[image: image1.png]CINHBINe)

STIEaTEm}

Tel Aviv;

RANSIORDANS

Arab state
Jewish state

@ serusai

International

EGYETS

city




REL 243-WORLD RELIGIONS
     
Instructor: Blair A. Gadsby
WEEK ELEVEN 

Reading: Introduction to World Religions, Christopher Partridge, General Editor. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005. 
Part Nine, (pgs. 265-310).

Click here to see an overview of Jewish History: REL243JewishHistory.doc.

LECTURE: Rabbinical Judaism 
As if the Greeks weren’t difficult enough to deal with, the Romans would be no picnic either. They destroyed the temple in Jerusalem in 70 C.E. and the Jews are now put into a new predicament. With the consolidation of temple worship in Jerusalem gone, the cohesiveness of the people themselves was threatened. Could they survive?
Two major outcomes of the 2nd Destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem:
1. the priesthood was less of a focus, without a temple and a place to perform the rituals the priest was effectively unneeded.

2. scripture and its interpretation become central to Judaism, this would be the job of the Rabbis, teachers of law and lore, and this is why this period is referred to as “Rabbinical Judaism”.
Within twenty years after the destruction of the temple the Rabbis begin to collect together the Canon, the authoritative texts that would be honored by the religion. We know this to be the Hebrew Bible. [image: image2.wmf]See pages 282-286.
Much in the same way the Jews rebelled against the Greeks in the Maccabean Revolt of 164 BCE, so they would so again against Roman rule in the Bar Kochba revolt of 132 C.E. Some Jews accepted and followed Bar Kochba as the Messiah. For the Jews the messiah would be a geo-political deliverer; he would vanquish their enemies and redeem Israel (This is an important point as it explains why Jews of the time did not accept Rabbi Jeshua bin Joseph—Jesus son of Joseph—as the messiah, Jesus did nothing to overthrow the Romans or challenge Roman rule, he simply said “give to Ceasar what is Ceasar’s and to God what is God’s. This philosophy was unacceptable to most Jews).

In any event, by 135 C.E. the Romans had put the revolt down and compelled many Jews to leave Jerusalem beginning a period of Diaspora, which means “dispersion”, for them. The Romans even made it illegal for Jews to live in Jerusalem, banned circumcision, the reading of the Torah, and other practices challenging Jewish law directly.
Many fled to North Africa and made their way to Europe in the west in Spain, some went north into east Europe and Russia. And yet others went east to the Middle East and into what is today Iran. Over time these diasporadic Jews would be faced with the reality of coming face-to-face with other non-Jewish populations and the concern for them would be “to what degree is it appropriate to mix our people with others?” This would become of great concern over this period of diaspora which would last from 70/135 CE (both of these dates signal the beginnings of the diaspora) right up until 1948 when the modern state of Israel was created—more on that below. In this lengthy period however three groups of ethnically different Jews would develop. Keep in mind they all Jewish and honor the same religious traditions, though religion too would be altered over time, but the primary division here is cultural.
Jewish Ethnic Groups:
As a result of being scattered around the Mediterranean world and in Africa, over time there would be a certain amount of mixing with the dominant cultures. This would be a perennial concern for the Jews, always living under threat of losing their identity and being overwhelmed by a larger group of people. 

1. Ashkenazi Jews: these Jews lived in east Europe and Russian and speak Yiddish, which is a blend of Hebrew and German. It was primarily Sephardic Jews who suffered under Hitler’s persecution and the Holocaust.
2. Sephardic Jews: these Jews lived in north-west Africa and Spain/east Europe. These Jews speak Ladino, which is a blend of Hebrew and Latin.

3. Falasha Jews: these may be an ancient group of Jews who fled south to Africa around the time of the first destruction of the temple in Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.E.
Jewish Denominations:
1. Reform

2. Orthodox/ultra-Orthodox (Hasidic)
3. Conservative

4. Reconstruction

Pay special attention to pages 273-276, beginning with the heading “The Jewish Enlightenment”.

These four broad divisions within Judaism represent the religion’s attempts to respond to the diaspora when the overarching concern was “how do we keep our Jewishness in a world where we are the minority?” Over these centuries of diaspora the phenomenon of Anti-Semitism would arise. This refers to persecutions, pogroms, as they came to be known. Centuries of pogroms would fuel the longing that many Jews had to return to their own land, Eretz Israel, the promised land. 
Over the course of the centuries the Rabbis would become the central religious leader within Judaism, this is why this section is called “Rabbinical Judaism”. The period of the Hebrew Bible’s history had come to an end and the Rabbis would begin to write their commentaries upon the Scriptures. A whole body of literature developed known as Talmud, or Oral Law. Not all Jews accept with equal weight the authority of the Talmud but many do look to it/them, really, it is like an encyclopedia of commentaries. Over the course of the centuries two Talmuds would emerge, the Eretz Israel Talmud (completed around 600 CE in the land of Israel as the name alludes) and the Babylonian Talmud (completed around 900 CE in the Babylonia by Rabbis of the diaspora).  The Babylonian Talmud would become more widely accepted by Jews over time. The purpose of the Talmud in general was to provide guidance to Jews as they lived and adapted to the fact that they were forced to live away from the land to which God had called Abraham and Moses and which was theirs by birthright, according to their religion. 
It would be a twelfth-century philosopher named Moses Maimonides (1135-1204 CE, born in Cordoba, Spain) who would write and simplify an ever-expanding corpus of literate of the Talmud in his famous Guide to the Perplexed. In it he spells out his Thirteen Principles of the Jewish Faith for those who had become puzzled by the intricate and extensive oral law. He was attempting to guide those in interpreting the Scripture spiritually and literally.
Thirteen Principles of the Jewish Faith
1. God exists

2. God is one

3. God is incorporeal, not material

4. God is eternal

5. idolatry is prohibited

6. there are true prophets

7. Moses is unique among prophets

8. oral and written law are divinely-inspired

9. God is omniscient—all-knowing

10. God rewards

11. God punishes

12. the Messiah will come at the end of days

13. the dead will resurrect—the good anyway.


See pages 278.
Jewish Holidays 

There are numerous holidays throughout the calendar year that Jews observe. See pages 294-299, but here is a list of some of them: 
1. Sabbath: the weekly day of rest starting at sundown Friday evening until sundown Saturday night. This day of rest honor’s God’s creation and his six days of labor and day of rest as recorded in Genesis.

2. Rosh Hashanah: the New Year, this also commemorates God’s creation and the beginning of time.

3. Yom Kippur: this is the holiest day in the Jewish calendar and is called the Day of Atonement. In the days when the temple was in existence in Jerusalem atonement offerings were given by the priests at the altar to God on behalf of the people and this was how they atoned for their sins and restored their standing with him. After the destruction of the temple, the day became important.
4. Passover: this holiday celebrates the ancient Israelites’ release from slavery in Egypt under the leadership of Moses. This is where the story of the Ten Commandments originates.

5. Hannukah: also known as the Festival of Lights it remembers the rededication of the temple after it was recapture from the Greeks by the Maccabees in the Maccabean Revolt (discussed in last week’s lecture) of 164 BCE. The temple had been badly defiled (polluted) as a vindictive act on the part of Antiochus IV, the Greek ruler of Palestine and Syria. 
6. Sukkot: or “booths” remembers both the harvest of the land of Israel when the people would make booths as shelters to sleep in so they would be ready for work in the morning hours, and also remembers an earlier period during the exodus from Egypt and when the people wandered for forty years in the wilderness, again building shelters to protect themselves as Moses led them to the Promised Land.

Judaism has been described as a religion that emphasizes orthopraxy rather than orthodoxy. This simply means that while beliefs are important as in any religion, the traditional observances of ceremonies, holidays, and festivals is even more crucial to the religion’s continuance, prosperity, and indeed even survial. This fact is easy to understand in the Jewish religion where the people have lived in a state of diaspora. Living in constant minority status, sometimes being terribly persecuted for no other reason than being different, ie. non-Christian or non-Muslim, it is no wonder the Jewish people developed a sense of community-participation is first and foremost in their survival. See page 294 “the heart of Judaism”.
Zionism
The Jews for centuries had longed to return to the land of their forefathers and the land they felt God had given them as an inheritance. The harsh realities of the diaspora and centuries of pogroms which had only gotten worse by the end of the 1800s motivated some Jews to think in terms of returning to Israel. In 1896 Theodore Herzl, a journalist from Vienna, Austria writes a tract titled The Jewish State, which argued that the Jews should return to Israel and settle there. It took some time but shortly after the end of WW1 in 1920 the old Ottoman Empire was carved up and the British were given Palestine as the “The British Mandate”. This was the era European colonization. The British allowed Jews to move to Palestine and it was difficult because many Palestinians didn’t approve of the incoming European Jews. By the end of WW2, and the full-realization of the terror of the Holocaust there was naturally widespread support for the Jews having a land of their own. In 1947 the United Nations partitions the land into Jewish and Arab regions. Some 600,000 Jews had made it to Palestine in the years 1920-1947. All along the Palestinians are not in full agreement of what is happening, namely, their land is being appropriated to outsiders (from their point of view). This is the beginnings of the conflict we today refer to as the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. There is NO truth to the misconception that the “Arabs and the Jews have been fighting for centuries”. Of course you can point to Bible passages and moments in history where there have been conflicts between peoples in the Middle East. But it is also true that the Arabs and the Jews and the wider community of Muslims and Jews have also co-existed for centuries together. We must understand the immediate causes of the conflict which can be traced to the turn of the 19th/20th centuries and later specific events mid-way through the 20th century.
[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.jpg]



(BBCnews.com map)

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
First of all, please read in our text pages 304-305. These pages give some background information that I will elaborate upon here.

In 1948 Israel declares itself a state and the Arab countries in the vicinity are not happy about it. By this time the phenomenon of Palestinian refugees is beginning to be a reality and they continue to be refugees up until today. In the years 1948-1967 there were numerous border skirmishes and battles between Israel and the countries of Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. In the Six Day War of 1967 Israel captured land from these countries and possessed what is today referred to as the Occupied Territories, most especially the West Bank and East Jerusalem, as these are the most contested. Keep in mind the Palestinian people are a civilian population with no standing army—no tanks, no airplanes, no typical military hardware—and when conflicts broke out between Israel and the countries named above they were caught in the middle. It is this civilian population that has paid the heaviest price for the new state of Israel to come into existence. In recent years we have seen two separate Intifada (which is Arabic for “uprising” in which youths would throw stones at soldiers, or leave bombs in backpacks at bus stops, and worse yet, in the 2nd Intifada suicide bombers would blow themselves up at checkpoints or in cafes or discos) erupted in the occupied territories and in Israel itself. In each case terrorism (meaning the targeting of civilians) has been employed as a weapon against Israel. While it is easy to dwell upon the immorality of terrorism, and it certainly is immoral, the Palestinians are not in any position of a balance of power with Israel which has a very sophisticated army and the Palestinians are poorly equipped. There are no excuses to be made for either side in this conflict. There are no “good guys” and “bad guys”, just a terrible series of injustices that has perpetuated more injustices and resulted in far too much violence and civilians dead on both sides. 
Though there have been a series of negotiations over the past half-century, UN Resolutions, and US mediation a solution to the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians has not been found.
Read this article on how teachers can help students see BOTH sides of the conflict. Professors Bridge Mid-East Divide.doc.

*POINTS HERE: as described on the index/home page for this course, you must write five (5) one-page essays. This is for 30% of your grade. These are separate from your two (2) other written assignments which are longer research papers. Write a one-page essay on some aspect of the conflict in the Middle East and how you think it could be solved.  (You may want to search the Internet to find more information on the details that you are interested in) 
END OF POSTED LECTURE FOR WEEK ELEVEN.
