INTRODUCTION TO LOGIC SYLLABUS

I.
PHI 103.  INTRODUCTION TO LOGIC.  3 Credits

Logic is an important and fundamental subject.  The recognition, use, and evaluation of valid arguments are basic skills required in all academic work.  Logic provides the student with many of the basic academic competencies, namely, the ability to identify and formulate problems and evaluate solutions; the recognition of fallacious reasoning; the ability to draw reasonable conclusions from information found in texts, the media, or tables and graphs; and the ability to justify one’s conclusions with good reasons.

II.
CLASS DAY(S), TIME, AND LOCATION

MWF 10:00 – 10:50 a.m.  ROOM: BP1N

III.
INSTRUCTOR

Debra Campbell
Office:  BP14 
Office hours: 
MWF 1:00 - 1:50 p.m.

Phone:  461-7615

TR 11:00 – 11:50 a.m. 

E-mail:  dcampbell@mesacc.edu

IV.
TEXT AND MATERIALS

The required book in this course is Logic, by Patrick J. Hurley (Eleventh Edition), Wadsworth Publishing Company, 2008.

V.
COURSE OBJECTIVES (general)

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· Recognize informal fallacies

· Write an argument paper

· Critically evaluate arguments 

· Apply the rules of inference in deductive reasoning

VI.
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Prior to each class period, the student is expected to have read the assigned section and attempted the exercises as listed in the calendar section of the syllabus.  The instructor will keep students updated as to which exercises are due for each upcoming class meeting.  During each class, students will participate in a review of the exercises.  Review sessions will be conducted before exams and correcting sessions will be held after exams.  The final exam MAY be optional for some students based on their grade, attendance, and participation in presenting the exercises in class.  This option is at the discretion of the instructor.  

VII.
GRADING AND EVALUATION

In order to comply with the requirements for the “L” component of your education, three writing assignments, increasing in level of difficulty, will be required.  In addition, there will be two quizzes, and a final exam at the regularly scheduled final exam time.  Students are expected to complete all of the assigned exercises in order to receive the maximum number of points for the homework. The easiest way to a good grade in this course is perfect attendance and practicing the exercises.

A.  Value of exams and assignments:


1st writing assignment:

10%


2nd writing assignment:

20%


3rd writing assignment: 

20%


1st quiz



10%


2nd quiz



10%


Final Exam



20%


Homework



10%


Total




100%

B.  Grading Scale  (Approximate)


90-100 = A



80-89   = B


70-79   = C


60-69   = D


Below 60  F

VIII.
CALENDAR OF ASSIGNMENTS

Dates

Assigned Sections and Exercises
1/17-20 
PRINT A COPY OF THE SYLLABUS (Worth 10 points);



1.1, I, even, II, even, IV, all

1/23-27
1.2 (pp. 22-25 only), VI, all; 1.3, I, even, III, all 

1/30-2/3 
FIRST WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE; 1.4, I, all, II, all, III, even, V, all 

2/6-10
1.5, I, all; REVIEW; FIRST QUIZ  

2/13-17
3.1, I, all; 3.2, I, all; 3.3, I, even, III, even;

3.4, I, even, III, even 

2/21-24
President’s Day; 6.1, I, even, III, all 

2/27-3/2
SECOND WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE; 6.2, I, all, II, all, III, even, IV, all 

3/5-9

6.3, I, even, II, even, III, odd; 6.4, I, all, II, even, III, (do any 3 of the11)
3/12-16
SPRING BREAK


3/19-23
6.5, II, (1-10 only); REVIEW 
3/26-30
SECOND QUIZ; 7.1, I, all, II, all, III, all, IV (pick any 2)  

4/2-6

THIRD WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE; 7.2, I, all, II, all, III, all, IV, (any 2)
4/9-13
7.3, I, all, II, all, III, 1-32, V, (do any 2 of the 8)
4/16-20
7.4, I, all, II, all, 
4/23-27
7.4, III, 1-32, V (do any 2 of the 10)
4/30-5/4
REVIEW 7.1-7.4 for FINAL EXAM

5/9

FINAL EXAM  10:00 – 11:50 a.m.

IX.
COLLEGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Due to the nature of the course, it is impossible to exactly link topics with specific dates, thus the above calendar is an approximation.  The instructor will make every attempt to stick as closely as possible to the syllabus and will clarify assignments at the beginning and end of each class meeting.

· Students must attend classes regularly.  The instructor reserves the right to drop a student after three unexcused absences.

· Besides academic performance, students should exhibit the qualities of honesty and integrity.  Any form of dishonesty, cheating, fabrication, the facilitation of academic dishonesty, or plagiarism may make the student subject to disciplinary action.  Please refer to the student handbook for information regarding institutional policy and due process procedures.

· The instructor is willing to make reasonable accommodations for limitations due to any disability, including learning disabilities.  If you have or think you have a disability, including a learning disability, please make an appointment with an advisor at disability resources as soon as possible.  They can assist you with appropriate accommodations for you in your classes.
· Please note the district policy regarding refunds and withdrawals stated on the MCC website.  If you do not withdraw from the class within the stated time to receive a 100% refund, you will be expected to pay for the class.

· Philosophy deals with controversial adult material including human sexuality, the existence of God, principles of justice, etc. Students must be prepared to engage all material as presented/assigned. Alternate assignments, readings, lectures, etc. will not be provided.

MCC Early Alert Program (EARS)

Mesa Community College is committed to the success of all our students.  Numerous campus support services are available throughout your academic journey to assist you in achieving your educational goals.  MCC has adopted an Early Alert Referral System (EARS) as part of a student success initiative to aid students in their educational pursuits.  Faculty and Staff participate by alerting and referring students to campus services for added support.  Students may receive a follow up call from various campus services as a result of being referred to EARS.  Students are encouraged to participate, but these services are optional.  

Early Alert Web Page with Campus Resource Information can be located at:  http://www.mesacc.edu/students/ears or locate the “Early Alert” selection at the “mymcc” link from MCC’s home page.

