Information for Students

WHAT WE’RE LEARNING ABOUT STUDENT LEARNING
Mesa Community College Student Outcomes Assessment Program

What is the MCC student assessment program?
Student outcomes assessment is a term used to describe measuring and documenting what
MCC students are achieving overall in their studies at the college. Faculty members define the
outcomes of college programs and develop measures to assess them. The program includes
three primary assessment areas - general education, career and technical education, and
developmental education.

What is assessed?
For students pursuing their general education studies at the college, seven areas are assessed:
Written and Oral Communication, Arts and Humanities, Cultural Diversity, Information Literacy,
Scientific Inquiry, Numeracy, Problem Solving/Critical Thinking.

For students enrolled in a career or technical program, seven workplace skills are assessed:
Ethics, Interpersonal Communication, Critical Thinking, Organization, Team Work, Technology
Literacy, Personal and Professional Responsibilities.

Who is assessed?
For general education, the performance of groups of students who are beginning their general
studies is compared to that of groups of students who are completing their general education.
For career and technical programs, students who are beginning and completing specific
programs leading to AAS degrees or certificates are assessed on their workplace skills.

What can students expect?

Students are asked to take one of the assessments during one class period.

e ltisimportant for students to make an honest effort to complete the assessments to the
best of their ability so that the information collected is meaningful.

¢ Individual student scores are not reported, and a student’s grade or class standing is not
affected by his or her performance.

e Students are asked to provide background information so that the assessment data can be
analyzed to be sure that the students who participated are representative of the whole
student population.



