 Spring 2012—INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY—Dr. Campbell
I.
PHI 101.  INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY.  3 Credits

This course introduces students to the nature of philosophical problems and to the ideas of central figures in the history of philosophy.  This introductory philosophy course will emphasize philosophy as a process of reflecting on and critically evaluating one’s fundamental beliefs, values and attitudes.  Important ideas and central philosophical issues will be discussed and dialogue encouraged as a means of clarifying values and personal views.

II.
CLASS DAY(S), TIME, AND LOCATION

MWF 12:00 - 12:50,  BP1N

III.
INSTRUCTOR


Debra Campbell
Office:  BP014
Office hours: MWF 1:00 –1:50




Phone:  461-7615


 TTH 11:00-11:50 
E-mail:  dcampbell@mesacc.edu

IV.
TEXT AND MATERIALS

The required book in this course is Philosophy:  A Text with Readings, (Eleventh Edition), by Manuel Velasquez, Wadsworth Publishing Company, 2008.

V.
COURSE OBJECTIVES (general)

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· Identify and examine specific solutions offered by the most notable philosophers to perennial questions of human existence, such as questions about the existence of God, the nature of knowledge, and the foundations of moral values.
· Examine and recognize the distinctive character of philosophical problems and controversies.

· Display critical skills in the logical clarification of words and concepts, and in the analysis of assumptions and arguments.

· Evaluate philosophical arguments on opposing sides of an issue.

VI. ASSSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

EXAMS:  The instructor will maintain a continuous record of each student’s progress.  Three in-class exams (worth 25 points each) will be given.  The exams will consist of multiple choice questions and short answer questions. 
HOMEWORK: For most class periods there will be “homework” in the form of writing answers to questions about the readings.  The total points awarded if all homework assignments are turned in will be 25 points.  The assignments are not graded, but they must be ready at the beginning of the class period for which they are assigned.  Please don’t try to write the answers during class; I can clearly see when students are trying to do that! Your answers must constitute a good faith effort to answer the questions in order to receive credit.  One word or one sentence answers will usually not receive credit.  At the end of the class period, the homework will be turned in and checked for credit worthiness.  The homework assignments will usually be returned the next Monday.  It is recommended that students use these homework answers for studying for the exams. 

PARTICIPATION POINTS (OPTIONAL):  Up to 10 additional points may be awarded to students, solely at the discretion of the instructor, based on the student’s overall preparedness and contributions to daily discussion.  Those will be awarded at the end of the semester as a way to reward students who clearly demonstrate that they have done the readings, attended to the homework, and come to class ready to participate each day.  To recap:


Value of exams and assignments:



1st Exam

25 pts.


2nd Exam

25 pts.


3rd Exam

25 pts.


Homework

25 pts.


(Optional points)
10 pts.


Total points

110 (possible)

Grading Scale (approximate)

90-110 
A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

Below 60

F
VII. CALENDAR OF ASSIGNMENTS

Due Dates
Readings (Page numbers) and Homework Assignments

1/17-20
1.1 What is Philosophy? (1-10) Answer Questions 1-4

1/23-25
1.2 The Traditional Divisions of Philosophy (10-16)


Answer questions 1-3

1/25-27
1.3 A Philosopher in Action:  Socrates (16-30) 



Answer questions 3-5

1/30

1.4 The Value of Philosophy (30-36)
Answer questions 4-5
2/1-3
Handout on Arguments:  Induction vs. Deduction


Exercises 1.3, I even, III, all

2/6

4.1 The Significance of Religion (221-225) Answer



questions 1-3 

2/8

4.2 Does God Exist?  (226-230) Write out the premises



and conclusion of the Ontological Argument

2/10

4.2 (Cont’d.) The Cosmological Argument (230-234) Write 


out the premises and conclusion of the Cosmological 



Argument
2/13

4.2 (Cont’d.) The Design Argument (234-240) Write out the 


premises and conclusion of the Design Argument

2/15

4.3 Atheism, Agosticism, and the Problem of Evil (243-249)


 Write out what you think is the “Problem of Evil.”

2/17

3.1 What is Real? (133-137) Answer questions 1-2
2/20

PRESIDENT’S DAY
2/22

3.2 Reality:  Material or Non-Material (138-144) 


Answer the questions:  What is Materialism?  What is the 


major flaw in this view?

2/24

3.2 (Cont’d.) Idealism: Reality as Non-Matter (144-152)


Answer the questions:   What is Idealism?  What is the major 


flaw in this view?

2/27

3.9 Historical Showcase – Hobbes and Berkeley (207-215)



Prepare for an in-class debate on Materialism vs. Idealism

2/29

Review all of the previously covered material to prepare for



Exam #1

3/2

Exam #1

3/5

5.1 Why is Knowledge a Problem? (295-301) Write out an



example of a time when things turned out to be entirely 



different from what you first thought

3/7

5.2 Is Reason the Source of our Knowledge? (302-313) 


Answer the questions:  What is Rationalism?  What is 



inadequate about this theory?

3/9

5.3 Can the Senses Account for All Our Knowledge? (313-


319) Answer the questions:  What is Locke’s view of the



source of knowledge?  What is a problem with his view?

3/12-16
SPRING BREAK

3/19

5.3 (Cont’d.) Berkeley and Subjectivism (319-321)



Answer the questions:  What is Berkeley’s view of the source



of knowledge?  What is a problem with his view?

3/21

5.3 (Cont’d.) Hume and Skepticism (321-326)  Answer



questions 4-6
3/23

5.6 Historical Showcase (351-356)  Answer questions:



1, 2, and 4
3/26

5.4 Kant:  Does the Knowing Mind Shape the World?



(327-335) Answer the question:  Does Kant’s view of



knowledge overcome Hume’s skepticism?

3/28

6.5 Historical Showcase (413-422) Answer questions 4-5

3/30

Exam #2
4/2

7.1 What is Ethics? (429-433) Answer question 3




4/4

7.2 Is Ethics Relative? (433-436) Answer questions 1-2
4/6

7.3 Do Consequences Make an Action Right? (437-441)



Answer the questions:  What is Ethical Egoism?  What is



wrong with this theory of morality?

4/9

7.3 (Cont’d.) Utilitarianism (441-447) Answer the 


questions:  What is the difference between Act and Rule



Utilitarianism?  What are some problems with Utilitarianism?

4/11

7.4 Do Rules Define Morality? (447-455)  Answer the


questions:  What is Divine Command Theory?  What are the



problems with that moral theory?

4/13

7.4 (Cont’d.) Kant’s Categorical Imperative (455-463)


Answer the questions:  What is the Categorical Imperative?



What is a problem with Kant’s moral theory?

4/16

7.4 (Cont’d.) Buddhist Ethics (463-468)  Answer questions



3-5

4/18

7.5 Is Ethics Based on Character?  (468-473)  Answer the



question:  How would you describe acting virtuously 



according to Aristotle?

4/20

8.1 What is Social and Political Philosophy? (517-520)



Answer questions 1-3

4/23

8.2 What Justifies the State? (520-527)  Answer the 



question:  What are some important differences between 


Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau regarding their justifications for



the state?
4/25

8.2 (Cont’d.) Contemporary Social Contract:  Rawls (527-



529) Answer the questions:  What does Rawls mean by the



“original position?”  What role does it play in his theory of 



justice?

4/27

8.2 (Cont’d.) The Communitarian Critique (529-537) Answer


questions 2-6

4/30-5/4
Debate; Discussion; Review for Final Exam
5/8

Final Exam 12:00 – 12:50 

VIII.
COLLEGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Due to the nature of the course, it is impossible to exactly link topics with specific dates, thus the above calendar is an approximation.  The instructor will make every attempt to stick as closely as possible to the syllabus and will clarify assignments at the beginning and end of each class meeting.

· Students must attend classes regularly.  The instructor reserves the right to drop a student after three unexcused absences.

· Besides academic performance, students should exhibit the qualities of honesty and integrity.  Any form of dishonesty, cheating, fabrication, the facilitation of academic dishonesty, or plagiarism may make the student subject to disciplinary action.  Please refer to the student handbook for information regarding institutional policy and due process procedures.

· The instructor is willing to make reasonable accommodations for limitations due to any disability, including learning disabilities.  If you have or think you have a disability, including a learning disability, please make an appointment with an advisor at disability resources as soon as possible.  They can assist you with appropriate accommodations for you in your classes.
· Please note the district policy regarding refunds and withdrawals stated on the MCC website.  If you do not withdraw from the class within the stated time to receive a 100% refund, you will be expected to pay for the class.

· Philosophy deals with controversial adult material including human sexuality, the existence of God, principles of justice, etc. Students must be prepared to engage all material as presented/assigned. Alternate assignments, readings, lectures, etc. will not be provided.
MCC Early Alert Program (EARS)

Mesa Community College is committed to the success of all our students.  Numerous campus support services are available throughout your academic journey to assist you in achieving your educational goals.  MCC has adopted an Early Alert Referral System (EARS) as part of a student success initiative to aid students in their educational pursuits.  Faculty and Staff participate by alerting and referring students to campus services for added support.  Students may receive a follow up call from various campus services as a result of being referred to EARS.  Students are encouraged to participate, but these services are optional.  

Early Alert Web Page with Campus Resource Information can be located at:  http://www.mesacc.edu/students/ears or locate the “Early Alert” selection at the “mymcc” link from MCC’s home page.

