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REL 243-WORLD RELIGIONS
     
Instructor: Blair A. Gadsby
WEEK FOURTEEN:
Reading: Introduction to World Religions, Christopher Partridge, General Editor. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005. Part Ten, (pgs. 311-355). Same as Christianity I.

See the current location of Christianity at this site REL243 World Religions Powerpoint Presentation.ppt.

LECTURE:
Christianity II: Church History
Paul had left a legacy of small Christian communities after his zealous evangelistic missions in the Roman world. By sailing and using the road network that the Romans had built, Paul was able to spread the Christian message very efficiently.
Christians, however, were not inclined to worship the Roman Caesars as they demanded, and so ran afoul of the law. This resistance to pagan-worship could be attributed to the Jewish tendency toward exclusiveness in religion. We remember how the Israelites were instructed to keep away from foreign gods whose worship could only bring destruction. The Christians would pay heavily for this exclusiveness. Paul and Peter were themselves brought to Rome and executed. Things got worse. In 64 C.E. Roman emperor Nero blamed, probably falsely, the Christians for starting a fire in Rome. He used this excuse to engage in a massive persecution campaign that would inaugurate a period of persecutions and heresies in Christian history.
Persecutions and Heresies 100-300 C.E.:
This was a very difficult time for the church. As if it wasn’t enough having to endure the persecutions of the Romans, probably as a result of the persecutions, alternative conceptions about Jesus began to prevail. Belief in the Jewish Messiah was changing to reflect pagan beliefs since many of the new Christian converts came from pagan backgrounds. It was only natural that a form of syncretism would develop. Even Paul witnessed some of these pagan infiltrations when he warns the Galations 1:6-10 not to stray to a perverted gospel that others seem to be trying to foist on the believers. Though Paul doesn’t specify what specifically the perversion is, there is no doubt that there were competing ideas about who Jesus was. There were several heresies, as they were called, which were believed by the officials (bishops) of the church to be offensive to God.
1. Montanists, a second-century movement established around the teachings of self-proclaimed prophets. These prophets God spoke to directly and they claimed their teachings ought to be followed more so than the New Testament apostles themselves.
2. Monarchianists, in the second and third centuries CE, they believed in extreme monotheism and denied Jesus’ divinity, God could not be both man and God. The official church would reject this movement and articulate the doctrine of the Trinity in the Nicene Creed of 325 CE as a refutation of Monarchianist claims.
3. Arianists, this was a fourth-century movement that also denied Christ’s divinity. Jesus was a unique creation of God’s to be sure, but he was not himself God. They too were monotheists who believed that the one true God does change, and if Jesus were God and became human, then he would have had to change.
4. Gnostics, these followed a form of Christianity that was rooted in the pagan mystery religions of the Greco-Roman Empire, albeit Christianized. For Gnostic only spirit was real, this earthly material life is an illusion. Therefore, Jesus was not really a man but only seemed so. He was a really a descended spirit who communicated through gnosis, knowledge, usually a secretly-imparted knowledge that believers receive during a religious trance or other mystical communication with God. It was the Gnostics who gave us those various Secret Gospels mentioned in the previous section.
As mentioned above under the period of persecutions and heresies, both were seen as a threat to the church. By the fourth century the Bishops of the various churches had recently gained more authority via Emperor Constantine’s recent conversion and the new status for Christianity after 313 CE (see page 335). This would have consequences for the church its relationship to the state. Christianity was moving to the center of political power. In 325 Constantine calls the Bishops together at Nicea (in the region of the eastern Roman Empire based in Byzantium/Constantinople) to convene dialogue on Christian doctrine. If Constantine was going to sponsor Christianity as the official religion (see page 312), then he needed to know precisely was Christians believed.
The Apostle’s Creed

The best example of the church’s response to the threat of heresy was the document that has come to be known as The Apostle’s Creed, The Old Roman Creed, or The Nicene Creed. Commissioned by the recently converted Emperor Constantine, the Bishops met at Nicea in today’s Turkey, to draft the outlines of doctrine of the religion that was now officially part of the Roman Empire. (See page 333)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from where he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.

From the wording of the creed itself you can detect that it was intended to address the heresies listed above. Most especially that Jesus was flesh and spirit. From here on the Christian Church would begin to refer to the doctrine of the Trinity. This contentious doctrine has caused untold suffering in the history of the Church as it has been used as a litmus test, if you will, to the Orthodoxy of one’s beliefs. Christian Churches that do not subscribe to the doctrine of the Trinity are sometimes today referred to as non-conformist, non-traditional, or non-orthodox denominations of the Church. 
Middle Ages, or Medieval Period, circa. 1000-1500 CE
Sometimes called the Dark Ages, which isn’t really fair or completely accurate, but the general idea is that the Church was ascendant in power and systematically suppressed any learning that was outside of or contradicted Church teaching. When Emperor Justinian the Christian in 529 CE closed the various schools of Greek and pagan philosophy in favor of Christian theology, this is sometimes indicated as the beginning of the end of free thought in Christendom. Christendom would encompass Europe in the following centuries preparing the way for what has been referred to as the Holy Roman Empire. In this period the Church would reign supreme and effectively function as a ruling state. The church owned land, lots of it, raised taxes, raised armies (these are called the Crusades), provided certain social benefits, in fact that’s what Christendom means, the earthly kingdom of Christianity, literally the physical region of Christianity’s influence and jurisdiction. Church law guided common life and was enforced if necessary. Heresy continued to be punished. The Office of the Inquisitor was set up to monitor heresy and to stop it.
The Roman Catholic Church (RCC) gains enormous power over the course of these centuries.
The Cathars of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries make an interesting case study in the Medieval phenomenon of Catholic Church persecution of heretics. They were cosmic dualists; the universe is divided into the forces of GOOD and EVIL (something like Star Wars !!). In their thinking, Jesus was never really “in the flesh” as the doctrine of the Trinity states. Instead, Jesus was a spirit only who appeared to be a regular man. You see, the flesh is evil and Jesus could never inhabit flesh. It is in the domain of Satan. In a way, the Cathars are a continuation of or revival of ancient Gnostic teachings and the heresies of the early church. 
*EXTRA POINTS: Send me five links on the Cathar heresy and write a paragraph commentary on what you read at the sites. 

Crusades
[image: image2.wmf]The Crusades were a series of military campaigns launched from Western Christendom in Rome. The First Crusade was issued by Pope Urban II at the Council of Clermont in 1095 CE. This first Crusade was successful in capturing Jerusalem from the Muslims by 1099 CE. What would follow in the next two centuries were a series of campaigns into the Holy Land (Jerusalem and Palestine) to secure passage for Christian pilgrims and to prevent Muslims from occupying the holy sites.
The Great Schism 
In 1054 CE the Christian Church split into the East and West. This was a natural cultural fracture that went back to Diocletion who had divided the Roman Empire into East and West back in 292 CE. The West was dominated by Latin culture based in Rome, and the East was dominated by Greek culture based in Byzantium/Constantinople. The Schism came when the Roman Cardinal Humbart, envoy of Pope Leo IX, Excommunicated Patriarch Michael Cerularius who was based at Hagia Sophia in Constantinople.  Excommunication is the act of effectively being kicked out of the Church, ex-communicatus, to be cut-off from communication with the church. This would lay the foundation for the Eastern Orthodox churches, which are similar in many respects to the Roman (Western) Catholic Church. 
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Until I can find another one, this is a rough guide to some of the various denominations. The Protestantism line could go extend into its own tree of branches.

The Protestant Reformation 

A much more dramatic and contentious split in the church would come in the sixteenth century with the actions of a German, Roman Catholic priest Martin Luther, (1483-1546). Martin Luther would come to gain much of the credit for setting in motion a chain of events that would ultimately lead to a major fracture in the church, a fracture that has grown into what is called the Protestant Denominations of Christianity. (See page See pages 324-325) On October 31, 1517 Luther posts his 95 Theses to the church door at Wittenberg, Germany. He was effectively challenging the church to a debate, specifically about the Biblical validity of Indulgences. Martin Luther used the Scriptures themselves to challenge the church’s authority. There was at the heart of the Reformation to main issues that Luther was addressing: one of a temporal and one of a spiritual nature.
1. What is the role of the church and the state? 



&

2. What assures salvation, faith or works?

The first issue is a temporal issue, meaning that of this world, or relating to this life. For Martin Luther, the RCC had become too wealthy, corrupt and self-serving. The riches of the Popes, Cardinals, Bishops, and Priests certainly didn’t reflect the self-denying life that Jesus lived. That was one reason the Cathars mentioned above were as successful as they were, though they were oppressed by the RCC, they lived a humble and meek life, very much like Jesus and this was convincing to average people who were poor themselves. So the church clamped down on them.

The second issue is a spiritual matter. For Martin Luther, faith in Jesus’ death on the cross seems to be enough to be a true Christian. Following the Seven Sacraments (The Seven Catholic Sacraments - Baptism, Confirmation, Communion, Confession, Holy Orders, Marriage, Last Rites) of the RCC could not be the way; that means we are doing works in addition to Jesus’ crucifixion, that’s not what the Bible says is how we get to heaven Luther reasons, and so the RCC begins to lose some of its religious authority. 
The combination of these two issues was enough to pressure the RCC out of the North of Europe. It would have to give up much of its land in Germany and the lowlands, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Denmark. Meanwhile, in France John Calvin is bringing reform ideas to the French peasants.
In England, Henry the VIII was restructuring the church to his own ends and would ultimately organize the Church of England or Anglican Church, these are known in the USA as the Episcopal or Episcopalian Church. 
In the end, the various challenges launched against the RCC were an attempt to limit the amount of authority Rome enjoyed in these countries.  

*EXTRA POINTS: Send me five links on any one of the reformers and write a paragraph commentary on what you read at the sites. 

Post-Reformation Denominations of Christianity
Once the door of reform was pushed open, there was not stopping it. The RCC ultimately lost its hold over much of Europe. Through the efforts of a handful of men who spearheaded the reforms. Ultimately, numerous new sects were formed that were the direct result of 
Many of these non-conformist sects were among those Pilgrims and Puritans who came to the new world to flee if not outright persecution, then they had restrictions placed upon them for not being part of the official church of the state. In England the state church was the Church of England or Anglican Church, in the USA it is called the Episcopal Church. The other two European countries who colonized the new world were the French and the Spanish, both were Roman Catholic. 
These two general orientations to religion can be explored at the following site The Two Traditions of American Christianity.ppt. This is my own Power Point Presentation, not an external link, PLEASE VIEW IT TO SEE THE VARIOUS PROTESTANT DENOMINATIONS.
American-originated Denominations
The United States has produced its own unique versions of Christianity. We will look at several specific groups under the topic of New Religious Movements (NRMs) in the next section. But historically the USA has been dominantly Christian, referring of course to the European immigrant populations who came to the new world in the 1600s and since. It was a combination of the various sects of Christianity who were seeking to make this a continent for Christianity. But early America was founded upon the principles of the Enlightenment-influence Founding Fathers: Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and James Madison to name three. These men who wrote the Constitution and laid the foundation for the new democracy, were very wary of anything that resembled an “official” state religion. They had seen what happened in Europe during the Inquisitions and Protestant-Roman Catholic conflicts due to fighting over religious orthodoxy and so themselves were not dogmatic in their beliefs. They could generally be called cultural Christians with Deistic beliefs. Thomas Jefferson felt that religion was best kept a private matter and so explicitly declared that there should be a wall of separation between church and state. 

As if to prove the point that people of non Among the early presidents were a Unitarian, a Dutch Reform, and a Presbyterian, these are all among the non-conformist sects. While most of the founding fathers were Episcopalian, Church of England, they were 
Religious Affiliation of U.S. Presidents * Religion (check this out, it’s very interesting)
It is helpful to think of Christianity in the US as having two general traditional orientations, the conservative and the liberal. (Again, see link above) The basic difference when it comes to whether specific denomination is conservative or liberal is the way it answers the two questions above that were central the Protestant Reformation to begin with: what is the role of the church and the state? and what assures salvation, faith or works? Conservatives generally want the Bible, because it is the ultimate authority, to be basis of governing life, even political life at times. Their political involvement ebbs and flows, but whether they are being very politically active or apolitical in any given generation, they consistently seek to live life in accordance with biblical ideals. A liberal denomination, on the other hand, does not give the Bible the same authoritative status. The individual takes precedence over doctrine. Sometimes these denominations are more intertwined with the state such as Anglican and Roman Catholic missionaries that had the blessing if not support of the state in the colonies. Converting the peoples they colonized to Christianity was considered part of the civilizing process. Nevertheless, the Bible is not central to these churches in their governing and religion, in fact, is more an extension of the governing process.














In the US, the founding fathers established our freedoms in the principle of Creator-given individual rights of the pursuit of life, liberty and happiness. Sometimes the “creator” reference in the Constitution is misinterpreted to mean the Christian God.
This misinterpretation is further compounded by the confusion between the conservative and the liberal traditions in American Christianity.
Certainly the early Pilgrims wanted this to be a Christian nation, this was one of the motivations for them leaving Europe and escaping the state-run religions. As non-conformists they were burdened with restrictions and persecutions. But they were not the writers of our Declaration of Independence and Constitution. It was the Enlightenment
-oriented 























Methodist Church on University Avenue in Tempe
*POINTS HERE: as described on the index/home page for this course, you must write five (5) one-page essays. This is for 30% of your grade. These are separate from your two (2) other written assignments which are longer research papers. Write a one-page essay any aspect of Church history that interests you. (This is an argument essay so express your opinion based upon the information in the text or other research you do independently. You may want to search the Internet to find more information on Christianity, but it’s not necessary)
END OF POSTED LECTURE FOR WEEK FOURTEEN.
