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       This presentation offers two different models of how homeland security issues can be addressed through service learning and how projects can be adapted to the unique characteristics of community colleges.  Through funding from the Supporting Actions for Engagement (SAFE) grant, Raritan Valley Community College and Northampton Community College’s service learning programs/homeland security initiatives, have brought together students, faculty, and community members to study the immediate impacts and problems associated with September 11th  and its aftermath. Each college has created programs that offer new and innovative approaches to educating the public about homeland security, post 9/11.

       Raritan Valley Community College’s activities incorporate greater community engagement through the mobilization of senior citizens taking part in volunteer activities with numerous community organizations.  Senior involvement specifically addresses the issues of public health and safety, with the assistance of material and information developed by service learning students.  Collaboration with law enforcement strengthens partnerships and resources in meeting community needs.  The collection of individuals’ work involved in the project offers a practical model of how homeland security issues can be addressed through service learning. 

       Service learning project strategies being developed are easily replicated throughout kindergarten and higher education levels.  Some of them include:  developing service learning activities around homeland security and emergency preparedness, conducting workshops on the lessons learned for the campus and community, and offering faculty development workshops that teach and encourage the development of homeland security within all disciplines.  

       An important goal in the development of the project is work with the local community.  A major effort has been focused on creating new service learning opportunities, identifying new partnerships and deepening existing relationships with community organizations.  Two successful strategies include the dissemination of work performed by service learning students from project classes and drawing upon the use of existing service learning partnerships.  Additionally, the development of a Service Learning Community Advisory Board composed of numerous stakeholders with a wide-range of backgrounds provides a varied perspective for additional community opportunities to address homeland security.  

       A major intended outcome is curriculum development that increases the quantity and quality of student service learning.  Through grant funding, several small faculty stipends assist with incorporating homeland security thematic issues in academic courses.  In selecting courses that would help to address the community impact of 9/11, the following departments were identified for initial participation:  Health Science Education, Early Childhood Education, Science and Engineering, and Business and Public Service.  Key faculty members from these disciplines serve as project leaders for developing a curriculum that addresses the issues of public safety and emergency preparedness.  

       An important collaborating partner is the Somerset County Police Academy which is located on the campus of Raritan Valley Community College.  The Academy has an outstanding 16-year reputation for providing high quality training and education.  The six- month basic training program for police recruits received national acclaim in 2001 when it was featured as a premier basic training facility in the country when Court Television, with a viewing audience of over sixty million, produced a series

titled, “The Elite” which featured a one hour reality show called “the Rookies.”  Producers spent six months at the Academy illustrating to viewers the comprehensive nature of training relative to academy certification in becoming a police officer.  

       The Somerset County Police Academy is considered to be the first academy in the United States to provide Community Policing training to police recruits that meets the United States Department of Justice requirements for certification as a Community Policing Officer.  To meet these standards, police recruits were administered 10 one-day modules of the approved Department of Justice Community Policing Officers curriculum.  The academy re-engineered its curriculum in an effort to facilitate recruit awareness and provide a vehicle whereby recruits would develop projects to make others (students, 
College employees, and citizens) more aware of homeland security issues and in turn, “enhance the quality of life for all concerned.” 

       Additionally, under the umbrella of the Criminal Justice Institute, the Somerset Police Academy collaborated with students and faculty from an academic course, Web Page Development, to create a Criminal Justice Institute Electronic Newsletter.  Through electronic media, the newsletter will continually advise the community about homeland security issues.  

      At Northampton Community College, vet tech students have partnered with the Northampton County SPCA and the Lehigh County Humane Society to bring awareness to pet safety during times of disaster or emergency situations.  Initially the project involved NCC Emergency Services Students and disaster preparedness; however, these students were not able to participate in first year activities.  Emergency services faculty and students will be actively involved in year two.  

       Vet tech faculty have incorporated their classroom goals with those of the grant as well as utilizing service learning best practices.    Two courses have been specifically targeted: Introduction to Veterinary Technology and the Vet Tech Externship.  These courses have projected outcomes that have produced outstanding activities through this grant opportunity.  

       Students and community partners worked together to bring pet disaster preparedness to the public forefront.  In order for students to be prepared to take care of their pets during an emergency, (and disseminate this information to the public), they themselves needed to be prepared.  Vet tech students have enrolled in CERT (Community Emergency Response Teams) training.  The purpose of this training is to provide community members with the necessary skills to handle a disaster before the professionals arrive on the scene.  The training was provided by the Director of NCC Emergency Services and all will be certified after 24 hours of hands-on and classroom training.  

       Students then designed posters identifying various types of emergencies, created a pet preparedness/evacuation kit and compiled a resource guide that provides information about sheltering pets during emergencies, as well as other pertinent information.  One student designed, and built a mobile kiosk in order to display this information.  Vet tech students worked with the Lehigh County Humane Society and brought this information to “Paws in the Park” day, which showcased numerous animal related activities.  Students handed out brochures, displayed the kits and had the posters available.  

       The ultimate goal of the grant, as well as the service learning project, is to educate the public in a non-threatening manner about the need for human/pet preparedness.  NCC vet tech students will continue to carry this message to the community via middle school classroom presentations, attendance at community events, and providing information to vets and shelters.  In addition, other disciplines will become involved with the grant in years two and three.  Journalism, allied health (nursing), psychology, business, history, economics, and sociology disciplines all hope to combine service learning with homeland security issues.  All disciplines will work in conjunction with appropriately identified community partners in order to accomplish this task.

