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This workshop will help participants develop creative programming options for service learning during challenging times of budget reductions.  In this workshop, participants will learn to view their own college campus as a community full of service opportunities for student service learning projects.  Workshop participants will learn how to identify campus needs and learn how to create and design meaningful service learning projects for students in a variety of courses and disciplines.  As budget constraints lead to doing more with less, participants will learn how their own service learning program can also benefit as an on-campus service learning site for students.


The idea for this service learning activity came from the increasing needs and growth of the Center for Learning Through Service at Anne Arundel Community College.  The service learning program has continued to expand rapidly with an increase in community partner, student, and faculty participants to support.  The fast-growing needs of the office could not continue to be met solely by the current two-person staff.  As the Center sought solutions to its increasing needs, it realized that the college campus as a whole was a community and could provide opportunities for students to serve.  With this change in perspective, a vast array of opportunities opened up for students and the campus.  A letter was sent to college faculty and staff members to survey needs and identify potential service sites and projects for students.  The outcome resulted in developing meaningful and academically challenging projects with the child development center, health services, the campus tutoring center, the ESL program, and campus landscaping, to name only a few.


One of the most helpful outcomes from this new perspective of viewing the campus as a community has been the development of the Center for Learning Through Service as a service site.  With growing needs and little hope of increasing staff to meet those needs, the Center established itself as a site and created a wish list of office projects that needed to be accomplished.  Potential service learning projects were identified for specific courses and faculty members were approached to develop appropriate student projects.  Anne Arundel Community College has had several very successful service learning projects completed as a result of using the Center for Learning Through Service as a service site for students.  Some examples include student service learning survey data compiled and analyzed by a business statistics class, a web page was developed by a student in a web design course, and a journalism student wrote an article about the Center for Learning Through Service.  

Another benefit to developing on-campus service learning sites and projects during lean budget times is that it generally takes less time and effort to develop on-campus partnerships.  While developing and maintaining effective community partnerships requires travel and meetings to the site to share and understand each side’s needs, the on-campus partnerships can easily be implemented and communication can easily be maintained. 

Besides the benefits for the campus of receiving student service, there are also some very important benefits for the students participating in the on-campus projects.  Given the busy and active lifestyle of our students, the on-campus service projects provide a wonderful opportunity for students who need a geographically and/or time convenient activity.  Students who might not have been able to participate in service learning because of transportation or scheduling issues have been able to participate because we have on-campus projects to meet their needs.  Our on-campus projects provide diverse and academically challenging opportunities and students have pride in supporting college initiatives.  


Workshop participants will 1.)  Learn to think “outside-the-box” to view their own campus as a community in and of itself and how their own service learning program as well as other campus programs can benefit from student service, 2.)  Learn how to identify and form on-campus partnerships and 3) brainstorm and design potential service learning projects for a variety of courses and disciplines.  This will be an inter-active session with many opportunities to share ideas and brainstorm with other participants.  


Anne Arundel Community College continues to seek new projects for students to meet campus and student needs.  The Center for Learning Through Service hopes that by sharing its ideas and successful examples of on-campus service learning projects, it will also learn how to enhance its own program through the thoughts and ideas of the other workshop participants.

