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GED to MCC Registration and
Testing : June 17 or July 30.
Traditional GED Registration and
Testing: Aug. 10 or Aug. 17
Appointments: 480-472-7259
Cost: $20-$40
A new GED test will begin in
January. Anyone who has not
completed the current test must
start over with the GED 2014.

Visit www.mpsaz.org/gedtomcc

Benedictine University event
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Graduation program helps make college a realistic goal

News By You

Submitted by Kathy Bareiss. Bareiss is the Mesa Public Schools
representative for Mesa Counts on College and part of the GED to
MCC planning team.

Preston Smith and Christi Williams walked across the stage to the
cheers of family, friends and teachers.

Their graduation from Mesa’s first GED-to-MCC group moved them a
step closer to successful college completion.

The program, sponsored by Mesa Counts on College with funding from
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, is among the many strategies
under development to boost the number of college graduates in our
community from the baseline of 29 percent.

Research paints a picture of the benefits available for college
completers:

The Associated Press

Bill and Melinda Gates face a press conference at the 40th Annual Meeting of the
World Economic Forum, WEF, in Davos, Switzerland.
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A bigger paycheck; higher likelihood of getting and keeping a job; more
job satisfaction; and greater probability of being offered employee
benefits such as health insurance and retirement.

Not only does increased education offer a higher quality of life for the
graduate, but an educated workforce can benefit Mesa’s economic
development.

While many consider college to be a traditional four-year bachelor’s
degree, it also applies to a two-year associate’s degree or trade
certificate.

Mesa Counts on College is a partnership among the city of Mesa,
Mesa Community College and Mesa Public Schools. The three
partners have created new programs, made systems changes and
connected existing Mesa resources. These ideas focus on areas where
individuals are at risk of being derailed from education: graduating
from high school, enrolling in college and persisting to completion.

Although the $3 million grant concludes this month, the initiative will
continue.

To successfully create a community of college graduates, the concept
must be embraced by everyone. Each of us has a role in helping
students achieve a college education and take their place in the world
of work.

It begins with parents and family who plant the seeds of a college
education. The ideas are nurtured and enhanced throughout the K-12
experience. As students transition into higher education, they find a
supportive learning environment that cultivates career-ready studies.

Along the way, social-service organizations lend a hand when
obstacles arise. Employers provide jobs so students can pay for
college and gain work experience.

In GED to MCC, students think about “when” they go to college rather
than “if.” For Smith, 21, the high-school experience was less than
perfect. Now he will pursue his degree in fire science at Mesa
Community College and eventually earn his bachelor’s. But only a few
months ago, his perspective was very different.

“I thought it wasn’t for me,” he said. “Now, college is doable. I am
confident I can do it.”

Williams, 19, always knew she would go to college, but there were
some obstacles in her way. Now she is college-bound.

“Anyone who has struggled with school in the past should know there are options for you to succeed,”
Williams said. “There is always an opportunity to reach your dreams. You just need to look for the right
path.”

YOU MAY LIKE  by Taboola

Student suspended for

'hot teacher' journal

sues school

Worst Senior Prank

Ever

Cancer-Stricken

Teacher Charged in

'Breaking Bad' Style

Meth Scheme

Quadruplets graduate

high school together

FROM AROUND THE WEB  by Taboola

MORE FROM AZCENTRAL

Prayers before S.C. woman killed family, police say

Brazilian billionaire’s son convicted in death

Kelly Clarkson freaks out about engagement ring

Man accused of tearing off part of baby's scalp

Kris Humphries has 'big smile' post divorce from Kim K

Raul Castro turns 82, with heir-apparent on deck

Kid Rock tells 'GQ': Bieber will go off the rails

Arias lawyers respond to Montgomery

103-year-old Mesa building torn down for light rail

Mesa man accused of choking his wife and father

[?]

FROM AROUND THE WEB

iPhone Doesn't, BlackBerry Does - 10 Notable Feature
Differences (CIO.com)

Hot Backyard Design Ideas to Try Now (HGTV)

10 Insanely Overpaid Public Employees (The Fiscal Times)

azcentral.com
mobile editions

Get azcentra l .com on
your phones  and
tablets  for the latest
news, sports , video,
photos  and much more
from azcentra l , The
Arizona Republ ic and
12 News.

http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130613program-helps-make-college-realistic-goal.html?source=nletter-#most-read
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130613program-helps-make-college-realistic-goal.html?source=nletter-#top-videos
http://3for1rail.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130612woman-accused-leaving-dogs-desert.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130611e-valley-hitches-wagon-phx.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130524whos-buried-at-mesa-city-cemetery-prog.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20121107mesa-restaurant-reviews-online-prog.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130612mesa-building-torn-down-for-light-rail-video.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130604mesa-bucket-list-things-to-do-prog.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130611mesa-sheriffs-deputies-arrest-man-on-suspicion-of-murder-abrk.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130605arias-trial-transcripts-juror-questions-unsealed.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130607transcript-jodi-arias-graphic-tape-recording-released-to-public.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130611mesa-silver-star-playhouse-goes-dark-for-summer.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130612mesa-community-college-westminster-offers-preview.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130613mesa-westwood-high-grads-get-college-aid-from-bendedictine.html
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&utm_source=gannett-azcentral&utm_medium=bytaboola&utm_content=autosized-generated-2r-org:organic-bottom:
http://www.azcentral.com/video/2417166238001
http://www.azcentral.com/video/2417166238001
http://www.azcentral.com/video/2387108207001
http://www.azcentral.com/video/2387108207001
http://www.azcentral.com/video/2407151734001
http://www.azcentral.com/video/2407151734001
http://www.azcentral.com/video/2450045402001
http://www.azcentral.com/video/2450045402001
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&utm_source=gannett-azcentral&utm_medium=bytaboola&utm_content=autosized-generated-2r-sc:bottom-paid:
http://www.azcentral.com/news/free/20130603south-carolina-woman-family-killed-prayers.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/free/20130606brazilian-billionaire-son-convicted-death.html
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/celebrities/free/20130609kelly-clarkson-engagement-ring.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/free/20130611ohio-man-son-scalp.html
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/celebrities/free/20130611kris-humphries-post-divorce-kim-kardashian.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/free/20130603cuba-raul-castro-turns-birthday.html
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/celebrities/free/20130606kid-rock-tells-gq-bieber-will-go-off-the-rails.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130604arias-lawyers-respond-to-montgomery.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130612mesa-building-torn-down-for-light-rail-video.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130604mesa-man-accused-choking-his-wife-father-abrk.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130613program-helps-make-college-realistic-goal.html?source=nletter-#
http://www.cio.com/article/731155/10_Things_BlackBerry_Z10_Does_That_iPhone_Can_t?taxonomyId=3081
http://www.hgtv.com/landscaping/hot-backyard-design-ideas-to-try-now/pictures/index.html
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2011/07/13/10-Insanely-Overpaid-Public-Employees.aspx
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130613program-helps-make-college-realistic-goal.html?source=nletter-#azcanywhere-panel-mobile
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130613program-helps-make-college-realistic-goal.html?source=nletter-#azcanywhere-panel-sms
http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/20130613program-helps-make-college-realistic-goal.html?source=nletter-#azcanywhere-panel-email
http://mobile.azcentral.com/

