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NOTICE


Our campuses will be closed for Spring Break: Monday, March 11 – Sunday, March 17.
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Earn Your Degree Without Textbook Costs


Our Associate in Arts degree with an Anthropology emphasis is now available as a Z Degree. You can earn the degree 100% online with zero textbook cost.


Learn more about Z Degrees at MCC




Aztec Sun Stone at Anthropology Museum, Mexico City







What is Anthropology?


"Are you as interested as I am in knowing how, when, and where human life arose, what the first human societies and languages were like, why cultures have evolved along diverse but often remarkably convergent pathways, why distinctions of rank came into being, and how small bands and villages gave way to chiefdoms and chiefdoms to mighty states and empires?" Marvin Harris, Our Kind.


If so, then the field of anthropology may be for you. Anthropology is not just an attempt to discover what it is that humans do and have done in the past, but also an endeavor to learn what it really means to be human in a sense of culture, biology, relatedness, and history. Anthropology is an effort to understand this broad sense of humanness and is divided into four major subdisciplines, each focusing on a different aspect of what makes us human.


The subdisciplines of anthropology are:


	Social/Cultural Anthropology: the study of human social and cultural behavior;
	Linguistics: the study of human language, its construction, and how it is used in societies;
	Physical or Biological: the study of human biological diversity, primate behavior, and evolution of humans over time (paleoanthropology);
	Archaeology: the study of the human past through material remains with the aim of reconstructing, ordering and describing the daily life, customs, and events of past people.



Collectively these disciplines provide anthropology with a background of information that helps us build a wide-ranging understanding of humanness itself. It would not be possible to fully appreciate what makes us human without this broad and holistic perspective.


Anthropologists also look for similarities and differences between people and their cultures by using a cross-cultural approach to answer questions. For example, from studying cultures around the world, we know that every culture is ethnocentric; that is, they believe their way of life, their values, and their worldview is superior to all others. The question is why do cultures take this perspective? The answer appears relatively simple. If we believe our way of life is better, then we simply reject anything foreign that comes along. Anthropologists would explain that cultures adopt attitudes and behaviors that have helped people in that culture to adapt; in other words, beliefs and values that have helped people in that culture to survive and reproduce through generations.


It has been said that the task of the anthropologist is to "make the strange familiar, and the familiar strange." We do so by studying people and their cultures, around the world and throughout time, comparing and contrasting them, and seeking to answer the question of what it means to be human.
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  	Anthropology	Course Descriptions
	Resources


	Ethnic Studies
	Geographic Information Systems
	Geography
	Global Citizenship
	Meteorology
	Social Work
	Sociology
	Sustainability
	Women's Studies
	Annual Conference
	Faculty & Staff






      
    
    
  





  
    

      
  
	Locations


	

		Southern and Dobson Campus

		1833 West Southern Ave

		Mesa, AZ 85202

		480-461-7000

		Campus Map


	

		Red Mountain Campus

		7110 East McKellips Road

		Mesa, AZ 85207

		480-654-7200

		Campus Map


	
		
			Downtown Center

			(Allied Health, Fire Science, & MITI-EV)

			145 North Centennial Way

			Mesa, AZ 85201

			480-461-6220


		
			MCC Online

			1833 West Southern Ave

			Mesa, AZ 85202

			480-461-7217

	





	Find Us Online


		Like MCC on Facebook
	Follow MCC on Twitter
	Watch MCC Videos on YouTube
	See MCC on Instagram
	Connect with MCC on LinkedIn



	


	
		Get the My Maricopa Portal App


		App Store iconDownload the My Maricopa Student Portal App on the App Store. Google Play iconDownload the My Maricopa Student Portal App on the Play Store.
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mesacc.edu  |  480-461-7000  |  © 2024 Mesa Community College  |  A Maricopa Community College

	

	

	The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in the career and technical education programs of the District.

	

	The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.




        
  
  
      
            
  
    
      
    
    	Mesa Community College

    
    
    Mesa Community College provides outstanding transfer and career and technical programs, workforce development, and life-long learning opportunities to residents of the East Valley area of Phoenix, Arizona.

    July 1, 1965
    	1833 West Southern Ave
	Mesa
	AZ
	85202
	USA
	480-461-7000




  
      

  
  
  
  
  
  





  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
