18. What method has proved most successful in helping students with attention deficit disorder?  Why has this method been successful?  

19. Define and distinguish between conduct disorder, anxiety-withdrawl disorder, and socialized aggression.  Create an illustration for one of these.
Chapter 5: Culture and Community

1. Define “culture.”

2. Were you part of a resistance culture in high school?  Explain.

3. Distinguish between prejudice and discrimination.  Which of these do you think is the bigger problem in schools and our society?
4. Define “stereotype threat.”  Know about the research highlighting this psychological phenomenon.  How could such a threat impact your classroom?

5. Summarize the research on gender differences in school.  What evidence is there of gender bias in the classroom?  In textbooks?  In the curriculum?
6. Who is more likely to have stereotyped notions about gender—younger or older children?

7. What are some cognitive differences between males and females?  Are these differences large or small?

8. What suggestions are offered for eliminating gender bias in the classroom?

9. What does the research conclude about encouraging or discouraging bilingualism in the classroom?
10. Summarize the differences in learning styles from culture to culture.  Why should we be cautious with our interpretations of learning-styles research?
Chapter 6: Behavioral Views of Learning

1. Define learning.

2. How does a neutral stimulus become a conditioned stimulus?

3. Discriminate between generalization and discrimination.

4. What defines a consequence as a reinforcer? As a punisher?

5. How are negative reinforcement and punishment different?

6. How can you encourage persistence in a behavior?

7. What is the difference between a prompt and a cue?

8. What are the steps in applied behavior analysis?

9. How can the Premack principle help you identify reinforcers?

10. When is shaping an appropriate approach?

11. What are some cautions in using punishment?

12. What is mastery learning?

13. Describe group consequences, token programs, and contracts.

14. What are the steps in self-management?

15. What are the main criticisms of behavioral approaches?

Chapter 7: Cognitive Views of Learning
1. Contrast cognitive and behavioral views of learning.  How does each view explain learning?  HINT:  You may have to look in another chapter to answer this one.
2. Why is it that cognitivists think of learning as a very subjective experience?
3. How do context and personal experience impact learning?

4. Compare and contrast sensation and perception?

5. Compare and contrast bottom-up with top-down processing.  Formulate an illustration of each.

6. In terms of processing information, what is the correct sequence of the information processing components?
7. Know the information duration and capacity of each of the components of the information processing model (i.e., STM, LTM, sensory register, executive processes).  What is the function of each component?  

8. Compare declarative, procedural, and conditional knowledge. 

9. Why is the short-term memory store also referred to as working memory and as consciousness?
10. Compare and contrast scripts and schemas?  When is each likely to be used?
11. Why is it that when we remember something, we fill in the blanks with things that never actually happened?  What is this process referred to as?

12. Compare and contrast state- and context-dependent memories?

13. Why do we forget?  Compare and contrast theories of decay, repression and interference?
14. What is metacognition?  How are you metacognitive in your studies?

15. How does reconstruction of memory occur?

16. What is the serial-position effect?  Why is it a problem?  How does it relate to the limitations of the information processing system?  What can we do to reduce the impact of the serial-position effect?

17. Compare and contrast the different types of mnemonic devices: loci, acronym, chain and keyword.  
Chapter 8: Complex Cognitive Processes

1. Distinguish between prototypes and exemplars.  Give examples.  How do defining attributes relate to prototypes and exemplars?  How do prototypes and exemplars impact our understanding of concepts?
2. In terms of learning concepts, compare and contrast overgeneralization with undergeneralization?  When is each likely to occur?  
3. Define and discuss inductive and deductive reasoning.  Provide examples.  When would each type of reasoning be most appropriate for learning?

4. What does “problem-solving” mean to you?  How does your author define it?

5. Compare and contrast the definitions of algorithms and heuristics.

6. Compare and contrast the different types of heuristics (i.e., means-ends analysis, analogical thinking, working backward, brainstorming).  

7. When would it be best to use an algorithm and when would it be best to use a heuristic?
8. What is domain-specific problem solving?  Domain-general?
9. Compare and contrast functional fixedness with response set.
10. Why is flexibility important in solving problems?  What is likely to happen if we flexible?
11. Discuss the relationship between incubation and insight.

12. Is it possible to “overlearn”?  Explain your reasoning.
13. What are the differences between expert and novice knowledge in a given area?

Chapter 9: Social Cognitive and Constructivist Views of Learning

1. Distinguish between social learning and social cognitive theories.

2. Distinguish between enactive and vicarious learning.

3. What are the elements of observational learning?

4. What is reciprocal determinism?

5. Describe three kinds of constructivism.

6. In what ways do constructivist views differ about knowledge sources, accuracy, and generality?

7. What are some common elements in most constructivist views of learning?

8. Distinguish between inquiry and problem-based learning.

9. Describe five elements that define true cooperative learning.

10. Describe six features that most cognitive apprenticeship approaches share.

11. Describe the use of dialogue in reciprocal teaching.

12. What is meant by thinking as enculturation?

13. What do different views of learning add to our understanding?
Chapter 10: Motivation: Issues and Explanations

1. Define motivation.

2. What is the difference between intrinsic and extrinsic motivation?

3. How does locus of causality apply to motivation?

4. What are the key factors in motivation according to a behavioral viewpoint? Humanistic? Cognitive? Sociocultural?

5. Distinguish between deficiency needs and being needs in Maslow’s theory.

6. What are the three dimensions of attribution in Weiner’s theory?

7. What are expectancy X value theories?

8. What is legitimate peripheral participation?

9. What kinds of goals are most motivating?

10. Describe learning, performance, work-avoidance, and social goals.

11. What makes goal setting effective in the classroom?

12. Do interests and emotions affect learning?  How?

13. What is the role of arousal in learning?

14. How does anxiety interfere with learning?

15. How do beliefs about ability affect motivation?

16. What is self-efficacy and how is it different from other self-schemas?

17. What are the sources of self-efficacy and how does efficacy affect motivation?

18. How does self-determination affect motivation?

19. How does self-worth affect motivation?
Chapter 12: Teaching for Academic Learning

1. What are the levels of planning and how do they affect teaching?

2. What is an instructional objective?

3. Describe the three taxonomies of educational objectives.

4. Describe teacher-centered and student-centered planning.

5. Describe the lecture format.

6. Distinguish between convergent and divergent and high-level versus low-level questions.

7. What are the advantages and disadvantages of group discussion?

8. What methods have been used to study teaching?

9. What are the general characteristics of good teaching?

10. What characterizes effective teaching for exceptional students?

11. What resources do teachers have to work effectively with exceptional children?

12. Describe the debate about learning to read.

13. Describe constructivist approaches to mathematics and science teaching.

