REL 205-RELIGION and the MODERN WORLD
Instructor: Blair A. Gadsby
WEEK THREE 
Reading: Steve Bruce, Religion in the Modern World: From Cathedrals to Cults, chapter 3 & 4; and 

    Linda Woodhead, et al, Religions in the Modern World: Traditions and Transformations, chpt. 7; 
LECTURE:
Modern Christianity
Max Weber,  Woodhead, pg. 153. 

The Seven Sacraments of the Roman Catholic Church (RCC)

The primary beliefs of the RCC: A supreme God, the Trinity, the Virgin Conception/Birth, Incarnation, Sin, 
The primary rituals of the church that dominated Europe for 
1. Baptism

2. Eucharist

3. Confirmation

4. Penance

5. Annointing with oil

6. Matrimony

7. Priesthood
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Click on these two links to see comic strips that parody the “problem” of modernity and critical scholarship for the believability of the Bible: In the Name of Broad-Minded Tolerance.jpg & Bible, Theories Made in Germany.jpg. 
The Bible, what’s your view of it? 
An advertisement for a Bible college emphasizes the divinely-revealed nature of the text itself:

Talbot Theological School advertisement.jpg. 
This is coded in the term inerrancy which means literally that there are no errors in the Bible. Some go so far as to stat that even in the English translations of the Bible, perhaps even the King James Authorized Version of 1611, are divinely guided and so contain the literal truths of God. This is a fundamental issue for conservative Christians and its roots go back to the Protestant Reformation when Martin Luther used the text of the Bible itself to challenge the authority of the RCC.   
Liberation Theology
The 1960s saw Roman Catholic Priests and others speak-up on behalf of the poor, especially in Central and South America.  They sought to defend the rights of the poor, usually peasant agrarians, from the infringement of corporate or political exploitation. 
*PHE--POINTS HERE: as described on the index/home page for this course, you must write five (5) one-page essays. This is for 20% of your grade. These are separate from your four (4) other written assignments which are longer papers.

Write a one-page essay on any aspect of Christianity and the Modern World relating it to one or more of the above topics. Demonstrate that you understand how Christianity has developed along with other changes in Europe.
(This is an argument essay so express your opinion based upon the information in the text or other research you do independently. Obviously, you could search the web and find more information on these artifacts, but that’s entirely up to you. The discussion in the text and the notes here on the web page are sufficient to make your argument).

END OF POSTED LECTURE FOR WEEK THREE
