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President Barack Oba-
ma issued a sweeping
challenge to Congress and
the American people
Tuesday night to do more
for the poor and middle
class and to end the nasty
partisan political fight
that has characterized his
six years in office.

The president issued a
broadly optimistic report
about the country in his
State of the Union address
to Congress, which is now
dominated by opposition
Republicans in both
chambers. He spoke of
millions of new jobs creat-
ed, modestly rising wages
and a stock market that
has soared.

Obama pledged to
work with Republicans,
but he showed few signs
of curtailing his own plans
to meet GOP priorities.

Instead, the president
in his hourlong address
vowed to use his veto pen
to strike down Republican
efforts to dismantle his
signature accomplish-
ments, including his
health-care and financial-
reform laws.

“We can’t put the secu-
rity of families at risk by
taking away their health
insurance or unraveling
the new rules on Wall
Street or refighting past
battles on immigration
when we’ve got a system
to fix,” Obama said.

Full report on B1

Inside: Sinema attends
speech with parents who
became veterans-care
advocates after son’s suicide.
A16

STATE OF THE UNION

AP
President Barack Obama’s
address touted a resurgent
economy and floated big
goals, including new aid for
college and child care. 
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The Coyotes head into the All-Star
break with a 6-1 loss to the Chicago
Blackhawks, their sixth straight
defeat. One bright spot: Lucas Lessio
scores his first career NHL goal. C1

MIKE DINOVO/USA TODAY SPORTS

Bus strike averted: After
an all-night bargaining
session, union officials and
representatives of the First
Transit company agree on
a three-year contract,
heading off the specter of
a work stoppage during
Super Bowl Week. A3

Sedona-area prehistoric
site vandalized: Authori-
ties release a photo of
three people who were
seen near a prehistoric
archaeological site that
was vandalized near
Sedona last month and
are seeking them for
questioning about the
damage. A15
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Valley leaders have gushed about the coming of Super Bowl
XLIX for years — but on Tuesday the reality hit. Streets started
closing.

In one week, Verizon Super Bowl Central will open in downtown
Phoenix, sprawling over 12 blocks and attracting about a million
people, if expectations are correct. That means crowds, beer gar-
dens, performers and more will land at the doorsteps of hundreds of
offices trying to conduct business as usual. 

City staff members believe Phoenix is ready. And no, they say,
you shouldn’t head for the hills.

TOM TINGLE/THE REPUBLIC
Joseph Harris, 15, photographs his mother, Willye Harris, by a Super Bowl sculpture in downtown Phoenix.
Officials say they are ready for about a million people to descend on the area for Verizon Super Bowl Central.

Phoenix set
to kick off fun

12 downtown blocks, one Super party
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» In a nod to fantasy
leagues, Pro Bowlers
will be split into two
teams tonight in a

“draft.” C1
» A collection on loan
from the Pro Football

Hall of Fame, including
a replica of the Vince
Lombardi Trophy, de-
buts this week. A11

» Continuously updated
coverage: azcentral
.com/super-bowl.
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See SUPER BOWL, Page A10

Rare cars all but flew
off the lots last week, with
nearly $300 million in
sales at vintage-auto auc-
tions in Scottsdale and
around the Valley.

The results continued
what has been a strong
stretch for rare cars,
which have benefited
from greater affluence
among the rich as upscale
investors seek to spread
their wealth among dif-
ferent investment areas.

Six auction firms gen-
erated $292.8 million in
sales at events this month
around metro Phoenix, ac-
cording to Hagerty, a
rare-vehicle insurance
and research company in
Traverse City, Mich.
Overall, 2,532 vehicles
changed hands at an aver-
age price of $115,729.

The overall figure was
an increase of about 18
percent compared with
$248.6 million in sales at
the Scottsdale/Phoenix
auctions a year earlier,
when 2,321 vehicles
changed ownership at an
average price of $107,096,
Hagerty reported.

Among auction firms,
Barrett-Jackson reported
the largest share, $131.9
million in sales, moving
just under 1,600 vehicles
at an average price of
$82,518.

“This year’s Scottsdale
auction was on a scale un-
like anything in our 44-
year history,” said Craig
Jackson, chairman and
CEO of Barrett-Jackson,
in a statement. “From
sales and consignments to
our ratings on Discovery
and Velocity, we smashed
records at every level.”

After Barrett-Jackson,
RM Auctions generated
$63.7 million from 114 ve-
hicles at an average price
of $558,775, according to
Hagerty. Gooding & Co.
also sold 114 autos, at an 

Growth of January
auctions continues

2015: $293 million in 
sales, $115,729 vehicle
average.

2014:$249 million in sales,
$107,096 vehicle average.

Sales
of rare
autos
climb
Valley auctions
bring in $293M
RUSS WILES
THE REPUBLIC i AZCENTRAL.COM

See AUCTIONS, Page A13


