REL 243-WORLD RELIGIONS
     
Instructor: Blair A. Gadsby
WEEK TWO 
Reading: Introduction to World Religions, Christopher Partridge, General Editor. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005. Part Two, pgs. 38-49; and Part Three, pgs. 100-104, and Case Studies numbers 1,3,6,7,9,10,11.
I have asked you to read only select case studies. Follow reading instructions carefully so you don’t waste time reading un-required material. 

LECTURE:
Prehistoric “religion”/ Indigenous & tribal or “primitive” religions: 
Prehistoric “religions”:

Notice that I have used italics quotes when using the term “religion” when referring to prehistory. The reason for this is because we don’t know for sure if the people back then who buried their dead were doing religion necessarily. These people are called Neanderthals. Archaeologists have found grave burials that lead us to believe Neanderthals may have “believed” something about life after death. But we don’t know for sure since there is no writing. (Pgs. 38-49)

The prehistoric period refers to the period before writing. Writing developed circa. 3,000 B.C.E. (circa. means approximately, or “around the time of” and B.C.E. means ‘Before the Common Era’ and is used to refer to the previously common B.C. Before Christ term; C.E., therefore, refers to Common Era or what we used to A.D. Anno domino, in the year of the Lord, referring to Jesus Christ. The reason for the change is to neutralized the Christian religious connotations from a dating system which should not be religious, per se)
The primary “religious” artifacts from prehistory are grave burials, male and female sculptures.
Knowing with certainty about prehistoric religions is tricky indeed. The lack of certainty as to what people were “thinking” back then leaves us today in the dark about whether or not these artifacts are religious. Though we can make some educated guesses based upon what religions today believe. Modern Indigenous religions hold some clues. Let’s look at them (pgs. 100-104, and the case studies listed above).

Grave burials represent the oldest artifact (at 70,000 to 40,000 years ago) of the ancient prehistoric past that we could interpret as “religious”. The problem still arises that we cannot say for sure that Neanderthal man was thinking “religiously” when he buried his dead, but it appears that way.
Another interesting object are the female figurines (see page 42) which imply fertility. What do you think? 

*PHE* POINTS HERE ESSAY: as described on the index/home page for this course, you must write five (5) one-page essays. This is for 30% of your grade. These are separate from your two (2) other written assignments which are longer research papers.
Write a one-page essay on why you think that these objects are religious or are not religious. 

(This is an argument essay so express your opinion based upon the information in the text or other research you do independently. Obviously, you could search the web and find more information on these artifacts, but that’s entirely up to you. The discussion in the text, and my notes here on the web page are sufficient to make your argument).
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Indigenous religions:

Previously called “primitive religions” the scholarly term preferred today is “indigenous religions.” In this term there is less of a value-judgment implied. In other words, native people’s religions are not primitive, and our “world religions” sophisticated, or modern. The terms are more neutral and this is a positive step in understanding religions.
As for the indigenous religions, they are very numerous. I choose, therefore, to discuss them as a group and describe them by their characteristics. Some of the terms used to describe the various ideas, beliefs, or actions of indigenous religions are: 
Read pgs. 100-104, and Case Studies numbers 1,3,6,7,9,10,11, to find the words listed below:
-Ancestors
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-Divination

-Gods and spirits

-Healings

-Holistic
-Music, dance, song, drums

-Nature-based

-Rites of passage








-Rituals

-Sacred time and sacred place

-Sacrifices: offerings, libations

-Shamans, priests, priestesses

-Shrines

-Spirit possession, trances

-Symbolism

-Taboos
-Totems

In the case studies in the text look for these features listed above.
These characteristics are used to describe a whole host of indigenous religions. Do you think that any of these characteristics also apply to the World Religions?
*PHE* POINTS HERE ESSAY: as described on the index/home page for this course, you must write five (5) one-page essays. This is for 30% of your grade. These are separate from your two (2) other written assignments which are longer research papers.

--Write a one-page essay on the how the descriptions of indigenous religions can be used to describe a World Religion, or other beliefs you are familiar with. Think in terms of the different theories the text discussed
END OF POSTED LECTURE FOR WEEK TWO
